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^ At a General Court of the Sierra Ifeone Company , 
held at the Paul's Head Tavern, in Cateaton 
Street , London 3 on Tburfday the 2ytb day of 
• March } 1794, 

PRESENT 

Henry Thornton , Ffq. in the Chair 3 
Several Members of the Court of Directors, 

And between One and Two Hundred of the 
Proprietors , 

• 

The Minutes of the lajl General Court of the 30 th 
day of May , 1793, were read and confirmed . 

4 Report from the Court of Directors was then read, 
of which the following is the fubftahee . 




SUBSTANCE 


OV THK 


REPORT, &c, 


About two years having efypfed fince 
the prefent colony at Sierra Leone was fet on 
foot, the Dire&ors of the Sierra Leone Com¬ 
pany think it proper to give in this report a 
brief hiftory of its progrefs to the prefent 
time i they will then lay before the Court an 
account of the Expenfes which have been 
incurred, and of the general finances of the 
Company; and they will afterward enter 
into a more particular defcriptiqn of the Pre¬ 
fent Situation of the fettlement, arranging 
their information under the four following 
heads; Health, Trade, Cultivation, and Civi¬ 
lization. 

IN order to introduce the fhort Hiftory 
that is propofed, it may be proper to ftate 

• a forae 
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tome circumftances antecedent even to the 

formation of the prefent colony. 

\ 

t 

In the*year 1787, a number of gentlemen 
fubfcribed a few thoufand pounds, as a fund 
for aflifting iome hundreds of deftitute blacks, 
then in London, to fettle at Sierra Leone, 
where a confiderable diftricl of land had 
been ceded by the native chiefs for that pur- 
pofe: government very liberally feconded 
thefe views, by taking upon itfelf the ex- 
penle of.tranfporting the blacks thither, and 
of fupplying them with necelfaries during the 
firil fix or eight months of their refidence in 
Africa. It might naturally be expelled that 
pcrfons of this defcription, crouded together 
on (hipboard, would be very unhealthy, and 
the event did but too well juftify the fuppo- 
fition. The number of them that left Eng¬ 
land was 460, of whon/84 died during their 
detention in the channel, efr on the paifage ; 
and near a" hundred more fell victims feither 
to their own intemperance, or to the hard- 
fiiips they were expofed to during the firft 
rainy feafon. The remainder of this body of 
men* after having built themfelves a town, 
and improved gradually in their circum¬ 
ftances, were difperled in the year 1790, on 
account of their being involved (though not 
through their own fault) in the confequences 
of a difpute between the natives and the crew 
of a Brhifh veflel, who had fet fire to the 
town of a neighbouring chief. They were 

again 
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again united in the year 1791, through tfie 
interference of the Sierra Leone Company’s 
Agentf and fixed *themfelves in Granville 
Town, which is about two or thftee miles 
diftant from Free Town, the Company’s 
y prefent chief fettlement. 

When the Ad of Parliament had pafled for 
* incorporating the Sierra Leone Company, 
and a confiderable capital appeared likely to 
be raifed for carrying on the undertaking, the 
Directors had an opportunity of rendering, 
as they conceived, a very important fervice 
to the colony, by the acquisition of an addi¬ 
tional number of free black colonifts, ac¬ 
quainted with the Englifh language, and ac- 
cuftomed to labour in hot climates. A dele¬ 
gate from a body of blacks in Nova Scotia, fup- 
pofed to amount to a few hundreds, who was 
then in England, repsefented that the perfons 
who fent him hither had migrated to Nova 
Scotia at the end of the American war, having 
received from government certain promifes 
of lots of land, which had never been ftri&ly 
fulfilled; that both the foil and the climate 
of Nova Scotia, as well as many other circum- 
flances in their fituation, were complained of 
by them, and that many of them were defi- 
rous of becoming colonifts at the fettlement 
which they underftood was likely to be made 
at Sierra Leone. 

The Directors concurred with the Delegate 
in applying to his Majelty’s Minifters for a 
paflage for them,at the expenfe of govern- 

a • ment 



( 4 ) 
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mcnt, and having obtained a favourable art- 
fwer to their application, they immediately 
availed themfelves of th*e fervices of* Lieut. 
Clarkfon* who very handfomely offered to jgo 
to Nova Scotia, in order to make the neceflary 
propofals, and to fuperintend the collecting 
and bringing over of fuch free blacks to Sierra^- 
Leone, as might be willing to migrate. All ’ 
the particulars of the terms, on which the 
Company engaged to receive them into the 
colony, were contained in a printed declara¬ 
tion, of which the following is a copy : 

44 The Sierra Leone Company, willing to 
“ receive into their colony fuch free blacks 
44 as are able to produce to their agents 
44 Lieut. Clarkfon, of his Majefty’s Navy, 

44 and Mr. Lawrence Hartfhorn, of Halifax, 

44 or either of them, fatisfa&ory teftimonials 
44 of their character, (more particularly as to 
44 honefty, fobriety, and ipduftry) think it 
44 proper to notify, in an explicit manner, 

44 upon what terms they will receive at Sierra 
44 Leone, thofe who*bring with them written 
44 certificates of approbation, from either of 
* 4 the faid agents, which certificate they are 
44 hereby re’fpe&ively authorifed to grant or , 
44 withhold at difcretion. 

44 It is therefore declared by the Company, 

44 that every free black, upon producing fuch 
44 a certificate, {hall have a grant of not lefs 
44 than twenty acres of land for himfelf, ten. 
44 for his wife, and five for every child, upon 
* fuch terms, and fubje&.to fuch charges 

and* 



( 5 ) 


cc and obligations, with a view to the general 
“ profperity of the Company, as (hall here- 
“ after be fettled by the Company, in refped 
“ to grants of land*to be made by them to 
all fettlers, whether black or white. 

<c That for all ft ores and provifions, &c. 
<c fupplied from the Company's warehoufes* 
the . Company ihall receive an equitable 
“ compenfation, according to fixed rules, 
u extending to blacks and whites indiferimi- 
" nately. 

“ That the civil, military, perfonal, and 
“ commercial rights and duties of bracks and 
“ whites ihall be the fame, and fecured in 
“ the fame manner. 


c< And for the full aflurance of perfonal 
“ protedion from flavery to all fuch black 
u fettlers, the Company have fubjoined a 
“ claufe contained in the Ad of Parliament, 


“ whereby they are incorporated, &c. 

u Provided alfi , and be it further enabled^ 
“ that it Jhall not be lawful for the faid 
ic Company , either directly or indirectly , 
“ by itfelf or themfilves , or by the agents 
M or fervants of the faid Company , or 
“ otherwife howfoever y to deal or trqffick 
“ in the buying or felling of faves, or in 
“ any manner whatever to bave y hold y 
w appropriate or employ any perfon or 
M perfons in a Jlate of favcry y in the 
“ fervice of the faid Company” 

Given under our hands, London, the 2d 


w .day °f Auguft, 1791. 

• A 3 
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u Henry Thornton , 44 Samuel Parker 

Chairman . 44 J°fipb Hardcajlle 

Philip Sartfom, “ Thomas Clarkfon 

D. Chairman 44 Vickeris Taylor 

46 Charles Middleton 44 William Sanford r 

44 William WHberforce 44 Thomas Eldred 

44 Granville Sharp 44 George Wolff. 

44 ^0/6/z Kingston 

44 N. B. For the convenience of thofe who 
44 arc poflefled of property which they can- 
44 not difpofe of before their departure, tho 
44 Company will authorife an agent, who, 
44 on receiving from any proprietor a fufficicnt 
44 power for that purpofe, fhall fell the fame 
44 for his benefit, and remit the purchafe- 
44 money, through the hands of the Com- 
44 pany, tp fuch proprietor at Sierra Leone/* 

The number of Nova Scotians who were 
willing to embark for Sierra Leone, proved, 
to the great furprife of tho Dire&ors, to be 
no lei's- than 1156. The acceffion of lb large 
a body of people could not fail to produce 
many important confequences, and to give, 
in fome meafure, a new character to the 
whole undertaking. 

The Dire&ors turned their attention in the 
firft place, to the fupply of the immediate 
wants of thefe numerous colonifts; and they, 
at the fame time, brought forward a plan for 
the enlargement of the Company’s capital, 
which’was raifed to the fum of £.235,280: 

a con- 
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a confiderable portion of it having been fub- 
fcribed after the intelligence from Novi Scotia 
was received. 

I 

' ■ The fir A veflfel fent out by the Company 
from England, reached Sierra Leone in Febru¬ 
ary 1792, and fhe was loon followed by two 
-other veflels from hence, one of them carry¬ 
ing a confiderable number of palfengers. 
There went out in all, by thefe Ihips, rather 
more than 100 white perfons j of whom about 
40 were Company’s fervants, or artificers, at 
a yearly falary; 10 were fettlers;*i6 were 
foldiers; and between 30 and 40 were wo¬ 
men and children. 

In the fucceeding month the Nova Scotia 
fleet arrived, confiding of 16 veflels, from 
which there were landed 1131 blacks, many 
of them labouring under the effects of a fever 
fir A contracted in Halifax, of which 65 had 
died during the paflage. Mr. Clarkfon, whofe 
humanity had led him to embark on board 
the hofpital Ihip, had alfo narrowly cfeaped 
with his life, from a 'violent attack of the 
fame diforder; he was extremely weak and 
ill when he landed at Sierra Leone, and he 
recovered very flowly. 

After two or three weeks delay, arifing 
from a palaver (or council) of the natives, 
which however ended favourably for the 
Company, the feite on which the firA body 
of blacks fent from hence had originally 

• fettled. 
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fettled, was pitched upon as the moft proper 
fpo't for the intended fettlement. The land 
on which the town was to (land was cleared 
in a few weeks more, by the united labour 
of the Nova Scotians; and the feveral ftreets 
having been firft marked out by the furveyor, 
they then began to ere£t each for himfelf a 
fmall temporary hut, ufing the common 
materials of the country, except that the 
flooring was furnilhed in fome cafes by 
deals from hence. The colonifts proceeded 
with the utmoft eagernefs in this work, for 
they feared left they (hould be overtaken 
by the rains, which might be expe&ed to 
commence in lefs than two months from the 
time of their beginning to build. The town 
was named Freetown, in confequence of 
an inftru&ion fent out to this purpofe. 

The Directors, aware of the danger to 
which it was poflible that* many of the fettlers 
might be expofed through the want of fuffi- 
cient (helter, during the firft rainy feafon, 
thought it a point of duty to purchafe and 
fend out the York, a (hip of 850 tons, 
fitted up with a view to their accommodation, 

• which they loaded with various (lores, as well 
as frames of houfes and materials for building. 
They confidered that, befidcs carrying out a 
large cargo, (he might ferve as a receptacle 
for thofe whofe houfes were unfinished, or as 
an hofpital for the fick, and might after¬ 
wards be converted into a (lorehoufe for the 
Company. She arrived indeed too late to be 

of 
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of any advantage to the colony during the 
chief part of the fickiy feafon, having been 
driven back by a ftorm after leaving England ; 

. fhe proved however of very confiderable ufe 
afterwards, both as a ftorehoufe and floating 
factory, as well as in facilitating the loading 
and unloading of other veflels; and ffie was 
-allb, for fome time, the place of refidence for 
many fervants of the Company. 

The precautions taken by the Dire&ors, 
and the early as well as liberal fupply of ' 
neceflaries fent out by them, unhappily were 
not effectual in preventing a conliderable 
mortality during the firft rainy feafon. The 
rains began about the third week in May; 
many fettlers houfes were not completed, the 
Company’s ftorehoufe was but imperfectly 
built, and their, fervants, efpecially thofe of 
the lower order, were very badly accom¬ 
modated : the foWiers alfo were liable, from 
various caufes, to be much expofed, and 
the few fettlers who went from England, were 
leaft of all prepared to meet the impending 
difficulties of a rainy feafon. Perhaps the 
high degree of health which almoft univer¬ 
sally prevailed at the period antecedent to the 
rains, by creating too much confidence in the 
goodnefs of the climate, efpecially among the 
Europeans, might occafion fome flacknefs in 
making the neceflary preparations. 

It is obvious from this general view of the 
flow progrefs of the colony, that no attempt 
epuld as yet have been made to furvey and 
. • mark 
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marie out the promifed lots of land; the build¬ 
ing of a temporary town having hitherto en¬ 
grafted nearly the whole attention both of 
Nova Scotians and of the Company’s fer- r 
vants: nor *had any fteps, worthy of being 
mentioned, been as yet taken with a view to 
commerce; though, through the miilaken ad¬ 
vice of the Company’s commercial agent,... 
fome goods for trade had been fent out by 
the very firft (hips. 

The Directors think they ought not to 
conceal from the proprietors, that a confider- 
able degree of mil’underftanding had pre¬ 
vailed, antecedent to this period, between 
the Governor and the Council; and that to 
their inefficiency, during the firft three or four 
moll important months, a part at lead of the 
fubiequent calamity is evidently to be* traced. 

Eight of the principal fervants had been 
nominated to be members of the council, and 
all the inferior officers had been enjoined to 
pay the lame obedience to their orders which 
they owed to the Court of Directors them- 
felves. The office of Governor having be¬ 
come vacant at the time w r hen the firft ihip 
failed, Mr. Cla^klon, who had given great 
fatisfa&ion by his conduct in Nova Scotia, 
was requefted to fill the fituation till a fuc- 
ceffor Ihould be appointed, and he had the 
calling vote in council. 

The Directors, alarmed by the evident want 
of order and energy betrayed even by the 
firft accounts, adopted the temporary expe¬ 
dient 



( II ) 

dient of throwing the whole refponfibility on 
Mr. Clarkfon, giving him permiflion at the 
fame time to alfume the whole power. Whe¬ 
ther the Directors erred in dividing the au¬ 
thority among fo many as eight perfons, or 
whether the blame belonged more properly 
to the Governor and Council, it is not per- 
-haps material now to canvas. The Directors 
acquit the body of a&ing counfellors of all 
wilful mifeondudt; with the exception indeed 
of one perfon detained in their employ, but 
not originally appointed by them, wliofe 
knowledge of the natives and of *the country 
made him appear a perfon of importance at 
the outfet of the undertaking, but whofe 
habits of intoxication, idlenefs, and irregula¬ 
rity, as well as want of accuracy in his infor¬ 
mation, it is n^ceflary to mention as one 
chief caufe of the firlf difficulties of the Co¬ 
lony, and of the firft commercial difappoint- 
ments of the* Company. It is partly to be 
aferibed to the extraordinary negledt of this 
perfon (whom it was the duty of the Gover¬ 
nor and Council to direct and control) that 
the colony was not fupplied with any frefh 
provifions before the lickly feafon arrived. 
The Company’s {hips were not employed for 
this purpofe, as was dire&ed to be done ; and 
the original body of inftru&ions to the Go¬ 
vernor and Council, drawn up by the Court 
of Dire&ors and read to the proprietors, re¬ 
ceived little or no confideration till long after 
this period. Confufion in the accounts, in 
the. ftores, if* the government, in the infor¬ 
mation 
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matron fent home, and in the operations of 
every kind prevailed; and this confufion not 
only tended to aggravate in many ways the 
diftrefs of the fickly feafon, hut it ought, per¬ 
haps, to be Iftated as one principal occafion of 
the extraordinary mortality. 

The Directors by no means make thefe 
obfervations with any perional views, hm 
they think it their duty, when they are Rat¬ 
ing the material events that have happened, 

■ 1 to declare alfo their own impartial opinion of 
the caufes which have led to them. And as 
all the diRreffes and difficulties of the colony 
were during the firft rainy feafon at their 
height, they think it proper to be very par¬ 
ticular in their defcription both of the ante¬ 
cedent Rate of things, and of this calamitous 
period itfelf. The difference, and indeed the 
contraR, that has been experienced between 
the RrR and fecond rainy feafons, enables 
them to do this without fear either of greatly 
difpiriting the proprietors, or difcrediting the 
undertaking. 

The ficknefs was the moR fevere and 
alarming at the beginning of the rains: 
about 800 blacks were fuppofed to be laid 
up at one time, and very few paffed through 
the whole of this trying feafon without fome 
indifpoiition. The diforder, which was the 
fever common to hot climates, while it affe&ed 
in different degrees the blacks and whites 
almoR indilcriminately, proved much the moR 
fatal to the Europeans, and efpccially to thofe 

living 
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living on ftiore ; among whom the mortality 
was, at one time, fuch as to excite reafonable 
apprehenfions concerning the practicability of 
the whole undertaking, in the minds of any 
perfons not well acquainted with the peculiar 
circumftances of the cafe. 

In the height of the ficknefs, all the me- 
Ufod perfons, with but one exception, were 
laid up, fo that a few of the chief fervants 
only could be properly attended. The ftore- 
keepers, living in a damp ftorehoufe, were 
fome of the firft victims ; increalyig difficulty 
and confufion in the delivery of the {tores 
was the confequence: a retail {hop had not 
yet been fet up, nor had a money-medium 
been eftablilhed ; the doors of the ftorehoufe 
were continually crouded, but neither food 
nor phyfic, nor the other neceflaries for the 
fick, though fupplied by the Directors in 
fufficient quantities, were properly diftri- 
buted. The'fettlers huts, which were very 
{mall, were alfo many of them damp, and a 
few were as yet unfinilhed: a great depref- 
fion of fpirits at the fame time generally pre¬ 
vailed, which produced a total helpleftnefs 
in the cafe of one or two families from 
England, and this was one chief aggravation 
of the diforder. 

The Directors will not here anticipate all 
the more particular information which they 
will have to give on the head of the co¬ 
lony's health, fince it will be found in its 
place m a fubfequent part of this report: 
they will at prefent only mention that almoft 

one 
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Oftc; half of the whites living on fliore were 
carried off during this dreadful feafon, and 
nearly one tenth of the Noya Scotians. 

The colo'ny was juft emerging from that 
ftate of diftrefs into which it had been thrown, 
when a new event of a perplexing kind 
called for the attention of the government* 
A Ihip arrived from the Ifle of * Bulam, hav¬ 
ing on board a great number of paflengers, 
many of them extremely fick, who delired 
to be received into the colony. The Direc¬ 
tors of the Sierra Leone Company had pre- 
vioufly declined accepting propofals to go 
out as colonifts, made to them in England 
by many of the fame perfons who went to 
Bulam ; for they had conceived the firft fuc- 
cefs of their colony eflentially to depend on 
the exclufion of all Europeans ; thofe alone 
excepted who, being in the regular pay of 
the Company were entirely fubje^t to them. 
They were afraid that even a few men from 
hence of an improper caft, in the fituation of 
independent fcttlers, might materially pre¬ 
judice or endanger the undertaking; that 
they might corrupt the morals of the colony, 
refufe due obedience to government, as well 
as excite a fpirit of general difeontent; and 
if for any of thefe caufes they fhould be ex- 

* The Iile of Bulam, on which the Bulam AiTociation pro- 
pofed to make a fettlement, is iituated near the mouth of the 
Rio Grande, about two and a half degrees, or about 175 miles 
north of Sierra Leone. The Bollam, or Bulam Shore, here¬ 
after fpoken of, is the ihore immediately oppofitc Sierra Leone. 
—See Map, 

eluded 
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eluded from the fettlement, that they might 
then only be driven, efpecially if they had 
left debts in England, to feek a precarious 
■ livelihood, by various improper m§ans, among 
the neighbouring natives, and perhaps even¬ 
tually to turn to Slave Tradefs. 

j 

The Dire&ors had been determined by 
thefe confiderations to forbid for the prel'ent, 
with a very few exceptions, the admillion of 
Europeans into the colony; they had alfo 
deemed it neceflary to inquire very ftri£tly f 
both into the chara&ers and circumftances of 
thofe who went out in their fervice; and they 
had made it a rule to let no man go to Sierra 
Leone, who left debts in England undif- 
charged ; a rule of great ufe and importance, 
the principle of which mult be given up if 
the Bulam adventurers, who were a body of 
men unknown to the Sierra Leone Company, 
{hould be received there. The Directors had 
taken the precaution of informing the Gover¬ 
nor and Council very fully of their fenti- 
ments, on the whole of this important fub- 

; and they had directed that every 
friendly afliftance {hould be rendered to the 
Bulam colony; but in cafe it {hould happen 
that they {hould leave Bulam and come to 
Sierra Leone, that they were not to be al¬ 
lowed permanently to fettle there. The 
Sierra Leone government, in conformity 
with thefe inftru&ions, declined receiving the 
palfengers from Bulam as refidents into the 
colony ; but after fupplying the lick with a 
few-neceflarfes, who were accommodated for 

a Ihort 
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a fhyprt tinie on fhore, they filrnifhed them 
with a veffel to aflift in bringing them back 
to England, as their own (hip, the Calypfo, 
was exceedingly crouded. 

The Directors have thought it proper to 
ftate thus fully nnd explicitly, both the orders 
fent out and the motives which operated with 
them on the occalion that has been juft 

J 

fpoken of: they were by no means a&uated 
by narrow views of monopoly and jealoufy 
* of other traders ; nor fhall they ever fuffer 
themfelves, as they truft, to be governed by 
any fuch principles ; and they are perfuaded 
alfo, that they fhall only fecond the views of 
the proprietors, by giving encouragement and 
afliftance to any prudent and well regulated 
fchemes of fqttlement on the coaft of Africa, 
fo far as it can be done without too much 
expenfe to themfelves, and without com¬ 
mitting to any frefh hazard the interefts of 
their own colony. 

The chief object that engaged the atten¬ 
tion of the government of Sierra Leone after 
the ficknefs abated, was the diftribution of 
the lots of land ; a work much more arduous 
than had been expe&ed. It was found im- 
pra&icable indeed to give at once to each in¬ 
dividual his lot of twenty acres ; thofe lands 
of the Company which are either contiguous 
to the water fide, or within a reafonable dis¬ 
tance from Freetown, not being fufficient for 
the purpofe. Even the labour of cutting the 
neceffary paths, and of meafuring fo great a 
. . tra& 
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tra£l of country, would have been too gre*it 
to be eafily accomplished in a fmgle fcal'on. 
The Nova Scotians were made lo i'enlible of 
this, that tliey were willing to accept of four 
acre lots for the prefent, of which however 
they now became exceedingly eager to have 
immediate polfcifion. 

Both the Directors and the Sierra Leone 
Government were earneft to have this impor¬ 
tant work effected; for they were bound by 
the fpirit of the promifes made in Nova Scotia 
to lolc no time in difirihating the land, they 
were urged alfo by the continual importuni¬ 
ties of the colonifts, and they were at the 
fame time influenced by pecuniary conlider- 
ations to attempt the moft fpeedy accomplifh- 
ment of the bufinefs; fincc each colonill 
either continued to draw from the public 
ftores a gratuitous allowance of provifions, 
until his lot of ground was given him, or 
elfe was employed in working under the 
Company, when perhaps there was no great 
occalion for his fervices. 

The orders fent ouf by the Dirc&ors on 
the fubjedt of provifions, extended only to 
an allowance for a term that was fpccified, 
and applied equally to the Nova Scotians, to 
the Company’s fervanU, and to the few co¬ 
lonifts from hence. The government were 
inftrudled to give to all thefe univerfaliy three 
months full allowance, equal to the common 
army allowance, and three months half al¬ 
lowance ; but they, conceiving that the mo- 
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tivcs which fuggcfted the giving of this gra** 
tuity, as well as the equity and even the 
neceflity of the cafe, called for fome cxtenlion 
of it, thought proper to continue giving it to 
all thofe colonifts who were kept out of pof- 
l'eflion of their four acre lots of land, and 
who were not engaged in the Company’s 
employ. The Directors, though fenfible of 
the great charge to which they were fubj eat¬ 
ing the Company, on taking all circumftan- 
ces into their conlideration, could not refufc 
their acquiefcence in thefe meafures of the 
government. 

The importance of proceeding with as little 
delay as poftible in the diftribution of the 
lands was l'o llrongly felt in the colony, that 
the Company’s Surveyor of buildings (who 
took on him the duty of the Surveyor of 
lands, the latter having returned on ac¬ 
count of ill health to England) attempted 
with the greateft fpirit to begin his opera¬ 
tions, together with a party of Nova Scotians, 
even before the rains were over; but he was 
repeatedly flopped by ficknefs. Nearly the 
whole fucceeding dry feafon was confumed 
before the complete furvey and diftribution 
of the four acre lots were finilhed, though 
very great and conftant exertions were made, 
and a large party of men were employed in 
the work. 

The Directors feel much regret at having 
to mention to the Proprietors, that the land 
adjoining to the fettlement has proved by no 

* -means 
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means fo good as every account received be¬ 
fore the inftitution of the Company had led 
them to expert. The defeription given of it 
in the work of Lieutenant Matthews, to 
which they had in fomc meal'ure trulled, 
is far more favourable than further oblerva- 
tion of that particular part of the country 
would have julliiied. The Directors Hate 
this to be a di('appointment of the molt lerious 
kind, to which may be alcribcd many of 
the difficulties, and a great part of the unex¬ 
pected charges, that have attended the cRu- 
blilhment of the colony. The l'cite of Free¬ 
town is untjueftionably the belt that can be 
found, in refpeCt of the lalubriiy of the air, 
the goodneis of the water, and the conve¬ 
nience of the landing-place; it can hardly 
fail therefore to continue the chief place of 
trade, though other parts at a moderate dis¬ 
tance, particularly frhofe on the oppolite fide 
of the river, wi]l be found the molt favour- 
able« to cultivation. Confiderable pains and 
expenfe have been beftowed on the improve¬ 
ment of the landin*g-place; fcveral other 
public works of the firfl importance, fuch as 
the credting of a church, hol'pital, warc- 
lioufcs, and other buildings (of which the 
frames were fent from hence), the fencing 
and cultivating of a garden of experiment, 
and the execution of fomc mcafures for the 
defence of the colony, have alfo coidlantly 
occupied a confiderable number of the Nova 
Scotia blacks, and have cauled a very large 
• b 2 expenfe. 



( 20 ) 

expenfe. The Directors have the fatisfa&ion 
of observing, that no fort has been thought 
necelfary. 

As the fccond dry feafon advanced, the 
colony appears to have been improving in all 
refpedts. An alteration was made in the 
mode of government, a new council of three 
perfons having been determined on by the 
Court of Directors inftead of a council of 
eight; and two gentlemen of confiderable ex¬ 
perience the one ufed to a new colony, 
the other to a tropical climate, were the coun- 
fellors fent out. 

Regular minutes of council were kept from 
this period, and all'o a journal of every ma¬ 
terial tranfa&ion in the colony, copies of 
which were lent to England from time to 
time. Periodical reports of the progrefs of 
each principal fervant of the Company, in his 
particular department, were alfo made to the 
government, and tranfmitted, together with 
their remarks thereon, to the Directors; an 
indent was lent home of all the European 
articles likely to be confumed annually by the 
colonills ; a more correct mode of corref- 
ponding was entered upon; and the original 
inftrud.ions of the Court, as well as various 
parts of their fubfequent letters, were now, 
for the lirll time, fully anfvvered. 

* Mr. Dawes and Mr. Macaulay. 

At 
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At the fame nera when this improvement 
took place in refpcft to the intelligence lent 
to England, the internal order of the colony 
appears to have advanced materially. New 
plans- were formed for the maintenance of the 
police and the adminiftration of*juftice; more 
general harmony began to prevail alfo among 
the Company’s fervants; lome pains were 
taken to bring up and fettle properly the Gom- 
pany’s accounts which had fallen into great 
confulion, and more regularity of every kind 
was introduced : at the fame time t(ie public 
works gradually advanced, a plan was formed 
for rebuilding the town on a more extenlivc 
fcale; and the natives (who continued per- 
fc'flly friendly and often flocked to the fettle- 
ment) appeared to view the improving ftate 
of Sierra Leone wkh increafing fatisfa£tion. 

The breaking out*of the war indeed at this 
time damped the hopes, and in lome meafure 
interrupted the progrefs, of the rifing colony; 
the embargo laid on Hypping in England, at 
the beginning of it, detained fomc of the Com¬ 
pany’s veffels at a very inconvenient period; 
the prohibition to fend out provilions, ex¬ 
cept in lhips armed, as well as failing with 
convoy, proved alfo highly detrimental to the 
fcttlement: great murmurs were excited by 
the temporary want of flour, which was the 
confequcnce, and the dread of not being able 
to get from the neighbourhood a fufficient 
quantity of rice (the fubftitute for bread to 

b 3 which 
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wjjich the Directors trufted) occafioned very 
ferious uneafinefs to the government. The ad¬ 
ditional price that was laid on the Company’s 
goods, in confequencc of the war, aggravated 
the dilcontent of the colonifts ; and a part of 
the propofed ■' plan for rebuilding the town 
was about this time vehemently objected to 
by the Nova Scotians, they refilling to admit 
of a refervation of ground near the iliore, 
which the Government thought proper to 
make for the fake of public convenience : this 
laft difpute was fettled, after lb me degree of 
conccllion on the part of the company. The 
i'ecret caufe, however, to which the Diredlors 
have been informed that much of the dilfa- 
tisfa&ion prevailing at this period may be 
traced, was the unbecoming conduct of one 
of the Company’s fervants, who, on Mr. Clark- 
lon’s leaving the colony, took occaiion to 
prejudice a considerable 'party of labourers 
working under him, againft- the fucceeding 
government. This body of men made an at¬ 
tempt to raife the price of labour in the co¬ 
lony, which was already very high, by com¬ 
bining to leave their work; but not finding 
the government inclined to yield in any mea- 
fure to their wilhes, they returned, after a 
week’s interval, to their employments, and 
the Company’s lervant who was fuppofed to 
have fown the feeds of this difiention, and 
who had all'o manifefted the greateft dif- 
refpefl: towards the government, having come 
to England, was dilinifled from the fervice. 

For 
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For the fake of fatisfying the minds of the 
colonifts, and fecuring the peace of rlie fettl*e- 
mcnt, it was agreed that two delegates, to 
be chofcn by th£ whole body of Nova 
•Scotians, Ihould be fent to Engluhd to lay 
their complaints before the Cojut of Direc¬ 
tors. This mcafure appears to liavc imme¬ 
diately produced the good cffeCt expc&ed 
from it. 

Many circumftanccs happened during the 
courfe of this fecond fealon, which clearly 
demonftrated the practicability of introducing 
cultivation, trade, and civilization into Africa, 
although the prevalence of the Slave Trade, 
and the counteracting influence of the perfons 
engaged in it aimolt every where impeded, 
more or lefs, the views of the Company. One 
of the Members of Council, accompanied by 
another l'ervant of the Company, made a 
voyage to the Ifland of Bananas, the Cama- 
ranoas River, and the Plaintain Ifland, all 
lying to the fouth of Sierra Leone, convcrfcd 
with fome of the chiefs, and happily removed, 
in a great meafure, the prejudices which they 
had imbibed againft the Company, whofe 
defigns had been reprefented to them as di- 
redtly hoftile to their interefl:. As much in¬ 
formation on the general fubjcCt of Civiliza¬ 
tion will be given in detail hereafter, no more 
than the brief mention of the fuccefs of the 
Company’s endeavours to interefl: the chiefs in 
their favour, feems in this place neccflary. 

• # 4 The 
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# The advancing ftate of a regular planta¬ 
tion of the Company, worked by native la¬ 
bourers, on the fide of the river oppofite to 
Freetown a is another fubjedfc necelfary to he 
noticed here, in order to give a juft idea 
of the progress of the Colony ; but this alfo, 
as well as the benefits derived from the la¬ 
bours of the Company’s botanift, will be more 
particularly fpoken of under the head of Cul¬ 
tivation. 

The Dire&ors are forry to mention, that 
the exertions of their mineralogift, who was 
promiiing to himfelf great fuccefs in his rc- 
fearches, were fuddenly terminated by an un- 
happy accident which brought, on his death. 
His impatience to purfue the ohjedts for the 
lake of which he went out, led him, contrary 
to the opinion of the Governor and Council, 
to attempt an incurfion into the interior 
country before the rains were over: he was 
furnilhed with goods to the amount of jT200 
or £ 300, with which he propofed to trade as 
well as to purchafe neceflaries during his 
journey, and he was attended when he fet 
off by one or two free blacks. It appears 
that he w as after a fhort time plundered of 
his goods, in a part of the country wdiere fome 
danger of this fort might have been appre¬ 
hended. When he got back to Sierra Leone, 
he was too weak and exhaufted by a fever, 
which he had contradted during his expedi¬ 
tion, to give any diftindt account of his mis¬ 
fortunes, or of the hardfhips he had fuffered 
on his return, and he died a few davs after. 

A number 
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A number of other circumftances very.in- 
tercfting to the colony, and to the feelings of 
the Directors, liaye happened from time to 
time, which, if they were all detailed, would 
extend this report to a very conlidcrable 
length : the recital of them would tend to 
ihew the variety of unexpe&cd difficulties, 
accidents, and dangers to which a new co¬ 
lony is fiibjetft, and more fully to explain the 
caufes of that very large expenditure which 
the Directors will have to Hate: it would 
alfo ferve to exhibit the growing ftrength of 
the colony; and to prove that it has now 
become much more able to furmount any 
common accident, than it had been during its 
earlier infancy. 

One event not yet noticed deferves to be 
particularized; that of the arrival at Sierra 
Leone of the late King Naimbanna’s foil, 
who had come to England for education, and 
his death within two days after. His cha- 
ra&er and improvement in learning will 
make an interciting article, when the parti¬ 
cular point of the Civilization of Africa is 
conlideied. His father, who was king or 
chief of Sierra Leone, died.a few months 
after the inftitution of the colony, to which 
he (hewed himlelf on all occafions the firmeft 
friend, and the news of his deceafe occafioned 
his fon’s return. It is not at all probable, 
that if the fon had lived he would have been 
elected King by the chiefs with whom the 
choice lies ; for they feem difpofed in this 
• inftancc, 
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inftancc, as has been the cuftom in other 
cafes, to prefer feme perfon of a more ad¬ 
vanced age to all the young relations of the 
deceafed. But though the Dire&ors had no 
expectation that the foil would fuccecd to the 
fituation of his father, yet there were cir- 
cumftances which led them to hope that he 
would not fail to render moll; important fer- 
vices to the Company on his return to his 
native country ; and they therefore wifh to 
pay to his memory the juft tribute of obferv- 
ing, that they conlidcr the death of fo lincere 
a friend to the Sierra Leone Company, and 
of fo enlightened an African, as one of the 
calamities with which they have been viftted, 
and as one of the inftances in which Provi? 
dcnce has been pleafed to difappoint the im¬ 
mediate hopes and expedtatyons of the infant 
colony. A fufpicion arofe amongft his coun¬ 
trymen, in confequcnce of the groundlefs 
fuggeftion of a black, that he. had been poi- 
foiled by a lervant of the Company on fliip 
board, and a long palaver was held upon the 
fubjedt ; by which, though it ended favour¬ 
ably, feme alarm was excited in the fettle- 
ment, and fome very unreafonable expenfes, 
through the neceflity of entertaining a great 
concourfe of natives, were incurred. 

The Dircdtors in giving this hiftorical ac¬ 
count of the colony, which they have now 
brought down to the beginning of the lccond 
rainy feafon, have not lpoken of the Trade 

of 
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of the Company, that being a fubjeft which 
will be better treated of by itfelf. It muft be 
obvious, from the # view of things which has 
been given, that the eflablilhmjnt of the 
colony, involving as it has done the liappinefs 
of above a thoufand perfons, and implicating 
alfo in a great mcafure the future commer¬ 
cial intcreils of the Company, has hitherto 
been the chief object. Conliderable exertions 
however were made during the fecond dry 
fealbn in the way of trade, the Governor and 
Council having followed up the orders fent 
out on this fubjed with great fpirit. 

But i re the Directors have to mention 
anoJier calamity very lately announced to 
them, which is likely to produce Ionic degree 
of inconvenience co the colony, as well as in¬ 
terruption lothejtrade; but which is chiefly 
to be lamented on account of the pecuniary 
lofs attending it, Namely, the defl.rud.ion of 
the Company’s ftorc-lhip the York, with a 
conliderable quantity of goods in her, by lire. 
Thefe confilted partly of the cargo of the 
fhip Harpy, which had lately arrived from 
England, and partly of African produce, va¬ 
lued at about £400o, which had been col¬ 
lected by the Company’s fmall veflels up and 
down the coaft, and was on the point of being 
fent to England. The fire is ftated to have 
happened in the day time, but to have fpread 
neverthelefs with great rapidity, having caught 
the awning over the deck: fome attempts 
were made to induce both the natives and 
• fettlcrs 
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lettiers to afTifl in cxtinguifhing it, but they 
all reiufed to approach the vefi'el, conceiving 
that a large quantity of gunpowder was on 
board, nor f would they credit any aflurances 
to the contrary. The whole lofs fuftained 
by the Company on this occafion, is calcu¬ 
lated by the Governor and Council at above 
£.15,000. No infurance had been made either 
on the velTel or the goods in her, which in¬ 
deed it would not have been very practi¬ 
cable to eifeCt, to any conliderable extent, 
under all the circumftances of the cafe. The 

4 

fame veflcl which brought home the account 
of the fire, brought alfo the firft information 
both of the collection of this African pro¬ 
duce, and of the arrival at Sierra Leone of 
the goods which were burnt. 

r 

The Directors have the fatisfaCtion of ob- 
ferving to the Court, that the fame difpatches 
which conveyed this unhappy intelligence, 
brought alfo very favourable accounts of the 
colony, particularly in refpeCt to healthinefs, 
up to the end of the fecond rainy feafon. 
In the period correfponding to that which 
had carried off, in the preceding year, one 
tenth of the blacks and nearly one half of the 
whites, no particular mortality had happened ; 
and yet the lull feafon is faid to have been 
more unfavourable than ufual, the rains hav¬ 
ing been heavy, and the mortality in the 
neighbouring factories uncommonly great. It 
is obfervable alfo, that the refidents on fhoxe 
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are found now to have tlieir health in # uch 
better than thofe on {hip-board, the expe¬ 
rience of the fecoi^d year being in this refpedi 
the reverie of the experience o£ the ftrft : 
even the mortality on {hip-board, however, 
appears in the fecond year to have decreafcd. 
On the whole therefore the Dire&ors trud, 
that iince the colony has Hood its ground 
even during tire word part of a very un¬ 
healthy year, it may now fairly be conhdcrcd 
as in a date of progrcllive improvement. 

Having thus brought the Hidory of the 
fettlement down to the period of Chridmas 
1793, the Directors will date in the next place 
fome circumdances which have taken place in 
England, before they proceed to give an ac¬ 
count of the fums which have been expended, 
and of the prefent date of the Company’s 
capital. • 

It has been, already mentioned that two 
delegates, chofen by the body of Nova Sco¬ 
tians, were permitted’by the Governor and 
council to go to England, in order to lay the 
various complaints of their condiments be¬ 
fore the Court of Dire&ors. .They prefented 
a petition purporting to be the lenfe of the 
whole body, couched in drong terms, which 
however the Directors have fome reafon to 
think were not thoroughly approved by a great 
part of the Nova Scotians : the petition had 
never been {hewn to the Governor and Coun¬ 
cil. The points complained of were, chiefly, 
• the 
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the high pi ice of goods at the Company’s (lore- 
houfe; the inadequate wages paid to them by 
the Company for their labour ; the norlfulfil- 
ment of certain promifes faid to have been 
made to them by Mr. Clarklon ; and a variety 
of trifling inftances of fuppoled miicondudt in 
the fucceeding Governor. 

The Court of Directors, after fully confi- 
dering the petition, and hearing the evidence 
of the delegates thereupon, came to the fol¬ 
lowing resolution, which was communicated 
to them: 

< 

44 Refolved, 

44 That the Court confuler the petition of 
44 the Nova Scotians as baity, and the fa£ts 
44 therein mentioned as chiefly founded on 
44 miftake and misinformation. 

44 That it appears to have been drawn up 
44 and agreed to, at a time when the unfon- 
44 tunate delay of the Company’s fhips, through 
44 the breaking out of the war, had occaiioned 
44 l'ome temporary diftrefs and dlflfatisfadfion, 
44 which fome deiigniiig perfon or perfons 
“ then in the colony may have contributed 
“ to increafe. 

“ The Court are of opinion therefore, that 
46 through the arrival of the large Supplies 
44 lately lent from hence, and the continued 
44 care and attention of the Governor and 
“ Council to the interefts of the colony, every 
44 material caufe of difTatisfa&ion will have 
44 ceafcd before the arrival of thefe refolutipns 
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<c at Sierra Leone. As it is undoubtedly 
K the interefts of the colonifts, fo the Di- 
“ reCtors truft it .will alfo be their general 
li wilh, to promote harmony and fo difcoun- 
iS tenance all factious attempts to difcrcdit 
“ the Government of Sierra Deone; fince on 
“ their due obedience to government, under 
“ the blefling of Providence, their happinefs, 
“ their liberty, and perhaps their very lives, 
€< depend. It is on this ground that the 
“ Directors earneftly exhort the general body 
<c of Nova Scotians, both as freemen and 
<c as Chriftians, to difeourage all unreafon-. 
ct able difeontent, to pay refpedt and obe- 
“ dience to the government: and if, contrary 
“ to the Directors expectations, any adtual 
<l grievances fhould exift at the time of re- 
w ceiving this resolution, the Court of Di- 
“ reCtors recommend it to the Nova Scotians 
“ temperately to freprefent the cafe to the 
<c Governor and Council. But if they fhould 
“ Hereafter conceive it to be neceflary fo 
“ prefer their complaints hither, that they 
“ will, in fuch cafe, previoufly acquaint the 
“ Governor and Council with the purport of 
u them; in order that the Court may receive 
tc their fentiments thereupon, and may thus 
“ have the whole of the fubjeCl at once be- 
“ fore them.” 

The delegates having been made acquainted’ 
with the above refolution, a very hafty re- 
monftrance from them was the confequence, 
in which they betrayed the fame kind of vc- 
' * * hemence 
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hegience and difrefpeft to the Court of Direct 
tors, which had occafionally been fhewn to 
the government at Sierra Leone. * After 
about two, months further detention in Eng¬ 
land, during which it was thought proper to 
make them a •fmall allowance for their fub- 
fiftence, and after fome further interviews 
with the Directors, they fet fail, having ap¬ 
parently become perfectly well difpofed to the 
Company. 

The Proprietors muft probably have been 
. led to reflect in the courl’e of the preceding 
Hiftory, and efpecially in confequence of the 
laft mentioned circumftances, how important 
as well as difficult a part of the Directors duty 
it has been, to give tolerable fatisfadtion to 
the Nova Scotians on the pne hand, and to 
avoid every profufe and improper application 
of the Company’s funds on the other. And 
indeed the Directors hav’e fa often had oc- 
caiion to.notice to the Court the trouble and 
expenfe which the Nova Scotians have oc- 
calToncd, that fome doubt may probably have 
' been excited, concerning the general expe¬ 
diency of the .meafure of introducing them 
into the dolony. A few further obfervations 
feem therefore neceflary to be added, in order 
to leave a juft impreffion both of the advan- 

* It has fince appeared that the Delegates held communi> 
cation with the difmifled fervant of the Company (at this timo 
in England) who has been already alluded to. 


i 


.tages 



( 33 ) 

tages and difadvantages which have refulfcd 
from the migration of this body of men to 
Sierra Leone. • 

' It mud be admitted that the chafge which 
they have brought on the Company has been 
extremely great; the grant of provisions, 
which was made on the principle already 
mentioned, may be eftimated at about twenty 
thoufand pounds; the Company’s eftabliih- 
ment has in almoft every part of it been uni 
avoidably enlarged in proportion to the num¬ 
ber of colonifts; the Company’s ihipe have 
been neceifarily employed in a great meafure 
for their ufe; and an expenfe has likewifc 
been incurred in the diftribution of the lands 
allotted to them ; fome lofs has alfo been fuf- 
tained by taking more of them into the Com¬ 
pany’s employ, than were always wanted for 
the public fervice, and by allowing them at 
the fame time a rate of wages which, though 
complained of in feveral of their memorials, 
to the government, was at lead twice as high 
as that given to the natives, who neverthelefs 
are nearly equal to the Nova Scotians in the 
article of common labour ; though it. mud be 
confefled that the natives are totally incapable 
of fome very neceflary branches of work, 
with which the Nova Scotians are tolerably 
well acquainted. 

Thele are the principal charges to which 
the Company has been fubjefted by the ac- 
ceffion of this body of colonifts: they are 
charges of wlych for the mod part it was, 

^ c from 
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frdm the nature of them* impoffible to make 
any juft eftimate before-hand, and the ex¬ 
tent of which, on account of the unexpected 
number that embarked, as well as the various 
delays and disappointments that happened at 
Sierra Leone, was certainly not forefeen. 
But it fhould be remembered, that when the 
Directors invited thefe Settlers to Sierra Leone 
they aCted neceifarily on probabilities; they 
were aware that various circumftances very 
difficult to be calculated might arife, but a 
prompt dfecifion on their part was indifpen- 
fible. They thought it prudent, on the whole 
to make the promifes in the declaration that 
has been read to the Court, and the Nova 
Scotians have crofted the Teas on the faith of 
having them fulfilled. The Directors how¬ 
ever fairly avow, that, befides a literal com¬ 
pliance with the ftipulations made in Nova 
Scotia, they confider themfelves alfo to be 
under a moral obligation not to leave the 
colohifts to experience any extremities, which 
the Company can relieve, until it fhall be 
pofliblc for them to fupport themfelves by 
their lands', or by fome other means : and on 
this ground it is that they have never yet 
hefitated to fend out to the fettlement what- 
foever goods they had reafon to believe were 
flri&ly neceflary for its confumption ; leaving 
it to the difcretion of the Governor and 
Council to furnilh fuch articles, as they 
thought fit to the colonifts on credit. 
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If thofe expectations which the Directors 
formed, and which they think they had good 
reafon to form at the time when tli§y invited 
over the Nova Scotians, had been ’fulfilled $ 
if the land round Freetown had been as fruit¬ 
ful as it was defcribedj and the Nova Scotians 
had proved as manageable and as induftrious 
as they were reprefented, and as they appeared 
for fome fpace of time to be; the charges 
would then unqueftionably haVe been lefs,*' 
and the advantages on the other hand would 
have been much greater, than they have 
proved: nor can any doubt be entertained thatf 
the tranfplanting of this body of men to Sierra 
Leone would, in that cafe, have been a mea- 
fure in a high degree beneficial both to thern- 
felves, to the Company, and to Africa. f 

But even under all the difficulties and dif- 
appointments which* have arifen, the advan¬ 
tages that have refulted from their migration 
have -been many and important $ though they 
have been advantages that have accrued rather 
to Africa and to the colonifts themfelves, than 
to the Proprietors. 

A more rapid improvement in the healthi- 
nefs of the fettlement, through the more en¬ 
larged fize of the town, and the more ex¬ 
tended cultivation of the foil, a greater facility 
in inducing valuable men to go out on ac¬ 
count of the greater importance of the under¬ 
taking, a more confiderable extenfion of the 
Company’s reputation and influence in Africa> 
ar*d "quicker progrefs in civilization, but, 

c 2 above 
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above ill, a far greater fecurity hereby ob¬ 
tained againft any attack that might be dreaded 
either from the natives or*any other enemy— 
all thefe are advantages which evidently be¬ 
long to an undertaking on a larger, rather 
than to one on a fmaller, fcale; and if there¬ 
fore there be no danger, left the funds which 
may properly be deftined to the eftabliihment 
of the colony fhould be exhaufted before it 
has arrived at maturity, it can hardly be de¬ 
nied that fo powerful a body of colonifts muft 
afford a far better profped of fucceeding in 
the great objeds of the inftitution. 


The Diredors in proceeding to lay before 
the Court an account of the Expenfes which 
have been incurred, and a general ftate of 
the Company’s finances* have only further 
to premiie, that in difcharging their impor¬ 
tant truft, they have endeavoured to pradife 
that fptfties of oeconomy which is conneded 
both with found polity and with fubftantial 
juftiee. They have had a duty to fulfil to 
three defcriptions of perfons: to the Pro¬ 
prietors in the firft place, with whofe money 
they have been entrufted; to their fervants 
at home and abroad, who ought to be fairly 
requited according to the nature of their fer- 
vices; and they have alfo been under that 
obligation of duty to the colonifts which has 
.keen already fpoken of. To reconcile thefe 

different, 
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different, for they will not call them ex¬ 
tending, claims, has been the great object of 
the Dire&ors. • 

They will ftate firft the Expenfes incurred 
in eftablifliing the colony, of Which, though 
the total can hardly fail to be tolerably cor- 
* red, yet many particulars, in confequence of 
the caufes already Hated, are taken merely 
from eftimate. 


c 3 


EXPENSES 
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EXPENSES INCURRED 


ESTABLISHING THE COLONY. 


Charges antecedent to the incor¬ 
poration of the Company, 

confiding chiefly of two fmall veflels, fent 
to explore the country with a view to a 
future fettlemcnt - - - 

Charges of incorporation 


Charges of Home Eftablilhment,viz. 

Furniture and repairs of the Sierra Leone Houfe 
Houf'keeper’s falary, coals, candles, houfe' 
rent and taxes, and other incidental ex- 
penfes for about two years, to Chriftmas 

} 79 3 - . " ' “ - . 

Printing, advertifing, portage, books, ftation- ‘ 1 

ary and counting-houfe charges, for about . 
two years, to ditto - c - 
Officers and clerks falaries to ditto 


1200 


5000 


1850 


1480 


Expenfc oTeducating and clothing natives fent 1 , 

to EngJaiui, and their paflTages, about - J 

Charges of the Eftabiiihment at 
Sierra Leone, viz. 

Temporary allowance of proyifions to all the I 
Company’s fervants, and expenfe of the C 
table of the governor, botanirt, and minera-Q 
logift, &c. eftimated at ' - -) 

Paflfage of fervants and artificers out and home, 1 
crtimated at - - - S 000 

Their travelling expenfes and other charges T g 
in England - - - J 3 ®° 

Amount of falaries to Sierra Leone fervants 1 
. for about two years, toChrirtmas 1793 -J ^ 5 00 


3155 


,16130 


.22C05 


Carried forward 
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£’ 

Brought forward .... 

Incidental expenfes in the Colony, 

viz. # 

Medicines, furgical inftruments, books and ) , 

llationary, Sec. - - - -j • 3 ° 

Equipment of botaniil and mineralogifl: - 400 

Prefents to chiefs, expenfe of palavers, and ) 

various other incidental charges - - j 1 5 00 


£■ 

2ZOO5 


3530 


Expenfe of the Outfit and Maintenance") 

of fuch part of the Company’s SHIPPING, as was I 
employed for the protection and accommodation f 17840 
of the colony, and in collecting provisions and live I 
ilock on the coafl, about - - - J 

Expenfe of Provifions granted to the colo- | 
nilts before they were put into pofleflion of their f 20000 
lands, eftimated at - - - - J 

SuudryLolTes andGratuities in England, 

confifting chiefly of fums advanced to the Com¬ 
pany’s fervants, which were not recovered through 
their dying or retiring from the fervice, and of ^ 1245 

gratuities paid according to the terms of the Com- ' 
pany’s engagement to the near relations of the 
deceafed - 

~v SUPPOSED EXPENSE m ESTABLISHING the 1 AjAttrx 
^ - COLONY - - - J 6 * 6z0 

To which is to be added the lofs fuftained 1 
by the burning of the (hip York, efti- > 154^0 
mated at - a - - J 

And other lofles by robbery, damage 1 
through expofure to the climate, and > 3000 

articles that proved unferviceable - j 

. - 18000 


SUPPOSED EXPENSE of ESTABLISHING 7 - 
the COLONY, the LOSS INCLUDED - J** 83020 

The CAP 1 TAL STOCK of the Company b 235280 
The intereft received thereon is - 7619 


Making together 

prom which if the above fum of 


242899 

82620 be taken. 


ITiere remains - - £.160279 to be 

accounted for, which is done in the following manner; 
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DE^D STOCK at SIERRA LEONE, which, though fated 
as part of the remaining effects of the Company, it neverthe- 
lefs not to be confidered as convertible into money, nor as 
bearing a value by any means eqial to the fum which it has 
coft, confining of buildings, lands, and fortifications, Sec. 
at Sierra L«°ne. 


Buildings belonging to the Company, viz. 

Coft at Sierra Leone of a church, warehoufe, 1 £. £• 

range of Ihops, two hofpitals, two dwelling- I 
houfes, ana four canvas houfes, fent from | 

England, about - - -J 

Coft at Sierra Leone of various materials for > 
lini thing the buildings belonging to the ( 

Company, via. brick's, tiles, lime, fcant-f 00 
ling, and deals, about - - > 

Coft of putting together the buildings fent") 
out, and of the e reft ion of other buildings 1 
for the ufe of the Company’s fervants, | 530 ° 
about -J 

Expended in improving the landing-place, 1 
making a wharf, roads, and fundry public L 3000 
works, about - - - J 

A large crane, fire engines, &c. - 705 

Furniture for the ufe of the governor, phy- ) 
iician, and chaplain - - f 5 °° 


45 00 


33oo 


3000 


*593S 


2500 


Lands, viz. 

Expended in purchafe of lands at Sierra 1 
Leone and in cultivation qn the Company’s > 1759 
account - - - - -J 

In the allotment of lands to the Nova ScoO 
tians, on which a" rent is referved to the > 2500 
Company, about - - - -J *-■ — - 

Articles for the defence of the 
colony, viz. 

Expended in arms, ammunition, and other ) 
articles - - - \ ** 00 

In laboor and conftruftion of works of defence - 2000 

about . 


4 * 5 ® 


2509 


45 00 


Total Dead Stock 
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£• 


« iooo 


7900 

IOOO 


Capital in Trade, viz* 

African produce in England, eftimated at 
Cargoes of three veffela how on 7 - 
' their paiTage out - - 3 ** ^°° > {>500 

Deauft for goods not paid for 10400 J -»■ 

Goods at Sierra Leone, or on board the Com- 1 
pany’s vefiels on the coaft - - J 

Value of dollars in the colony, about 
Debts due from the colonifts to the Company! 

much the greater part of which is expected > 2000 
to be recovered, about - - J 

Prefent eftimated value of the Company’s 1 
Shipping - - - - 3 

Total Capital now inverted in trade - 

• 

Property belonging to the Company 
placed at interell, &c. or inverted 
in public fecurities, viz, 

£. t. J. £. a. 

Placed at interelt in the! 

hands of the Royal >39000 o o 
Sank of Scotland - J 
At Meffrs. Barnett and 1 ...» 

Co’s, the bankers, &c. 3* * 5 * 10 9 

- 39 I 5 I 10 

Inverted in 4 per ceflt.! 

consolidated Bank >15140 o o 
Annuities J 


£• 

24685 


A £. 


In India bills and bonds 23168 1X 8 

30733 *« 7 


Tout property at interert and in public * 
fecurities 


69042 9 3 


■108194 


TOTAL REMAINING EFFECTS of the! 
COMPANY, the DEAD STOCK at SIER-l - < _ 

RA LEONE included, on the iftof March, f ,&o2 79 
1793 - - ^ 
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THE Dire&ors have thus ftated, as cor¬ 
rectly as they are able, the whole expenditure 
that has taken place, and jhe fituation of the 
funds of the Company ; but they cannot dif- 
mifs this fubjedt without obferving, that they 
confider the expenfcs of which they have been 
giving the account as extremely great, and as 
very far exceeding every idea which the Pro¬ 
prietors can be fuppofed originally to have 
formed of their probable extent. The ex¬ 
traordinary magnitude of them has been owing 
to a variety of unforefecn circumftances, which, 
though already touched upon in the preceding 
narrative, the Directors will fhortly recapitu¬ 
late. They appear principally to be the fol¬ 
lowing : 

Firlt, the inefficiency of the original body of 
counfellors, who gave occafion to great irre¬ 
gularity in the outfet of the colony, and it is 
to be feared alfo, to mufch prodigality and, 
wafte. . 

Secondly, theficknefs and mortality of the 
iirft rainy feafon, whi^h not only fufpended 
for a time almoft all the induftry of the colony, 
but likewise tended to aggravate, in various 
ways, feveral chief heads of expenfe. 
x Thirdly, the unprodu&ivenefs of the iand 
adjoining the town, which by diminiihing the 
means of prefent fupport to the colonifts, has 
neceflarily thrown an increafed weight of ex¬ 
pense upon the Company. 

Fourthly, the burning of the York, a mif- 

fortune • 
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fortune of the firft magnitude, if confidcred 
in a pecuniary light. 

Fifthly: one farther circumftance remains 
to be mentioned, namely, the braking out 
of the war; an event, which belides putting 
the Company to the expenfe* of furnilhing 
additional protection to the fettlement, has 
railed the coft of the European articles carried 
thither to a confiderable degree; which has 
therefore increafed the expenfe of living at 
Sierra Leone, has tended to prevent the de- 
creafe that might have been looked for in the 
price of labour, and has thus enhanced the 
charge of profecuting thofe public works in 
which the Company, at a more early period, 
thought proper to engage. The Directors 
might alfo notice a number of other difad- 
vantages to which the Company has been 
fubje&ed by the war; fuch as the long de- 
„ tention which it has occafioned to fome of 
their velfels, amd the difficulty and expenfe 
of* procuring and maintaining failors: the 
uncertainty which |he war has caufed in 
the tranfmiffion of intelligence, may alfo be 
ftated both as a pecuniary difad vantage and a 
very material inconvenience.* 

Having thus enumerated the principal 
•unforefeen caufes whereby the charges of 
eftablilhing the colony have been aggravated, 
the Directors with to notice two particular 
heads of expenfe in the preceding account, 
which have exceeded their expectation very 

confiderably 
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confidcrably indeed: they allude to the charge 
ofXao ,000 for provifions,and that of £ 17,840 
for maintenance of fuch part of the Company** 
ihipping, as has been applied to the protection 
and ufe of the colony. 

The Dirp&ors have the fatisfaCtion of ob- 
ferving, that of thefe two chief heads of 
charge, the former has now entirely, and the 
latter has very nearly, ceafed; and they wifh 
to inform the General Court, that they are 
ufing their beft endeavours to put a period in 
like manner to all expenfes, except thofe 
which either fall under the head of Trade, 
and Cultivation on the Company’s own ac¬ 
count, or belong to the annual eftablifhment. 
They truft indeed that the reduction of ex¬ 
penfes which they have been aiming at, is 
now nearly effected; and that while the chief 
difficulties of the colony are fubfiding on the 
one hand, the Company's burthen in fupport* 
ing it is ceafing alfo on the other. 


On the whole, when the Directors review 
what is paft, they are ready to own that they 
fee fome things, which, if poflefled of more 
experience, they might have conducted in a 
more frugal or advantageous manner; they 
however perceive many of the untoward cir- 
cumftances which have arifen, to have been 
fuch as human forefight could not have anti¬ 
cipated, nor human wifdom have controlled: 

they, 
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they can alfo look back upon marly efcapes 
and deliverances which the colony has expe¬ 
rienced, not through any care or management 
of thofe whom the Proprietors hav£ appointed 
to fuperintend it, but through that help of 
Providence*alone, which has hitherto protected 
it.—When they look forward, they are led, 
from their own pall experience, to expert fome 
further difficulties and dangers, not now poffi- 
ble to be diftin&ly fpoken of or provided 
againft: and they are aware alfo that the 
beginning of colonization has beeivin general 
arduous, hazardous, and cxpenfive; far more 
fo than the minds of thofe who firft engaged 
in fuch undertakings have been dilpofed to 
believe. The Directors therefore by no means 
allow themfelves to indulge any expectations 
of rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs, yet they 
are induced, by the gradual advances towards 
maturity which the colony has already made 
in the midft of # many difficulties, to entertain 
an increafing hope of its eftablifhment and 
future profperity; anti they feel for their own 
part very fufficient encouragement lleadily and 
cheerfully to perfevere. They are confcious 
however, that after all the attention due to 
fuch an undertaking has been given to it, they 
muft leave the event to the Supreme Difpofal 
of Him, who can either difappoint utterly, if 
he pleafes, the moft favourite fchemes of men; 
can obftrudt and fufpend for a while their 
accomplifhment; or can crown them, if he 
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fees* fit, with the mod fignal and tinexpe&ed 
fticcefs. 

e 

They will proceed now to fpeak of the 
feveral heads qf which they gave notice that 
they fhould treat particularly, in* the intro¬ 
duction to this Report. 


health. 
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HEALTH. 

• 

THE Dire&ors have already mentioned 
the caufes to which they are perfuaded that 
the mortality in the firft rainy fcafon at Sierra 
Leone ought to be afcribed ; but their obfer- 
vations on this fubjeft will be very much il- 
luftrated and confirmed by the ftatement of 
fome particulars refpedting it. 

The upper fervants of the Company who 
went out in the firft year, were twenty-fix in 
number; thefe confifted of eight counfellors, 
a chaplain, feveral medical perfons, a fecre- 
tary, accountant, and fome others, who were 
all well accommodated : no more than four 
of this clafs in that* year died, and of thefe 
four deaths only, two can properly be charged 
to the climate. 

Of lower fervants, fuch as clerks in the 
ftore-houfe, overfeers,* a gardener, baker, and 
feveral artificers, there went out fifty-nine 
perfons, their families being, included, of 
whom no lefs than twenty-nine died; many 
of thefe were often expofed to the rains, and 
feveral of them were intemperate; they were 
alfo in general uncomfortably lodged, and, in 
confequence of the ficknefs prevailing among 
the furgeons, they could have but a fmall 
fhare of the medical attendance. 

Of .fettlers ihere went out, .including their 

families. 
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families, eighteen, of whom no lefs than 
thirteen died; fome of thefe were much ad¬ 
dicted to liquor, and their fituation was in 
every refpeCt worfe than that of the lad men¬ 
tioned clafs. 

Of foldiers * there went out fixteen, who 
Were almod univerfally intemperate: when 
it is alfo confidered how they mud have been 
circumdanced in other refpeCts, it cannot ex¬ 
cite much fiirprife that fo many as eleven of 
thefe fhould have died. 

In all there went out in the fird year, one 
hundred and nineteen white perfons, of whom 
fifty-feven died. 

In the fecond year, all the foldiers and 
fettlers, as well as the families of the lower 
whites, having either died or returned to 
England, the whites refidtnt in the colony 
were reduced to about forty, of whom only 
four or five have died. 

The. Directors do not include in this ac¬ 
count any deaths among the officers and crews 
df the Company’s {hips, becaufe, as they were 
not always dationed at Sierra Leone, the 
quedion of the healthinefs or unhealthinefs of 
the colony is not much affeCted by the degree 
of mortality among them ; nor has any com¬ 
plete return on this fubjeCt as yet reached 
England. The Directors are led to judge 
however, from the information which has been 
received from the greater part of their {hips, 
that between twenty and thirty white Tailors 
may have died on board of all their veffels ii* 

m 
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* * * 

the fpace of two years: the whole number 

of failors in their fervice has feldom exceeded 
one hundred and fqrty, or one hundred and 
fifty, and the mortality may perhaps there¬ 
fore be fairly computed at about /even or eight 
per cent per annum;* 

The mortality among the Nova Scotians 
has been as follows. The number of thofe 
thatdanded in the year 1792 was eleven hun¬ 
dred and thirty-one, many of them being 
very ill through the remains of a fev$r which 
appears to have been fatal to a few of their 
original body in Nova Scotia, and to have 
carried off fixty-five of them during the paf- 
fage : of thefe eleven hundred and thirty-one 
perfons thus landed, forty died within a few 
weeks after they reached Sierra Leone, evi¬ 
dently in confequence of the fame fever: the 
whole body then bet&me extremely healthy, 
but when the rainy feafon was let in, an al- 
moft -univerfal ficknefs prevailed, of which* 
ninety-eight Nova Scotians died, which was 
nearly one-tenth 0/ their whole number. 

In the fecond rainy feafon, although fome 
return of ficknefs has been experienced, yet 


# It appears from the evidence of the fubftance of the 
mufter rolls from Liverpool and Briftol, given in to his Ma- 
jefty’s privy counfel, and inferted in their lord (hip’s printed 
report, that the mortality among the failors during one voyage 
in the -Slave Trade, is about twenty-one per cent, eight hun¬ 
dred and fifty-eight failors having died out of four thouland 
and eighty, who formed the crews of one hundred and twelve 
Glip*. - . 


D 


the 
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the deaths among the Nova Scotians have 
been very few indeed. The account which 
the Directors have received does not extend 
to the \^hole year, but "it appears that not 
more than live of them have died during three 
of the mod unhealthy months. 

The following is an extract §*om a report 
of the Company’s phyfician, written in the 
mod unfavourable period of the laft rainy lea- 
l'on, being dated the 14th of October, 1793. 

“ Although the degree of licknefs fince 
“ the commencement of the prefent year has 
<L been upon the whole comparatively fmall, 
and the lofs fuftained by deaths trifling, yet 
“ thofe months which have elapfed fince the 
“ beginning of the rains have proved more 
“ lickly than all the preceding. The Nova 
“ Scotians have experienced during the rains 
“ a confulerable lhare of ficknels, but in 
4< general the complaints were trifling. They 
“ appear now to be fo w 0 ell accuftomed to 
“ the climate, that there is little reafon to 
apprehend any great mortality among them. 
“ There are but few’ who ftill fuflfer from the 
“ effects of laft year’s licknefs, or whole 
health is precarious. Few places perhaps 
“ in England, of the fame fixe, can lhew a 
u greater number of fine healthy looking 
“ children than are daily to be feen in ouf 
“ fchools ; the heat of tfie climate appears to 
“ have little effeft upon them.—During this 
“ period fevers have been pretty frequent 
“ among the whites; I have every reafon 

• to- 
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11 to hope the fick lift is on the decreafe, and 
16 I flatter myfelf they will all be r£ftored 
u to health. One*very unfavourable circum- 
“ ftance has attended our fick thi# year, the 
“ want of flour; it being fcrioufly felt by 
“ thofe in health, much more lo by the lick." 

The fubfequent difpatches of the 26th De¬ 
cember, 1793, give a much more favourable 
account of the health of the colony at that 
time, and mention the mortality of that whole 
year to have been as already ftated to the 
Court* 

The Directors think it proper here to add 
a remark that’chicfly regards thcmfclves, con¬ 
cerning that vaft mortality among the whites 
which happened in the tirft year. The Pro¬ 
prietors muft have*obfervcd that the greateft 
proportion of deaths was among the fettlers, 
the foldiers, the lower fervants, and artificers. 
It affords the Dire&ors no finall fatisfa&ion 
■ to refled, that inftead of urging any of thefe 
to adventure out, they, refilled to engage 
many perfons of each of thefe three deferip- 
tions, whom they were earneftly lolicited to 
fend, and were with difficulty prevailed on to 
carry out thofe who went. 

The unwillingnefs of the Directors to take 
out that clafs among whom the mortality was 
the greateft, namely, the European fettlers, 
gave umbrage to feveral perfons who were 
very eager to become African colonifts, and in 
- * D 2 part 
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part perhaps gave occafion to the inftitution 
of the Bulatn Company. 

Their indifpofition to enlarge the number 
of foldiers* among whom,' next to the fettlers, 
the mortality was the greateft, occaiibned the 
refignatiort of' one or two of their chief fer- 
vants, and at the fame time drew a ftrong 
remonftrance from feveral gentlemen, who 
were purpofing to adventure out. The Di¬ 
rectors were alfo fo much aware of the vari¬ 
ous evils which might refult from the main¬ 
tenance even of their fmall military eftablifh- 
ment, that they wrote to recall all the foldiers 
as foon as the peaceablenefs of the natives was 
afcertained, but the order arrived too late. 

They were fo-fenfible alfo of the danger to 
which the artificers and their families, who 
formed a material part of jhe third clafs, were 
expofed, (moft of whom through an accident 
at fea were likely not to* arrive till the eve of 
the rainy feafon) that th^y -offered to dis¬ 
charge a great part of them in England, not 
only indemnifying them for their lofs of time, 
but adding alfo fome gratuity ; a few accepted 
the offer, but a great part, including almofl 
all thefe who had families, were bent on the 
profecution of the voyage. 

The Directors have mentioned thefe mi¬ 
nute circumftances, for the fake of letting it 
appear that they have been far from eager, on 
their part, in prefling tliofe to go to Sierra 
Leone who have run the greateft rifk of their 
lives in adventuring thither, and for*tin; fake 
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of pointing out alfo the extreme danger to 
which thofe perfons are expoTed on their 
arrival in a tropicaf climate, who ju*e either 
unprovided with the means of comfortable 
accommodation and fubfiftence,* or who are 
likely to fall into any habits of intemperance; 
for the above detail will Ihew that thefe are 
the two principal caufes to which the extraor¬ 
dinary mortality is evidently to be traced. 

The Directors having thus endeavoured to 
give an exad and impartial account of thofe 
circumftances and events in the colony which 
relate to the fuhjed of Health, are defirous 
of leaving its charader in this refped to* reft 
on the fimple evidence of the abovementioned 
fads; they will only add, that they are not 
aware of any reafon^ why the climate of Sierra 
Leone ftiould prove eventually inferior to that 
of many fettlements between the tropics, in 
different quarters t of the world, of which the 
healthinefs is now undifputed; for fome of 
thefe have been much more unfavourable to 
the health of the firft fettfers than Sierra Leone 
has yet proved: it feems therefore very rea- 
fonable to exped, that in proportion as culti¬ 
vation advances, and all the accommodations 
of life improve, the fame gradual amendment 
will take place in the healthinefs of this 
colony, which has been experienced in other 
cafes. 


TRADE* 
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TRADE. 


IN fpeaking of the Trade of the Com¬ 
pany, the Directors have rather to mention 
the orders given and the heps taken, with 
a view to its inftitution, than to report 
much actual progress. 

They fent out a moderate affortment of 
goods for trade by the very firft fhips, but 
though this was done in confequence of the 
advice of the commercial agent himfelf, who 
took charge of them and who was well ac¬ 
quainted with the coaft, yet no effort to dif- 
pofe of them was made, duiing his continu¬ 
ance in their fervice. The chief part of thefe 
articles confequently remained on fhip-board 
during the rains; even many of thofe in¬ 
tended for immediate ufe in the colony were 
not delivered out of the veffels till after this 
period, and it is to be feared, that through 
the mifcondudt of this perfon, as well as the 
inefficiency of the Council and the confequent 
confufion in" the colony which has been 
{fated, while many individuals were lofmg 
their lives on the one hand, no fmall part of 
the Company’s property was diflipated on 
the other. 

The irregularity that prevailed in the com¬ 
mercial department, was much aggravated by 
the illnefs of almofl all the p t erfons employed 

' in 
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in it. The ficknefs of the chief ftorekeeper 
was fuch that he was obliged to return to 
England; the chief accountant died ; the 
chief commercial agent, who ha$ been al¬ 
ready fpoken of, died alfo, without having 
rendered up any regular accounts; feveral in¬ 
ferior ftorekeepers, as has been mentioned 
under the preceding head, fell victims to the 
fevere duty which the difficulties of this 
period impofed on them; and the perfons 
who, through the neceffity of the cafe, were 
appointed on the fpot to fill the vacancies, 
were little ufed to book-keeping ; one perfon 
alone remained (the prefent book-keeper) who 
was properly acquainted with mercantile 
bulinefs. 

Thus it has happened, that the Directors, 
who thought they liaa done every thing that • 
depended on them # to fecure punctuality in 
accounts, from # the very inftitution of the 
colony, have found themfelves entirely de¬ 
prived of the proper means of examining into 
the expenditure and application of all the 
firft cargoes ; and they are fofry to add, that 
although one of the Members of Council ap¬ 
plied himfelf, for a conlidcrable time, to the 
eftablifhment of a proper fyflcm of book¬ 
keeping, yet his efforts all’o have been ren¬ 
dered abortive through the burning of the 
York, whereby all the moft material hooka 
pf the colony were deftroyed. 

The Court will not wonder that the Di¬ 
rectors were flow in fending out articles for 

# trade 
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trade at a time when fo much confufion was 
known to prevail in the colony, and when 
the commercial fervants, yvho had died or re-* 
turned tot England, were not yet replaced. 
The Company’s prefent commercial agent 
however carried out a large aflortment fuited 
to the African market, a great part of which 
was immediately diftributed on board the 
Company’s fmall veflels, which went with 
them down the coaft ; the remainder, as has 
been ftated, were unfortunately deftroyed on 
board the York, 

* 

In order to give a more complete idea of 
the commercial plans of the Directors, it 
may be proper here to mention the number 
of veflels of every kind belonging ta the 
Company, and the fervlres in which they are 
employed. They have one fhip, the Harpy, 
of 380 tons burthen ; another, the Amy, of 
200 tons ; and ten veflels of*3$ to 120 tong. 
The York, of 850 tons, having been deftroyed, 
one of the two larger {hips is for a time likely 
to be ufed in hor ftead as a ftore fhip, while 
the other of them may carry goods to and 
from vSierra Leone; all the fmaller veffels 
being chiefly engaged in collecting produce 
on the African coaft, which they are ordered 
to convey to the colony as the place of de- 
pofit. 

The Court, in the outfet of their undertak¬ 
ing, were led from various caufes to purchafe 
rather than to charter the veflels which car¬ 
ried 
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ried out goods for Sierra Leone: but the vaft 
expenfe which has been found to attend tfieir 
larger {hips, has difyiclined them from making 
any further purchafes of this fort. • 

It Ihould be obferved, that the chief part 
of thofe heavy expenfes which have been hi¬ 
therto incurred in the maintenance of the 
{hipping, and which have been much en¬ 
hanced by the war, though .mentioned under 
this head, have been {lated in the account as 
a charge on the Eftabliflwnent of the colony, 
and not on the Trade of the Company. The 
Directors however have the 1'atisfaCtion of 
knowing, that every one of their fmaller 
veflels has been for ibme tiAe employed in 
trading expeditions, and that of their two 
large fhips, one is now r engaged in trade, 
and the other is made ufe of at Sierra Leone 
both as a receptacle for goods and a protection 
to the colony. 

The Governor and Council have thought 
proper, as a fublidiary means of fecuring a 
confiderable quantity gf produce, to eftablifh 
a lew fmall factories, chiefly in the neighbour¬ 
ing rivers, which has been done at a trifling 
expenfe. The French flave fa&ory at Gam¬ 
bia, which commanded one branch of the 
river Sierra Leone, being fituated a few miles 
above Freetown, has recently been relinquifh- 
ed. Other openings of various kinds have 
arifen, the particulars of which the Directors 
will not be expeCtcd to detail; and though 
pa- more than a fmall quantity of African 

• * produce, 
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produce, amounting to a few tlioufand pounds, 
has, for the reafons already mentioned, as 
yet reached England; ye£ in no refped do 
the Governor and Council (late the profpe&s 
of the Company to have more confiderably 
improved, than in the openings in the way of 
Trade which have appeared in the laft year $ 
and efpecially in the latter part of it, when 
the general declenfion of the African com¬ 
merce, through the failure of mercantile 
credit in England, was very obfervable on 
the coaft. 

i 

The Directors muft here remark, however, 
that they loQk forward to the period of the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, as the great aera 
when a confiderable commerce in African 
produce may be expected to commence. 
When the Africans, who have been long ha¬ 
bituated to European articles, (hall find that 
nothing will be taken in return but the pro¬ 
duce ©f their land and labour, then this pro¬ 
duce muft unqueftionably increafe. They al¬ 
ready fhew a difpofition to till the foil, if 
adequate encouragement be given them, as 
the fadls which will be cited under the head 
of Cultivation*will fufficiently evince : and as 
foon as the Slave Trade fhall fail them, there 
is therefore the ftrongeft reafon to hope that 
cultivation will immediately proceed; and it 
is not unnatural to fuppofe that thofe articles 
may be raifed, and thofe plans’ of induftry 
adopted, of which the banks of the river 
Sierra Leone will have fet the example. 

* c * The 
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The Directors are not without hope that 
if any meafure Ihould be taken by the Brftilli 
parliament, even fqj: the limitation of the Slave 
Trade, it may have fome falutary effect in 
promoting African induftry, increafing the 
produce to be collected, and thus ferving the 
Company. As yet they labour under difad- 
vantages, which they truft will not always be 
impofed on thofc who refufe to unite a traffic 
in their fellow creatures with a trade in na¬ 
tural produce: they alfo willingly fuffer fome 
prefent lofs by furniffiing articles rather fu- 
perior in quality, and fomewhat different in 
kind, from thole commonly lent to Africa; 
and in many refpe&s they have endeavoured 
to purify the principles of the African Trade, 
which they have found in general to be dread¬ 
fully corrupt, la particular they have re- 
ftrained, and in fome cafes abolilhed, though 
not without a temporary inconvenience, the 
cuftom of making large prefents of rum to 
the* chiefs connected with them. They 
truft alfo they have, gone to the root of 
another evil, by introducing a confiderable 
quantity of coin into the colony, and thus fub- 
ftituting the plain and certain medium of 
dollars in place of the former one of bars ;* 
which having been a medium of calculation 
that was extremely variable and confufed, 
nnd merely nominal, has occalioned much 

* The word bar implied originally a bar of iron, which wa* 
one of the mod common articles of commerce, and might be 
worth about three drillings iterling. 

• trouble 
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trouble and difpute, and given the oppor¬ 
tunity of pradtifmg perpetual frauds in the 
African commerce. 

The Directors have reafon on the whole 
to hope, that they have acquired fome credit 
in Africa, not* only by *the general principles 
of their undertaking, but by the approved 
quality of their goods alfo, as well as by the 
fairnefs of their fervants in all their commer¬ 
cial tranfa£tions ;* and however flow they 
may have appeared in their progrefs, they 
truft therefore that they have laid fome foun¬ 
dation, on which a commercial intcrcourfc 
may advantageoufly proceed, 


CULTIVATION, 
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cultivation. 

• 

THE fubje£t of Cultivation may bt 
divided into two heads, that on the Com¬ 
pany's own account, and that produced, o t 
likely to be produced, either on the lands of 
the Nova Scotians or among the natives 
themfelves. 

It was a part of the original plan of the 
Directors, to fet on foot as foon as poflible 
two or three plantations on their own account* 
and they accordingly fert out three managers 
(or planters) and feveral overfeers ufed to 
tropical cultivation. The diftreffes of the 
colony during the firft rainy feafon induced 
one of the planters to quit the place, an op¬ 
portunity being afforded him of returning to 
the .Weft indies ; many of the overfeers died; 
of the two planters that remained, one was 
employed for a time "in preparing a cotton 
plantation near Freetown, but as he has re¬ 
turned to England* and as the, land in quef- 
tion has been much wanted for other pur- 
pofes, this undertaking is fufpended for the 
prefent; and a few of thofe Nova Scotians 
whofe lots of land proved particularly barren, 
. have now the temporary ufe of tliis fruitful 
fpot, from which crops of various articles 
ufgful to the colony have been railed. 


Of 
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Of the other plantation undertaken on the 
Company’s account, which is ftill fuccefsfully 
proceeding under the management of the re¬ 
maining planter, who went oitt by one of the 
lirft fliips, the Directors propofe to fpeak 
very particularly; lince they believe that this 
is the firft experiment of the kind which has 
been made in Africa, and that a minute ac¬ 
count of its progrefs may ferve to throw con¬ 
siderable light on the queftion, whether it be 
practicable to cultivate the lands of that con¬ 
tinent by means of the free labour of its own 
inhabitants* 

When it was found that the foil around 
Freetown was not fo favourable to cultivation 
as was expected, the planter who has been 
laft alluded to, * with the fame laudable and 
ardent zeal which has ever fince diftinguifhed 
him, made many fucceflive expeditions both 
down the coaft, along the river fide, and 
into' the interior country, with a view of 
learning the quality of the foil in all the 
more diftant parts. He reported that he had 
found extremely good land on the other lide 
of the river; offered, if any purchafe of it 
could be made, to fettle himfelf there among 
the natives, and to attempt, with their help 
alone, a regular plantation. A mile fquare 
of land was obtained without difficulty from 
the chief gf that diftriCt, in conlideration of 
an annual rent equal to £* 16; and about 

• Mr. James Watt, formerly manager of the Eftate..of' 
George Rofe, Efq. M, P. in Dominica. 

. V# ♦ 

thirty 
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thirty grumettas, or free native labourers, 
were got together by his afliftance. The firft 
work to which they weyre put was that 
of building a houfe for the .manager ; 
they were next employed in cutting down 
the wood, which entirely covered the coun¬ 
try ; and they procedeed then to hoe the 
ground, and to plant it with fugar cane, 
cotton, rice, and other vegetables. The 
terms of engaging them were four or five 
bars a month, but as the valuing of the bars 
proved a fource of fome altercation, the price 
of three dollars a month, or about 3s. 6d. a 
week, is now fubftituted : the labourers are 
alfo found with provifions, which confift of 
about a pint and a half of rice, together with 
two or three ounces of meat a piece, each 
day. They arc called to work by the blowing 
of a horn, which is heard through the fmall 
neighbouring towifs in which they refide; 
and if they are pn the fpot, as they ufually 
are,* at the precife time expected which is 
that of, fun rife, they are then accuftomed to 
receive a fmall glafs of^ rum, which it is in¬ 
tended however to commute into fome trifling 
pecuniary allowance. They work under the 
immediate eye of one of the better fort of 
natives, while the planter directs their gene¬ 
ral operations, fees them often from his win¬ 
dow, and walks occalionally amongft them. 
They go to their dinner (which is drefled for 
them in the manager’s houfe, and is the 
only meal they take during their day’s work) . 
at eleven o’clack, and they return at one. 

They 
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They work till fun-fet and then receive alio* 
thel* {mail glafs of fpirits, but they drink 
Water only at tl^eir meal. Their labour is 
thought equal to about two-thirds of a com¬ 
mon day’s work in this country, and it is 
tolerably fteady, although they {hew no great 
exertion in it. Above a year has now elapfed 
with little variation, either in the number of 
the labourers or in the regularity of their 
work, except in the inftance of their abfent- 
ing themfelves for a few weeks at the ap¬ 
proach of the rainy feafon, in order to work 
at the plantations about their own towns ; and 
it is thought that means may be taken for 
preventing even this interruption for the 
future* 

It is material to take fome notice of the 
manner in which their wages are fpent: when 
they have received their pay, which they 
always claim on the day after the appearance 
of the new . moon, they fend over to Free¬ 
town to fell iho, dollars as they term it;'the 
articles taken in return are for the moft part 
clothing or houfehold utenfils ; for it does not 
appear that thofe gains which the natives ac¬ 
quire by regular induftry, are commonly ap¬ 
plied to any pernicious ufe. The labourers 
who work in the Company’s plantation may 
now be diftinguilhed from moft of the other 
natives, by fome additional articles in their 
drefs ; they wear a hat and a jacket, which 
the others in general do not; and they have 
trowfers of a better quality, being evidently 

difpofed 
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cUfpofed to copy after the Europeans; thougji 
it is only a fmall part of their clothing, and 
ftill lefs of their houfejiold furniture and mode 
of living, that they have as yet adopted*. They 
are taught to abflain from work on Sundays, 
when they attend a Nova Scotia pfeacher now 
reiident among them* who ads alfo during 
.the week as fchool-mafter to feveral native 
children. 

The land which they put in cultivation the 
firft year was not conliderable, having been 
only about fifteen acres, of which, about 
twelve acres were planted with alternate rows 
of rice and cotton. A nurfery of fugar canes 
has been alfo fet on foot, and is, on the 
whole, advancing ; but the ants (or bugabugs) 
have done much damage among them. It is 
fuppofed however that this obfiacle to the 
growth of the fugar cane, will be removed, 
as foon as the roots of the trees which have 
been cut down {hall have rotted away ; fince 
the ants are laid to derive confiderable fup- 
port from them. . 

The Diredors have the fatisfadion of ob- 
ferving, that although foine little differences 
may have occafionally arifen between the 
manager and the natives engaged with him, 
yet on the whole the Company's profpeds 
have much improved in that part, and many* 
proofs have been given of the great advances 
that may be made in Civilization, if the pre- 
fent objed ihould be fteadily purfued, and 

e efpecially 
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especially if means ffiould be found of con- 
fiderably extending the fame fyftem. 

It has lately been difcovered, that feveral 
towns adjacent to the Company’s plantation 
are very much increafed, not only by the 
acceffion of thofe natives who work for the 
Company, but alfo of many others# It ap¬ 
pears alfo that the natives are more difpofed. 
in general to migrate towards the fides of the 
fiver, which heretofore have been very little 
peopled: a fenfe of the fecurity of their per- 
lbns more and more prevails, and they are 
lefs averfe to let the bufh around their towns 
be cut down; which, familiarifed as they 
have been with the idea of being furprifed 
and carried into flavery, they were accuftomed 
always to fpeak of as a convenient fhclter. 
The difficulty indeed of* landing on the Bu— 
lam fide of the river, by leffening the inter- 
courfe with Europeans, has caufed a very 
vilible difference in the character of the na¬ 
tives of that diftridt: they are lefs violent and 
lefs addidted to liquor than their oppofite 
neighbours, and they alfo live more by their 
induftry. They are in general difpofed to 
enter into *the views of the government of 
Sierra Leone, and feem very little inclined to 
believe thole flave-traders, who tell them that 
the Company has injurious defigns againft 
them ; and one of their chief men makes it 
his profeffed principle neither to fell nor to 
keep a Have. A fecond plantation appears 
now to be delired by them, and their-King 

• • • has 



( 67 ) 

has lately ceded another fquare mile of land 
for that purpofe. 

The Directors have further to fnention 
under the head of Cultivation on the Com¬ 
pany’s own account, a fmall garden of ex¬ 
periment in the neighbourhood of Freetown, 
.which is under the care of an able botanift. 
A variety of native plants and feeds has been 
collected from time to time, which are cul¬ 
tivated there with great attention; and it is 
hoped that fome future benefit, either the 
Company or colony, as well as fome ufeful 
acceffion of botanical knowledge, may refult 
from the labours of this gentleman.* The 
Court of Dire&ors have fucceeded in obtain¬ 
ing feveral valuable articles of tropical culti¬ 
vation, through his* Majefty’s permiffion, 
from the royal gardens at Kew, and particu¬ 
larly the bread-fruit tree, which will form a 
very important addition to the Company’s 
colleftibn. 


In fpeaking of the cultivation that has 
taken place fince the inftitution of the colony, 
through the labour that has been exerted by 
the Nova Scotians, or the natives on their 
own account, the Directors are not yet able 
to report any confiderable progrefs. A great 

* The Directors have introduced by way of Appendix, an 
account of the Natural Productions of Sierra Leone, furnilhed 
by Mr. Zfzclius, their Botanift. 
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part of the attention and induftry of the co- 
lonifts has been applied to the building of the 
town, of which it may not be improper in 
this place to enter into fome defeription. 

It is fituated on a dry and rather elevated 
fpot, on the lbuth-lide of Sierra Leone river, 
and it occupies between feventy and eighty 
acres of land; its length being about one- 
third of a mile, and its breadth nearly the 
fame. It contains near four hundred houfes, 
each houfe having one-twelfth of an acre of 
ground annexed to it, on which a few vege¬ 
tables are railed. The ftreets run, in general, 
from north-weft to fouth-eaft, there being 
nine in this direction, and three crofs ftreets; 
and they are eighty feet wide, one only ex¬ 
cepted, which runs within fifty feet of the 
river fide, and of which the width is one 
hundred and fixty feet. The public build¬ 
ings are almoft all placed in the broad ftreet, 
and they confift of a church, fituated near 
.the middle of the town, which will accom¬ 
modate about eight hundred people; the 
governor’s houffc and offices; a large ftore- 
houfe, under which as well as under the go¬ 
vernor’s houfe a brick ftore-cellar has been 
built; a large hofpital; and fix or eight other 
wooden houfes, offices, and fhops, occupied 
by the Company’s lervants : the frames of 
all the abovementioned buildings were fent 
out from England. Four canvas houfes, or 
rather rooms, have been alfo furnifhed from 
hence, and one public building has- been 

erected 
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erected of the common materials of the coun¬ 
try, but this is already going to decay as well 
as the canvas houfos ; while all the other 
buildings, having been eredted with tare and 
framed of wood prepared in England, appear 
likely to laft for fome years. 

The dwelling-houfes of the fettlers, which 

• conftitute the chief part of the town, were at 
firft inferior even to the common huts of the 
natives, but are now far fuperior to them in 
every refpedt; a few of them have been re¬ 
paired and enlarged, but the greater part 
have been pulled down (their general fcite 
having been changed by the government), 
and are now completely rebuilt. Indeed the 
firft huts were intended by the Nova Scotians 
to be only temporary dwellings, and were 
made with very little trouble of the common 
materials of the country, confifting merely of 
a few pofts let into the ground, the intervals 
between which were then wattled and plaif* 
tered’with clay, and the thatching was of 
long grafs; the lize of thefe may have been 
on the average about eighteen feet by twelve, 
and the value of the labour bellowed on each 
about forty (hillings. 

The prefent houfes of the fettlers are form¬ 
ed, both as to the fides and flooring (for they 
are all of them floored), of fuitable timber 
cut and framed in the country, and they are 

* fecured from damp by being raifed one or 
two feet from the ground, by means of ftones 
Oj: blocks of wood: a number of them, are 
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already covered with either boards or fhingles* 
and it is intended to finilh them all in this 
manner; but the greater part are thatched 
with grafs for the prefent. Only a very few 
of .them have chimneys, but it is common 
neverthelefs to burn a fire in one of the rooms 
during the rainy feafon, the fmoke either 
finding its way through the thatching or 
palling out by the door and windows. The 
prefent houfes arc in general from twenty to 
thirty feet long, and from twelve to fifteen 
feet wide, and they are in moll cafes divided 
into two rooms. The average value of the 
whole labour bellowed on each, including the 
materials, may be eltimated at about ten 
pounds. 

Of the land immediately adjoining to the 
town, care has been taken to referve a por¬ 
tion to the Company on every fide. All 
this referved land, without including any of 
the remote parts diredtly Touth, on which 
fide the referved land has no other boundary 
than that preferibed, in the grant of land 
originally made by the natives, may be com¬ 
puted. at about two hundred acres ; part of 
which is the-ground already fpoken of that 
was intended for a cotton plantation, but is 
now occupied by the Nova Scotians. Only 
a fmall proportion of thefe two hundred acres 
is in a&ual cultivation, but the whole of it is 
cleared. The healthinefs of the fettlement . 
has undoubtedly been much promoted by the 
early meafurcs that were taken to clear this 

furrounding 
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furrounding diftrift; and the prudent refer- 
vation of it that has been made, may hereaffer 
conduce to many important ends, and in 
particular it may afford the means of enlarg¬ 
ing the town if there fliould be occafion. 

The lots of land which have been given to 
the Nova Scotians lie towards the fouth-eaft 
of Freetown, all the weftern diftrift being in 
the polfeflion of the natives, and the fouthern 
fide being thought too mountainous and diffi¬ 
cult of accefs to be ufed at prefent for culti¬ 
vation. The neareft of the lots is .about a 
third of a mile from the town, and the moft 
diftant about two miles and a quarter; they 
occupy in all about four fquare miles, or two 
thoufand five hundred and fixty acres, and 
they are each of them now rendered accelfi- 
ble by a path of ten feet broad, which has 
been cut with great labour and expenfe: only 
a few lots however,* which are fituated near 
the town, have as yet been in any meafure 
cleaned or cultivated. 

In order to excite a fpirit of emulation in 
tilling the foil, premiums were given in the 
firft year by the government to the fettlers 
who raifed the greateft quantity of the fol¬ 
lowing articles, viz. rice, yams, plantains, 
eddows, cabbages, Indian corn, and cotton ; 
the whole amount of thefe premiums was 
about one hundred pounds. This meafure 
appears to have had fo good an effect, that 
there is an intention of repeating it in the 
fecond feafon, making a few variations in the 

e manner 
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manner of executing it, which the experience 
of the firft year has fuggeiled. 

L 

Concerning the progrefs of Cultivation 
among the natives, it is hardly to be cxpe&ed 
that there is much as yet to be reported to the 
Court; indeed the fize of their plantations 
has commonly varied fo exceedingly from 
year to year, that any appearance of mcreafed 
induflry among them, during a fingle feafon, 
ought not too confidently to be aferibed either 
to the new demand occafioned by the colo- 
nifts of bierra Leone, or to the Company’s 
influence and example. The price of rice, 
the chief article of cultivation on the coaft, 
has been at fome times forty {hillings per ton, 
and at others no lefs than twenty-five or even 
thirty pounds. This variation is owing 
partly no doubt to the difference in the fea- 
fons, but may reafonably be aferibed, in a 
very great degree, to the difficulty which the 
Africans find in forming any proper cpnipu-* 
tation of the demand which is likely to arife 
for their produce; a plentiful year fometimes 
betraying them into a general negle& of their 
plantations, and a fcarce year feldom failing, 
on the other hand, to produce a fuperfluous 
cultivation in the year immediately fucceed-f 
ing. 

The eftablifhment of a commercial factory 
on the coaft, whofe bufinefs it may be to 
form regular contracts with the natives, as 
well as to pbferve the general extent of the 
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cultivation, and to make purchafes with a 
view to .the exportation of the furplus produce, 
may tend perhaps *to excite a more regular 
induftry, and to bring about, though at firft 
flowly and imperceptibly, very important 
and extenfive confequences. 


CIVILIZATION. 
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’ CIVILIZATION. 

. UNbER this head of the Report, 
the Directors will introduce a confiderable 
body of information. They will fpeak firft 
of the mode of government exercifed in the 
fettlement; and they will then give the cha¬ 
racter of the fettlers ; they will afterwards 
enter upon the general fubjeCtof Civilization; 
in doing which they will defcribe the mifer- 
able ftate to which it appears, from the tefti- 
monies afforded at Sierra Leone, that the 
natives of Africa have been reduced, through 
their inte:courfe with Europeans; and the 
Directors will conclude with an account of 
the fteps which have been taken by the 
Sierra Leone Company to introduce Chrifti- 
anity and Civilization amorrg the Africans, 
df whofe capacity and difpofition to * receive 
inftruCtion fome very fatisfaClory information 
will be given. 

The DireCtoYs have as yet received no ex- 
prefs powers from parliament for adminifter- 
ing the government of Sierra Leone: they have 
confidered, as they were bound to do, that 
the Britifh conftitution, as far as it is appli¬ 
cable to the circumftances of the place, is of 
courfe transferred thither, and that the blacks 

afid 
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and whites living in the colony have an e£ual 
right to the privileges of Britifh fubjedts. 

Trial by Jury has been eftablilhed, and the 
Nova Scotia blacks, though poflefling very 
little knowledge of the Britifh laws, have 
adted as jurymen, one of the Company’s 
chief fervants always prefiding as the judge. 
The punifhments inflidted have been mild, 
confifting rather in fines than in corporal 
punifhment: the verdidts have been in gene¬ 
ral very juft, and, on the whole, the Nova 
Scotians have l'crved on the juries in a man¬ 
ner that fufficiently proves the propriety and 
prudence of extending to them a privilege 
which they fo much value. It may be pre¬ 
fumed alfo, that the gradual acquaintance 
with the principles of Englilh la v, which the 
Nova Scotians gain in the periodical feflions 
of the peace, may # be of ufe in improving 
their minds, and may operate as a general 
help towards Civilization. 

The defence of the colony from external 
enemies is neceflarily •entrufted to the body 
of Nova Scotians alfo. Their arms are 
always ready; and though their courage has 
not been put to any adtual trial, fince they 
came to Sierra Leone, yet their alacrity in 
coming forward in a moment of fuppofed 
danger, has been experienced on more than 
one occafion. Molt of them indeed bore 
arms in the American war, and fome have 
been pradtifed in firing the guns, which have 
been mounted for the colony’s defence. 
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In order to introduce a fyftcm of internal 
police, every ten houfeholdcrs have been in¬ 
truded to chufe annually h. tithing-man, and 
every ten tithing-men a hundredor ; the la(l 
mentioned of whom arc three in number, 
there being about three hundred houfeholders 
in the colony. The hundredors are confulted 
by the Governor and Council, on fuch oc- 
cafions as concern the general interefts of the 
Nova Scotians. 

The Directors are convinced, that in pro¬ 
ceeding to form any plans of government, it 
will be neceffary to conlider the ftate of mind 
of thofe who are to be governed, and a va¬ 
riety of local circumftances. They have hU 
therto advifed the Governor and Council to 
proceed gradually, taking experience as much 
as poiliblc for their guide, fc and endeavouring 
to apply a remedy to every evil as it arofe, 
rather than to form at once any confiderable 
code of new local inftitutions,* 

* The Directors wifh to obferve, that in thus 
touching briefly on the«point of government, 
they have thought it fufficient to ftate the 
general principles which have been affumed, 
and the manner of trying oflfences and pro¬ 
viding for the defence and police of the co¬ 
lony, which has been reforted to up to this 
period: they do not wifli at prefent to offer 
any opinion on thofe meafures, which it may 
be proper to give hereafter to this important 
fubje&» 

Jn 
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In proceeding to fpeak of the ftate of Reli¬ 
gion and Morals within the fettlement,*it is 
only doing juftice. to the Company’s fervants, 
in the firft place, to remark, that their con¬ 
duct in general has been fober, moral, and 
exemplary; and that the fuperior fervants 
efpecially, in whom the chief power is vefted, 
appear to have promoted the caufe of Chrif- 
tianity and the pra&ice of every moral duty, 
both by the manner in which they have excr- 
cifed the public truft committed to them, and 
by their private influence and example. On 
the fubje£fc of the labors of the clergymen 
who went out from England, the Directors 
think it their duty to obferve, that the colony 
has derived ferviccs highly important, in every 
view, from the gentlemen who filled this part 
of their eftablilhment. 

The Directors in fpeaking fo favourably as 
they have done of the general morals of their 
own fervants, # mull of courfe be underftood 
tar except all thofe of whom any thing that 
implies a contrary character has been men¬ 
tioned in any part of this report; and they 
mull alfo make an exception of a few others 
who have not been individually noticed. The 
perfons in whom they have been the moft 
dil'appointed, have been the lower overfeers, 
of whom it was difficult to get any thorough 
knowledge at the time of engaging them, on 
account of their having refided in the Weft 
Indies: of the fcveral individuals of this clafs 
that originally went out, none are now re¬ 
maining 
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maining in the colony. The Court will not 
wonder, if in fpite of all the care taken in 
the choice of the perfons fent to Sierra Leone, 
a few inftapces fhould have occurred even of 
notorious immorality among fo confiderable a 
number. The Directors, however, have reafon 
to think, that the proportion of their regular 
fervants, who can be juftly charged with any 
thing dire£tly licentious and immoral, will be 
found to have been very fmall on the whole: 
and they have the fatisfa&ion of laying, that 
a confiderable decency of manners, and an 
tmwillingnefs to difgrace the caufe in which 
they are engaged, appears at this time to pre- 
vade their eftablilhment. 

Of the character of the Nova Scotia blacks, 
who may be laid to conftitute the colony, 
the Directors propofe to give a very full 
defcription., Some degree of judgment may 
be formed concerning the Hate of morals 
among them, by adverting to the offences 
which have been brought to view at the 
periodical felfions of the peace. The higheft 
crimes - for which any profecutions have yet 
taken place, h^ve been adultery and petty 
theft; and more than one convi&ion for the 
former of thcfe has occurred. From that clafs 
of vices which comes lefs under the cogni¬ 
zance of a public court, the Nova Scotians 
are in fome refpects remarkably free; mar¬ 
riage is extremely general among them, and 
all thofe evils which more particularly refult 

from. 
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from its being in difufe, are therefore in a 
great meafure avoided : drunkennefs is by no 
means common: ^fwearing is hardly ever 
heard: their attention to the fabbath is alfo 
great ; they on that day abftain entirely from 
work, drefs themfelves in very good (and 
fome of them even in very gay) attire, and 
repair together with their children to church, 
where their deportment during the fervice, 
and their whole appearance are reprefented to 
be fuch as to form a very ftriking fpe&acle. 

It will appear from the above general de- 
fcription, that the Nova Scotians are evidently 
fuperior to the generality of people of the 
lame order in this country, in refpedt to that 
particular clafs of morals which has 1)660 
treated ofbut this is certainly the moll fa¬ 
vourable way of viewing them. It will, be 
neceflary, in order to give a juft idea of their 
whole charadter* to enter rather largely into 
fome other points: and lirft it may be proper 
to take notice of then; religion, -and then to 
dwell on fome of the peculiar dilpolitions and 
prejudices of their minds, elpecially as they 
may refpedt the Company: after which a 
retrofpe&ive view will be taken of their paft 
circumftances and condition. 

On the lirft of thefe heads it may be ob- 
ferved, that the Nova Scotians are not only 
punctual, as has been already Hated, at their 
worlhip, but that many of them profefs alfo 
in-other refpe&s much regard to religion. It 

is 
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is natural however to imagine, that among 
fuck a body of men, almod all of them claim¬ 
ing to be thought Clinicians, there will be 
fome who.-have imbibed very inadequate or 
enthufiaftic notions of Chridianity; a few 
perhaps who *fet up hypocritical pretenfions 
to it; while there may be many others who, 
notwithdanding fome defeat in their religious 
knowledge, may be confident and fincere 
Chridians. There are five or fix black 
preachers among them, raifed up from their 
own body, who are not without a confider- 
able influence ; and it fuppofed that the dis¬ 
cipline which they preferve in their little 
congregations, has contributed materially to 
the maintenance of the general morals which 
have been fpoken of. 

The due regulation and*command of their 
tenjpers, is one of thofe points in which the 
Directors mull date that r the Nova Scotians 
are (many of them at lead) mod eminently 
Sound to fail. They have appeared in many 
indances remarkably i;afli and hady in their 
judgments, and vehement in all the difpofi- 
tions - of their mind. The violence which 
occafionally broke out at an early period of 
the fettlement, was fuch as to give ferious 
anxiety to the government; it fhewed itfelf 
in vehement declamations made fometimes 
in the public dreets, and in marked expref- 
fions of contumely rudely and publicly ut¬ 
tered againd the Company’s chief fervants. 
Some fymptoms of ambition appeared about 

the 
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the fame time in one or two individuals, 
who had acquired a temporary popularity in 
the colony. The Ixtreme violence which 
has been fpoken of was ordinarily confined 
to a very few, but fome degree of it occafi- 
onally extended itfelf to a greater number, and 
the more forward and afiuming individuals, 
'then grew eager to dictate in the name of the 
whole body. This turbulence muft certainly be 
mentioned as one of the chief circumllances 
of difcredit to the character of the infant 
fettlement. Although the Directors truft that 
fo mifchievous a fpirit has now confiderably 
fubfided, they have neverthelefs thought it 
proper to fend out orders, that if there fhould 
hill be any individuals who perfift in com¬ 
plaining againft the government, they fhould 
be defired to avail themfelves of an opportu¬ 
nity which will be afforded them of returning 
back to Nova Scotia. 

Thp unreafonaKlenefs of many of the fet- 
tlers in eftimating their own merits, and their 
very inadequate fenfe of thofe obligations 
which have been conferred on them by the 
Company, muft be ftated as another mate¬ 
rial circumftance to the prejudice of feveral 
of their characters. All this is combined in¬ 
deed with the falfe and abfurd notions, which 
the more forward among them have imbibed, 
concerning their rights as freemen, and the 
whole nature of their claims on the Company. 

When the Governor and Council thought 
proper to difmifs one .of the Nova Scotians 

9 v from 



( 82 ) 

from his work, on account of difrefpeCtful 
conduft towards his fuperiors, a number of 
his comrades made a formal application to 
have it eftablifhed as a law, that no Nova 
Scotia labourers working under the Company 
fhould ever be turned off in fhture, unlefs 
after a verdict given to that purpofe by a 
jury of his peers. When the difpute ended 
concerning the quantity of the Company’s 
own land to be referved near the fhore for 
public ufes, fome of the Nova Scotians in 
allowing at length that a certain portion of it 
fhould be fo referved, conceded the point by 
faying, that they would oblige the Company 
with the piece of land in queftion. The 
claims which they fet up for an increafe of 
wages, and for a reduction in the price of 
articles fold at the Cofnpany’s fiore-houfe, 
have been already mentioned to the court, 
and their unreafonablenefs has in no in fiance 
appeared more ftrongly than in thefe appli¬ 
cations ; for their wages, at the time of their 
complaint, were no lefs than tw T o {hillings 
and lix-pence a day; and the price of the 
goods fold to them was only fuch as to afford 
a clear profit, (after paying freight, intereft 
of money, as well as prime coft and all other 
charges) of about ten per cent to the Com¬ 
pany. It is worthy of remark allb, that they 
ufually prefer both the above mentioned and 
all their other claims, though matters of bar¬ 
gain between the two contracting parties, 
emphatically in their character of freemen. 

If 
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If an additional fix-pence be not added to their 
wages, they declare^ that they fhall then con¬ 
ceive themfelves to be treated as flaves. If 
the governor be not difmifled for having or¬ 
dered water to be mixed with the rum, before 
it was expofed to fale (which it has proved 
on enquiry that he did with no other pur- 
pofe, than that of bringing it to the fair and 
proper proof), it is intimated in like manner 
that the whole colony is about to be reduced 
to flavery. Undoubtedly thefe exprcfliona 
are ufed often in hafte, are fometimes alfo 
retracted, and in* whatever name they may 
be urged, fhould never be charged on the 
whole body. They afford a fpecimen how¬ 
ever of the fort of reafonings with which the 
government abroad, has frequently had to 
combat, and they may tend to fhew the pro¬ 
priety of the line of*condu£t adopted by the 
Directors, which has been that of endeavour¬ 
ing to compofe tire minds of the colonifts, 
by giving a favourable impreffion of the 
Company’s general difpofition towards them, 
rather than attempting to fatisfy them by re¬ 
iterated and unreafonable conceflions. The 
fubftance of their complaints, if they could 
be made good, would amount in effedt to 
this ; that the Company gain too much money 
by their dealings with the fettlers, and are 
. profiting to an unreafonable degree at their 
expcnfe 5 for all the points in difpute have 
been, required by them to be fettled in fome 
way that would # turn out more favourably to 
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thd Nova Scotians, and more unfavourably 
to the finances of the Company. 

The Directors have ftated in the foregoing 
account, that out of about two hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds capital, above eighty 
thoufand pounds have been already fpent in 
eftablifhing the colony; and, if the dead 
ftock be included (as the greater part of it 
may), above one hundred thoufand pounds* 
If the Company had proceeded entirely on 
thofe iflterefted views which fome of the 
Nova Scotians have been ready to aferibe to 
them, and had merely eftablifhed a factory 
for their trade, the expenditure of a fourth 
or a fifth part of this fum would probably 
have been fuflicient; and confequently about 
eighty thoufand pounds (not to mention the 
expenfe paid by government in tranfporting 
the Nova Scotians) might have been faved. 
The bare ftatement of the(e fa£ts fufficiently 
proves the unreafonablenefs of thofe. Nova 
Scotians, who are always complaining of the 
illiberality of the Company. It is true that 
advantages poflibly even outweighing all this 
expenfe, have accrued to the Company from 
their migration to Sierra Leone. Thefe how¬ 
ever have been advantages not gained by'the 
Company as traders looking to their own 
profit, but as founders of the Sierra Leone 
Company, for the firm eftablifhment of which 
they may reckon themfelves chiefly indebted 
to the Nova Scotians. This fum of eighty 
thoufand pounds, (which is, a third part of 
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the Company's whole .capital) has therefore 
been the price paid for the civilization that is 
now begun in Africa: it has been facrificed 
to that caufe, which the Sierra Leone Com¬ 
pany have conftdered as their own, the caufe 
of Chriftianity and Freedom and Civilization 
among the race of Africans; to the caufe 
more particularly of thefe Nova Scotians 
themfelves and their pofterity. 

The jealoufy and fufpicion fhewn by many 
of the Nova Scotians, efpecially in their in- 
tercourfe with whites, is another circqmftance 
that muft be mentioned in fome degree to 
their prejudice. They have all profelfed in¬ 
deed to entertain the moft favourable opinion 
of the intentions and principles of the Di¬ 
rectors, who therefore hope that they will 
be difpofed to a ready acquiefcence in the 
decifions of the Court, whenever they may 
be made known to them. Few however of 
the fervants fent put have efcaped their fhare 
of harfh and unreafonable fufpicion; but 
though this unpleafant; difpofition muft be 
mentioned, as forming one material feature 
in the character of the fettlers, yet great 
allowance for it will undoubtedly be made, 
if due confideration be had of the various 
fufferings which fome of them have under¬ 
gone, and the very unequal meafure of 
juftice which they have formerly received* 
and are now habituated to expeCt, at the 
hand of whites. 
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In eftimating indeed the whole character 
that has been given of the Nova Scotians, 
the peculiar circumftances. of their paft lives 
ought not to be forgotten, and this therefore 
is a fubjedt to which it is material to draw 
for a while the attention of the Court. 

It fhould be remembered that the men 
whom the Directors have been defcribing, 
were all of them at one time flaves; that in 
that period of their lives, when they were 
abridged of their liberty, they probably, like 
others in their condition, were but little 
reftrained in refpedt to many branches of 
morals, that marriage was not then inftituted 
among them, that the want of parental care 
and inftruftion was not at all fypplied by 
any inftitution of fchools, and that no one, 
in fhort, then confidered k as his duty to in¬ 
culcate any kind of religious or moral princi¬ 
ples among them. It fhould be confidered 
alfo, how much they muft, at the fame time, 
have been degraded in refpe& to the facilities 
of their minds, how fmall their opportunities 
of knowledge were, how little inducement 
they had to cultivate their talents, or to exert 
their underftandings. They felt undoubtedly 
a ftrong fenfe of the peculiar hardfhips under 
which they laboured, but it is probable they 
were little acquainted with the true nature of 
civil rights, or accuftomed to think accurately 
about them: on the contrary, they may very 
naturally be fuppofed to have often confound¬ 
ed the unavoidable hardfhips of life, and the 
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punifhments needful in fociety, with all thofc 
other ills which a principle of arbitrary poorer 
impofes, and whiclf it can fignify little to 
thofe who are involved in a ftate of hopelefs 
captivity particularly to difcriminate. It is 
to fome want of difcrimination and remaining 
ignorance in this refpeCt, that much of that 
unreafonablenefs of the Nova Scotians which 
has been defcribed, and that fome of the ab- 
furdeft of thofe particular claims which have 
been fpecified, may obvioufly be traced, and 
not to any original fault in their moral cha¬ 
racter more than in that of other men, nor 
to any natural inferiority in their underfland- 
ing. And when it is confidered how often 
the advocates for a fyftem of fervitude have, 
on their ^ part, confounded both flavery itfelf 
and all the enormities attending it, with the 
neceflary evils of hujnan life, and the infti- 
tutions that are requifite in civil fociety, it 
furely need not excite furprife if emancipated 
flaves fhould be fubjeCt to a like confufion of 
ideas, and fhould feem,* in the fame manner, 
to labour under fome dulnefs and inaccuracy 
of underflanding, when aCting under the bias 
of felf-intereft. 

It feems proper to obferve, in addition to 
what has been already faid on the original 
condition of the Nova Scotians,* that the Di¬ 
rectors are not without reafon for fuppofing 
the ftate of their fervitude tp have been more 
harfh than the American fervitude is in gene¬ 
ral $ ‘ for it fhotlld be noticed^, that they form 
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a portion of thofe (laves who, during the 
American war, ran away from their matters 
and took refuge in the .king’s army ; which 
it feems .natural to imagine that thofe would 
in general be the moil difpofed to do, whofe 
fituation was the moft hard and uncomfort¬ 
able. Indeed if this prefumption of their ill 
treatment, arifing from the manner of their 
emancipation (which is increafed by the ac¬ 
count that a few of them recite of their ex¬ 
traordinary fuflcrings), (hould bethought un¬ 
fair, and lhould appear to derogate too much 
from the fuppofed mildnefs and humanity of 
American matters, it feems then to follow, 
on the other hand, that they were thofe (laves 
who were the lead fenfible of the mild treat*- 
ment they received, who were the leaft at¬ 
tached to the perfons of their matters, and 
the moft prone to be difcontented with their 
condition. On either of thefe l’uppofitions, 
the Nova Scotians may be faid to, furnifli a 
lefs favourable fpecimen of the chara&er to 
be expected ip emancipated (laves, than may 
be commonly hoped for in other cafes. It 
can hardly be neceflary to obferve, how 
extremely unfavourable the circumftances 
through which they have patted into a date 
of freedom wUl appear, if their cafe (hould 
be compared .with that of (laves, who might 
be emancipated on a prudent principle of 
difcriminaUon ; to w}iom liberty having been 
firft held out in prolped, in order to prepare 
them fpr it, might be granted .after a certain 
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period of fervice, as the profeflfed reward of 
induftry and merit ; or might perhaps be 
communicated degrees, as local or other 
circumftances might make advifiable,.privi¬ 
lege after privilege being added, in pro¬ 
portion as their diligence fhould advance, as 
their property ihould accumulate, and their 
perfonal intereft in the maintenance and well¬ 
being of fociety Ihould increafe. 

But to refume the fubje£t which occaiioned 
this ihort digreflion—the Nova Scotia blacks 
having been born in North America t of African 
parents or progenitors (a few only excepted 
who were imported Afi icans, and were chiefly 
kidnapped as they fay in their infancy), hav¬ 
ing palled the principal part of their lives in 
a ftate of flavery that was probably worfe than 
ordinary, and having then emancipated them- 
felves in the manner that has been mentioned, 
they fulfilled on rheir part the conditions re¬ 
quired of than in the proclamations iflued by 
the Britifh commanders, having been of the 
number of loyalifts who joined the ftandard 
of Great Britain. Whatever education or in- 
ftru&ion any of them have received, appears 
to have been chiefly got fince.the aera of their 
emancipation. A few of them with a part of 
their earnings put themfeives to fchool, with 
the view either of increafing their religious 
knowledge, or of laying the ground for fame 
future improvement in their condition; and 
thefe are now the preachers and fchool- 
maftejs of the Sierra Leone colony. After 
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palling through various fcenes, for the moft 
part living among the Britifh folders, and 
following the common fortune of the army; 
not unfrequ&ntly expofing themfdves in battle, 
as the wounds of feveral will teftify, and get¬ 
ting credit always for their courage, but not 
fo uniformly for all the other parts of their 
character; their numbers being now con- 
fiderably reduced by the death of fome and 
the difperfion of others (a portion of them 
being fuppofed to have again fallen into the 
hands of the Americans); the remainder were 
brought to Nova Scotia at the end of the war, 
in order to reeeive, in common with the white 
loyalifts, certain allowances of provisions and 
portions of land, in purfuance of the promifes 
made to them in thofe proclamations, which 
have been already alluded to. They ftate 
that they obtained the rations of provifions, 
though not to the full extent of their expec¬ 
tations ; that inftead of the promifed lots of 
land, they got in general only a fmall town-, 
lot of little value, the white loyalifts having 
engrofled all the ground that was valuable; 
and that they were further difappointed in 
not finding thertifelves admitted to the ufual 
privileges of Britifh fubje&s, and in particular 
to the right of trial by jury. It has been 
already noticed, that their fenfe of thefe in¬ 
juries, together with their experience of the 
unfavourablenel's of the climate of Nova 
Scotia, induced them to leek redrefs from the 
Britifh government, by means of a delegate 
* < from 
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from their own body, whom they fent to 
England for that purpofe. ✓ 

When Mr. Ciarkfon appeared as the Com¬ 
pany’s agent in Nova Scotia, and ftated at 
feveral public meetings of the free blacks, the 
propofals held out to them by the Com¬ 
pany, together with the liberal offer of a 
free paflage to Sierra Leone made by the 
Britifh government, they exprefled at once 
the moll lively joy and exultation; they 
congratulated themfelves on being now about 
to be emancipated from a fituation which 
they had almoft confidered as a fecond fervi- 
tude, both on account of the fpecific hard- 
fhips already ftated, and the general difrepute 
and inequality of treatment which had foU 
lowed them into the Britifh colony, in which 
they had attempted to incorporate themfelves. 
The eagernefs of their defire to migrate, is 
faid by Mr. Ciarkfon, to have rendered him, 
fo much the more careful in guarding them 
againft the indulgence of all unreafonble ex¬ 
pectations. No allowance even of provifions 
after their arrival was held out to them, and 
the neceflity of working on their lots of land, 
in order to get their livelihood, was urged 
upon them univerfally. But their ardour was 
not at all repreffed by thefe or any fimilar 
fiiggeftions ; they fold haftily and without 
regret, at the moll inadequate prices, fuch of 
their little effects as could not eaftly be carried 
away with them: a few of thofe who were 
polfelfed of property aflifted others who were 
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in debt, to fatisfy fuch claims as might have 
prevented their migration; and feveral who 
were the heads of families, are faid to have 
undertaken, for the fupport of the younger 
and more unprotected females, to whom no 
paffage was granted except on this condition. 
The whole body waited feveral weeks in tents 
at Halifax, for the collection of the lhipping, 
during which time they were expofed to 
much inclemency of weather, and contracted a 
confiderable degree of ficknefs : they fet fail 
in the beginning of January, 1792, having 
readily adopted every meafure that was fug- 
gefted to them for the maintenance of exaCt 
order during the voyage, and having thus far 
uniformly teftified both their gratitude and 
obedience to Mr. Clarkfon and to the Company, 

V 

They* conduct fincc this period has been 
already fufficiently defcribed, and the Direct 
tors think that when it is confidered in con- 
neCtion with all thofe circumflances of their 
paft lives which have ^now been alfo men¬ 
tioned, although fome of the pleafing ex¬ 
pectations which were excited by a few 
iirft appearances may have been difappointed, 
their character may fairly be faid to turn out 
as favourably on the whole as could reafon- 
ably be expeCted. It fhould be noticed in¬ 
deed, that among thefe emancipated flaves, 
there have not been wanting inftances of a 
few, at leaft, who have afforded a moft fa¬ 
vourable . fpecimen of the African character, 
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on whofe general difpolitions Chriftianity ap¬ 
pears to have had a moft benign and Happy 
influence, and who* have (hewn themfelves on 
all occaflons humble and contented, the friends 
of order, and the zealous prompters of peace. 

Let it therefore be carefully remembered 
on the one hand, that every thing which has 
been faid in difparagement of the Nova Sco¬ 
tians, is to be underftood with fome excep¬ 
tions, and with various degrees of limitation: 
let it alfo be confidered, on the other, how 
great and various have been the diladvan- 
tages under which all of them have laboured ; 
and it will then no doubt appear, that the 
turbulence of fome, the unreafonablenefs as 
well as jealoufy of many more, and all the 
other unfavourable circumftances in their 
character, are more or lefs to be looked for 
in any body of men who have been in their 
condition. Th£y are faults incident to them 
moft unqueftionably, not as blacks, but they * 
may be traced to ouf common nature. And 
who. is there who will venture to fay, that if 
he had entered into life alfo under fimilar 
difadvantages, and had ftruggfed under a like 
fucceflion of vexations, hardfhips, and disap¬ 
pointments, his mind would not have con¬ 
tracted any of the fame prejudices, nor his 
character have been marked by any of thofe 
untoward difpofitions, which belong to fome 
of the prefent colonifts of Sierra Leone ? 

It has been already noticed that the Gover¬ 
nor 
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nor and Council are endeavouring, in com¬ 
pliance with the wifhes of the Directors, to 
expedite as much as poffible the fettling of 
them on their own lands ; by the cultivation 
of which there is reafon to think that they, 
like the former fettlers now living at Gran¬ 
ville Town, may be able to get a comfortable 
fubfiftence : and if, by the bleffing of Provi¬ 
dence on their induftry, they fhould find their 
fubftance accumulate and their general pros¬ 
perity advance, their families at the fame 
time continuing to increafe, it can hardly be 
doubted that they will thus gradually be 
brought to eftimate more juftly their obliga¬ 
tions to the Company. It is important how¬ 
ever to obferve that, both with a view to 
their own happinefs and to the Company’s 
great object of extending civilization in Africa, 
it is of the higheft confluence that they 
fhould neither be left without inttru&ors from 
hence, nor without a government confifti.ng 
•of Europeans. 

Their children, who were about three hun¬ 
dred in number, are univerfally Sent to School, 
and are reported to advance quite as faft in 
their learning as children commonly do in 
this country; although they were not Sup¬ 
plied tili lately with very Suitable and Suffi¬ 
cient Englifh matters. The Directors propofe 
to Spare no pains or expenfe that may be 
neceflary in order to maintain this part of 
their eftablilbment on the beft footing, and 
they will continue to direct the peculiar af- 
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tention of the Governor and Council to fo 
very important an object; for it is tp this 
riling generation of well-educated blacks, that 
the Directors chiefly look, for the gradual 
improvement of the internal date of the co¬ 
lony ; and to them alfo it feems by no means 
prefumptuous to hope, that fome of the more 
diftant and even of the interior parts of Africa, 
may one day poflibly be indebted for the in¬ 
troduction of Chriilianity, for the propogation 
of European knowledge, and fome important 
attainments in civilization. « 

The progrefs made in the cxtenlion of civi¬ 
lization among the natives, together with the 
difficulties which have occurred, and the open¬ 
ing profpeCts in this refpeCt which have been 
afforded, are the only part of the prefent ge¬ 
neral head that remains to be treated of. This 
however is a matter of fuch great impor¬ 
tance, and of io very interefting a nature 
allb, that the Directors are perfuaded they 
need offer no apology for entering into it at 
fome length, and for laying before the Court 
luch aCtual information as they have received 
upon it, with freedom as well as particularity. 

It muft be obvious to the Proprietors that, 
in treating of the Civilization of Africa, the 
nature and tendency of the prefent African 
Slave Trade, come direCtly and neceffarily 
under confi deration. The Directors however 
in fpeaking of the Stave Trade, do not pro- 
pofe to deal in obfervations and arguments 
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raifed by themfelves at home on this beaten 
topic jf' conceiving that they lhall do more 
exaCfc as well as ample juftice to the fubjeCt, 
by reforting to a fimple narrative of what has 
been palling upder the view of their fervants 
abroad, and by enumerating a few ftrong but 
authentic facts, which it will not be necef- 
fary to preface with much introduction. 

They will defcribe firft, the deplorable 
ftate to which the diftriCt around Sierra Leone, 
previous to the formation of the colony, had 
been reduced, through its intercourfe with 
Europeans; an intercourfe carried on up to 
that time, chiefly, if not exclulively, for the 
purpofe of procuring Haves.—-In the fecond 
place, they will ftate a number of more recent 
faCts, fome of them exhibiting the nature 
of the prefent Slave Trade, and the obftruc- 
tion. which it has actually given to the 
Company’s attempts to promote Civilization. 

In fpeaking of the firft of tftefe points, 
namely, the lituation to* which the long pre¬ 
valence of the Slave Trade had reduced the 
country round Sierra Leone, the Directors 
cannot forbear briefly recapitulating a few 
faCts which were recited in a former report 
made to the General Court, which was held 
nearly at the time of inftituting the colony. 

As a proof of the infecurity of the porfons 
of the natives, it was then ftated, that even 
the king of the country himfelf, though peace¬ 
able and more than ordinarily refpeCfced, had 

in 
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In no lefs than three feparate inftances Jreen 
bereft of fome relations of his own, through 
the various enormities of the Slave Trade. In 
a letter fent by him to England, wherein he 
refers to one only of thefe three calamities, 
he fays: “ There are three diftant relations 
“ of mine now in the Weft Indies, carried 
u away by one Captain Cox, captain of a 
w Danilh fliip, Corpro, Banna, and Morbour : 
“ thefe were taken out of my river Sierra 
“ Leone. I know not how to gefr them 
tC back/’ And he ftates his reafon for en¬ 
couraging the intended Sierra Leone fettle- 
ment fo warmly as he did in fpite of all 
infinuations to its prejudice, to be u In order 
“ that there might be a flop put to the horiid 
u depredations that «ire often committed in 
u this country by all countries that come 
“ here to trade.” The fubftance of this 
letter, which appears to have been written by 
the hand of a fecretary to the king, who had 
received fome education in England, was 
afterwards confirmed by the king’s fon. 

A few other l'pecific proofs of the preva¬ 
lence of kidnapping were cited in 4 hat report, 
and one inftance of the capture of a drag¬ 
gling native by a party of kidnappers was 
given, of which the agent of the Sierra Leone 
Company, as well as another perfon then in 
England, had ocular demonftration. 

But the circumftance to which the Di¬ 
rectors wifh more particularly to draw the 
attention of the Proprietors, is the mention 
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tha{ was then made of feveral depopulated' 
towns along the fea coaft (two of which the 
Company’s agent had vifited), all of them 
faid to have been broken up by a mulatto 
flave-trader* refiding to the fouth of Sierra 
Leone ; who having had the advantage of 
other chiefs through the education he re¬ 
ceived in his youth at Liverpool, acquired a 
very fuperior degree of power and influence, 
which it appears from abundant teftimonies 
that he very freely exercifed. 

In purfuing the defcription of the eflfe&s 
produced by the Slave Trade in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Sierra Leone, the Dire&ors 
will quote, firft, fome authentic evidences 
confirming and enlarging the account of ra¬ 
vages committed towards the fouth, by the 
mulatto flave-trader abovementioned : they 
will then produce foirie evidence of its na¬ 
ture, brought from no great diftancc north¬ 
wards of the fettlement; to which will be 
added the information of feveral very com¬ 
petent witnefles from the eaft or interior 
country: a few additional fadts of different 
kinds, fome of them furnifhed at Sierra 
Leone itfelf, will*, form the remaining evi¬ 
dence of that deplorable fituation to which 
Sierra Leone and its adjoining diftri£t had 
been reduced, previous to the formation of 
the prefent colony. 

The Dire£tors wifh to obferve, once for 
all, that the truth and accuracy of the in¬ 
formation they are about to lay before the 

Court 
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Court have been in general eltablifhefi^ by 
the united teftimon/ of fome of the principal 
fervants of the Company; and that all that 
part of it which will be given as quotation, 
was committed to writing by one of them 
always about the time and generally on the 
* very day, often at the very hour, of its being 
received. * 

On the fubje£fc of the mulatto trader who 
is faid to have depopulated the towns which 
are feen (landing to the fouth of Sierra Leone, 
and who is now no more, his death having 
been brought about, as it is fuppofed, by 
fome of the natives, the following informa¬ 
tion has been received: 

After fome intelligence nearly to the fame 
purport, obtained from another quarter, it 
is obferved : . 

“ — March 1793. A flave-trader of 
“ the name of —«■ — -, has alfo been men- 
<c tioning the devaftations of the late mulatto 
“ trader, as a thing vtfiich conliftcd with 
“ his knowledge; he fays, that his plan 
“ was to lend goods to every inferior chief. 


* The Directors, for obvious reafons, do not think proper 
to infert in this printed report the names of all the perfons or 
places that may be fpoken of in the journal, and other docu¬ 
ments, from which they lhall make their quotations; and they 
lhall therefore deferibe them in general by fome circumlocu¬ 
tion : they lhall ufe a few other trifling liberties with the lan¬ 
guage, chiefly for the fake of elucidation, taking care, how¬ 
ever, ;n no inflance to alter any word that is material. 
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** v?r head-man, who thought proper to re- 
<s quell them, aiui if the head-man was flow 
“ in fulfilling his engagements, that he 
u would then atm two or three hundred of 
u his gmmetras (or working people) who 
“ being officered by white men, deferters 
M from the fhips, were fent to furprife the 
“ towns of his debtor. In this way had he 
* l depopulated the whole country from Cape 
“ Sierra Leone to the river Sherbro. In 
“ order to lave himfelf from the effects of 
<c the general indignation railed againft him, 
he formed a purrah (or confederacy), by 
“ which he united the kings and principal 
“ chiefs (all of whom were deeply engaged 
“ in the Slave Trade), in an agreement to 
“ defend each other.” * 

“ - A native chief informed me, 

“ that a conliuerable town in which he ufed 

tr 

“ to live, was attacked by this mulatto trader* 
il who was on that occafion aided by* fome 
“ of the other chiefs, and alfo by an Ameri- 
<c can veflel then waiting for Haves; that 
after a ilout refiltance his town was taken 
u and deffifoyed ; that himfelf however and, 
44 the greater part of ^is people effected their 
<c efcape to a fmall neighbouring ifland, 
44 whence they ufed to make occalional in- 
11 curfions on their enemy upon the main 
44 land : he mentioned his having taken forty' 
44 prifoners in one of thefe expeditions, all 
“ of whom were fold as Haves.” 

A principal fervant of the Company, when 
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on a vifit to thefe parts, adds the following 

information : “ A flave of this mulatto chief 

00 

was fet up by him as adminiftrator of 
“ juftice in his own diftrid:, who* is now 
“ reckoned a perfon of great importance, 
“ and is become too powerful to be thwart- 
“ ed ; much court is paid to him by the 
<c flave-traders. It is faid that terrible cruel- 
<c ties are pradlifed by him, and that accu- 
44 fations are multiplied. A native chief of 
u a neighbouring village who was with us 
“ on board the cutter, being afked’to go 
“ with us on fhore, declined it with a ftrong 
cc expreflion of indignation and hatred againflt 
44 this perfon, apprehending, as it appeared, 
44 that if he came within his reach he fhould 

44 fcarcely efcapc him.-In proceeding 

44 along the river, we obferved a number of 
44 creeks, the entrance of which is too nar- 
44 row for more than one canoe to pals at a 
44 time : at the head of moil of thefe creeks 
44 there are towns. Thefe retired places of 
44 relidence were chofen in the time of the 
44 mulatto flav e-trader, on the ground of 
44 their affording opportunity to effect an 
44 efcape, in cafe of alarm, before the at- 
44 tack could be made. One of the fub- 
44 ordinate chiefs, at whofe town we landed, 
44 confefled that this had been, his motive for 
44 chuling fo difficult a fpot as that on which 
44 he had pitched himfelf.” Some further 
mention of this eminent flave-trader will 
occur in the fequel, and the Proprietors will 
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then be again reminded of the various traces 
of his ravages which have here been fpoken 
of, ' p. 

In proceeding to notice the effedts of the 
Slave Trade towards the norths the Diredtors 
have to obftrve, that the two countries near- 
eft to the Sierra Leone (or Timmany) dif- 
tridt, on that fide, are the Mandingo and 
the Sufee countries. They will introduce 
fome information from each of thefe. The 
Foulah country, which will be mentioned 
alfo, is, ftill farther off. 

“ . November. Two chiefs from 

ct the neareft towns to Freetown dined with 
“ me : they both allowed the frequency of 
tl kidnapping among the Sufees and Man- 
dingoes ; one of them had been an eye 
u witncl's to it. As to the Foulahs, he fays 
“ it is univerfally acknowledged that they 
“ make war for the foie purpofe of pro- 
“ curing Haves. He fays t it often happens 
“ that a company of Foulahs, having brought 
“ Haves to market, i^ attacked by a party of 
“ Freebooters, who infeft the country be- 
<c tween the coaft and the Foulah country, 
<l .and who „both rob people of their goods 
11 and make Haves of them to boot, fo that 
“ it is 'not unufual for the fame man who 
“ fold others as Haves, to be fold in a few 
“ w r eeks afterwards to the fame flavc-fadtory 
“ hiinfelf.” 

The following intelligence is from the 
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Mandingo, which is immediately north of 
the Sierra Leone country. 

u .— ■ November. A trader frotfi the 

u Sufee country related the following anec- 
“ dote, of which he himfelf had been a wit- 
“ nefs. Two or three years ago, the chief 
u of Quiaport river, in the Sufee country, 
“ attacked the chief of Bowrah, and made 
“ prifoners of fome of his people, whom he 
“ fold to the Britifh flave-fa£tory to the 
north of Sierra Leone. The chief who 
“ had been attacked colie&ed all hi^ force, 
“ defeated the other chief, and made a great 
u many of his people prifoners ; with thefe 
<c he went and redeemed his own people 
u from the flave-fa&ory, who obliged him 
however to pay two for one.” 

“ February 1794. A mulatto lady, mifr 
w trefs of a large town in the Mandingo 
“ country, who jfofTdfes conliderable in- 
telligence, called on us in the evening, and 
u Ibaid in the fettlement two or three nights. 
tf She has been to Epgland in her youth, 
“ and her Englilh name is Mifs B. Heard. 
<c We talked much about the Slave Trade ; 
“ fhe faid fhe difliked it, for it kept her in 
“ conftant terror, fince fhe never knew when 
“ fhe lay down at night, whether fhe might 
“ not be affaflinated before the morning. 
“ She faid that for fome time paft there had 
been no wars in the interior country to 
il hers, and acknowledged that the wars do 
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u not happen when there is no demand for 
44 flaves.” 

T*hc Diredors will add one more quo¬ 
tation on u the fubjed of the northern diflridt: 

44 In the Mandingo and Sufee countries, 
44 which lie between the river Sierra Leone 
44 and the Rio-Pongas, kidnapping is very 
44 frequent; nor is this done by the Grangers 
44 alone. It often happens that children arc 
44 kidnapped by people of a neighbouring or 

44 even of the fame village.*'— - 4< A perfon 

44 who has refided feveral years in the Man- 
44 dingo country, told me that mothers, in 
44 that part, never fail to colled: their 
44 children together with great care as night 
44 comes on, and either Ihut them up or 
44 endeavour to keep them within their 

44 eye till morning.-Jt is ftipulated in 

44 thefe parts between the flave-trader and 
44 the kidnappers, that none of the natives 
44 around fhall be admitted to a fight of the 
44 flaves, who are ufually conveyed away by 
44 the craft in the night, the barter of them 
44 having been made in the night time alfo. 
44 I have converfed with many natives as 
44 well as traders on this fubjed, and they 
44 have every one of them confirmed the 
44 above account, A principal factor, from 
“ whom I inquired the reafon of the great 
44 frequency of kidnapping among the Man- 
44 dingoes, obferved that it arofe from their 
44 head-men getting into debt to the Eu- 
44 ropeans, and being then put into confinc- 
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44 ment by them; in confcquence of which, 
44 the people belonging to thefe head-men 
44 were laid undei* an obligation to kidnap 
44 fome perfon, in order to- eifed* their re- 
44 demption.” 

The following information *refpeds that 
part of the interior or eqflern country which 
is not far diftant from Freetown, and is fub- 
jed to the King of Sierra Leone. 

14 A chief reliding in one of the upper 
44 branches of the Sierra Leone river, whofe 
44 charadcr is conlidered as refped^ble, has 
44 been with us : the following is the fiib- 
44 fiance of his information with refped to 
44 the Sierra Leone trade. The people in- 
44 land, he fays, are ufed to go to war on 
44 purpofe to make flaves : at prefent, there 
44 being no great demand, they do not make 
44 war. White people often encourage pa- 
44 layers (or quarrels), promiling dafhes (or 
44 prel’ents of Ijquor) in cafe the convids 
46 arc fold to them. They were in the prac- 
44 tice alfo of foment^pg war, by giving am- 
44 munition to both parties ; this ufed for- 
44 merly to happen very frequently, of which 
44 he fpecified two inflances.. He told me 
44 that he was himfelf engaged in a war 
44 which lafted five years, when a Britifh 
44 flave-trader furnifhed both him and his 
44 enemies with powder; that he ufed then 
44 often to waylay and fell ftrangers, in order 
44 to buy arms and ammunition ; but he fays 
44 . this was 4 a bad thing and juftified only 
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4 ‘ by the neceffity he was under of finding 
44 means to defend himfclf: had there been 
44 no ilave-fa&ories he would not have done 
44 l’o. Thfc flave-traders have adted differently 
44 of late years; for the inhabitants of his 
44 country bding much diminifhed in their 
44 numbers, and the wars among them very 
44 much interrupting the intercourfe with the 
44 remoter parts, the flave-fadtors have ufed 
44 their influence to fettle all differences, and 
44 to fecure to the people further inland a 
44 free paffage to the river’s mouth. For 
44 fome years pad there have been no wars 
44 in his part, but almod all the flaves fold 
44 there have been brought down from the 
44 country further up.” 

44 The fame chief mentioned that it was 
44 not uncommon for head-men, when they 
44 wanted goods from the flave-fadlories, to 
44 give a hint to their wives to encourage 
44 fome of the natives to commit adultery, 
44 who if they fell into the fnare, were then 
44 fold to the flave-fadtory on the accufation 
44 of tliefe women.” 

44 Two native flave-traders who polfefs a 
44 confiderable fhare of intelligence, have 
44 been with us. They informed us that 
44 kidnapping was a general practice 4 among 
44 the bufh-men by which they mean thofe 
44 who live in the interior: that it was no 
44 unufual thing for the inhabitants of the 
44 coalt to travel back into the country, and 
* 4 lie in wait in the woods for any draggling 

4 ‘ people. 
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44 people. They faid, that almoft all the 
46 llaves brought from a diftance, were taken 
44 either by force Qr fraud.” ^ 

After fo many various and independent 
proofs of the nature of the Slave Trade, and 
of that horrible defolation which it has fpread 
on every fide, it cannot be very neceffary to 
bring forward any additional and individual 
fa£ts in order to furnifh further teftimony of 
the fame kind. The following ftory hap¬ 
pens, however, to afford an inftance of the 
practice of kidnapping at Sierra Leone, of 
too interefting a nature to be omitted. 

The Proprietors may recollect that of the 
Nova Scotians who have migrated to Sierra 
Leone, it has been obferved that fome were 
originally inhabitants of Africa, and that a 
great proportion of thefe were, according to 
their own account, kidnapped in their in¬ 
fancy. It has beefa found that three of their 
number were furnifhed from parts not very 
far diftant from Sierra Leone; one of thefe 
three was taken from Sierra Leone itfelf, as 
he ufed to mention when failing thither on 
his return. When he landed, he found 
himfelf nearly on the fpot from whence he 
had been carried off, and pointed to a par¬ 
ticular part of the beach, where, as he re¬ 
lates, a woman laid hold on him, he being 
then a boy, and fold him to an American 
flave-fhip in the river. The interval of his 
abfence had been about fifteen years. He 
rccolle&ed the way to his native town, which 
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was only two or three miles diftant, but he 
felt, for a time at leaf!:, I’o great a dread of 
partings from the body of his companions, 
that he delayed making an expedition thither. 

A number of Nova Scotians, of whom 
this man was one, were Handing together 
among their tents, not long after their arri¬ 
val, when a body of natives, led by curi- 
olity, came down to fee the feltlement. An 
elderly woman of the party was obferved by 
lome of the fettlers to have her attention 
arrefted, ,and very peculiar emotions excited 
whenever fhe could obtain a view of the face 
of this Nova Scotian : Ihe was heard to utter 
fome words in her native tongue to her com¬ 
panions with much agitation, and at length 
fully recognizing his countenance, Ihe ran 
up to him and embraced him: Ihe proved to 
be his own mother. It was learnt on inquiry 
that his father was now dead : the parents 
had never been able to dilcover the lmalleft 
trace of their child, whom they had given up 
for loft ; nor docs it appear indeed that any 
means of difcovciy were afforded them. The 
woman who Hole him remains altogether 
unknown, and the impunity of the captain 
of the llave-lhip, even if he were known, is 
hut too obvious : nor is it not to be l'uppofed, 
that even if the kidnapper had been known 
by the child that was kidnapped, the re¬ 
demption of the child from llavery, and the 
confequent punifhment of the kidnapper, 
would, have been at all forwarded. Having 

once 
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once lecured her prey and committed it to 
the hold of a flav$-ffiip, no difcove^' fee ms 
after that time to have been poffiblc: {he had 
nothing further to fear, unlefs indeed fuch a 
number of extraordinary events fhould concur, 
as that of the child’s emancipating himfelf, in 
the firtt place, by running away at the peril 
of his life from his matter, that of his re¬ 
turning then to the very lpot in Africa from 
whence he had been taken, and laftly that of 
his finding out and femng and giving evi¬ 
dence againft and convicting, the perfon who- 
had fold him into flavery. In the prefent 
in (lance, though fo very remarkable a one, 
only a part of thefe circumftances are found. 
The Directors cannot forbear obferving that 
this incident affords an illuftration of the 
nature of the Slave Trade, which applies 
equally to the cale*of (laves kidnapped on the 
coatt and of thofe taken further inland. 

Having (hewn how Sierra Leone has had 
her towns laid watte, and her inhabitants 
occaiionally carried off through the various 
enormities of the Slave Trade, on the other 
hand it may be noticed, that her mountains 
have gained an occafional acceffion of in¬ 
habitants through the fame unnatural traflic ; 
an acceffion indeed, as the fubfequent account 
. will (hew, of a few forlorn and mifcrable 
beings, whom the Slave Trade has taught to 
take refuge in her heights, and to dread the 
very fight of their fellow-creatures. 
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a About five or fix years ago, a Danifii 
€t veficl lying at anchor in the mouth of 
€€ Sierra *Leone river, was cut off by the 
u (laves: the head-man of the neighbouring 
“ (hore on which they landed, happening to 
€i favour their efcape, they made their way 
“ to the mountains, and there they built 
u themfelves a town, at the fuppofed diftance 
“ of four or five miles from Freetown, in 
which they Hill refide. Their jealoufy of 
“ Grangers is however faid to be fuch, that 
<c they do not permit them to approach, and 
4C that they even watch the avenues of their 
u retreat.Such is the fubftance of the in¬ 
telligence on this fubjedf obtained from the 
fon of a confiderable chief, to whom the 
Company are indebted for feveral other pieces 
of information which have been quoted. 

The Directors learn frofn fome very recent 
accounts, that in confequcnce of the above in¬ 
timation, two fervants of the Company have 
made an expedition to the place of relidence 
of thefe people, which is termed the Deferter’s 
Town. They fucceeded in getting into the 
town without any particular moleftation, and 
they have authenticated the chief fadfs which 
have been Hated. They learnt alfo, that 
when this body of runaway (laves firft eftab- 
lifhed themfelves on the mountains, they 
were about one hundred in number, but that. 
they are now reduced to about eighty, partly 
by deaths and partly alfo by kidnapping. 
Another diftrefsful (lory refulting , out of 
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this event remains to be added. It appears 
that a complaint was preferred agajt>ifc the 
head man who favoured the efcape of thefe 
(laves, and the great mulatto trader already 
fpoken of is faid to have been the perfon be¬ 
fore whom the queftion was tried. It is com¬ 
monly fuppofed that the complainant took 
the precaution of felling his chance of for¬ 
feiture for a moderate fum to the judge, be¬ 
fore the trial came on: certain it is that the 
judgment given was, that the head-man with 
all his generation (that is, all the people living 
in his town) fliould be fold for Haves; and 
as many of thefe as could be caught were 
fold accordingly. The head-man indeed was 
fpared, after having been fomc time a prifoner, 
and lives at •prefent not far from Freetown. 

The Directors have now concluded that 
part of their information which applies to the 
pei^od antecedent to the formation of the 
colony. They will next proceed to the re¬ 
lation of a number of events of a more recent 
date ; and they will ihew firft, by a variety 
of fadts, what thofe fources have been from 
which the Slave Trade has been fupplied du¬ 
ring the laft two years, fo far as refpe&s the 
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. The various 
evils interwoven in the trade, the private 
mifery which it has caufed, the drunkennels 
it has introduced, and the feenes of blood 
to which it has occafionally given rife, will 

all 
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all appear in the further progrefs of this 
detail. < 

The firft quotation that will be given, af¬ 
fords an inftance of one of the lefs atrocious 
modes of reducing people to flavery in Africa r 
and recites a converfation with a Have-captain 
of the better fort. 

44 February 1793. A native of fome con- 
44 fequence applied to the governor for his 
44 affiftance in getting his daughter redeemed, 
44 who Jiad juft been feized by a perfon to 
44 whom the native owed fome money, and 
44 fold to a flave-lhip lying off Freetown. 
44 The governor in confeqnence went to the 
44 flave-eaptain, and made him an offer either 
44 of goods or money, as the price of her re- 
“ demption; but the Have-captain refufed 
44 to take either the one or the other, ob- 
44 ferving that flaves were now difficult to be 
44 got, and muft not ealily be parted with. 

He faid, that fince the girl feemed to f be 
44 a favourite, he ought, if he gave her up, 
44 to have by rights two Haves in return $ 
44 but that he would confent, however, as a 
44 compliment to the governor, to let her 
44 be taken back, in consideration of her being 
44 replaced by one prime Have. He added, 
44 that the father of the girl had been on 
* c board of his fliip the fame morning, in 
44 order to fee bis child, that he was prefent 
44 at the interview, and that he had been 
44 much affeded at the concern (hewn on 
44 both fides 5 but he remarked again that 

44 Haves 
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u flaves were fcarce. The governor, tender 
a all the circumftances of the cafe, conjd not 
“ interfere any fartfier. The fathei went off 
“ however in queft of a flave, which he* 
u feems not to haVe been able oafily to pro- 
“ cure ; for he did not return till a very.long 
“ time after, when the Ihip was gone.” 

The two following ftories furnilh two 
nearly fimilar inftances of the mode in which 
the chiefs decide in fuppofed cafes of adultery 
between their wives and the inferior natives : 
the former cafe, in which the proceeding is 
more mild, deferibes the conduct of an African 
chief; the latter, in which the juftice was 
tnore fummary, that of an European chief 
who has put on African manners. 

— u A native was brought to me by 
<l one of our fchool-mafters, who implored 
“ our protection, having juft efcaped from 
“ the hands of the chief of the neareft town 
“ to us, who, as he faid, had put him into 
“ confinement and threatened to fell him, 
“ on a charge of adulfery with one of his 
“ wives, unlefs he would pay down a certain 
u fum, which it was out of his power to 
“ command: the man curfed the fla-ve-faCtory 
“ as the caufe of all his mifery, and declared 
“ himfelf innocent of the charge/’ The 
principal point here to be noticed is, that 
the chief, or head-man, who threatened to 
fell the native, aCfced in this cafe by his own 
lingle authority, and, like feveral other chiefs 
who will be mentioned, feems not to have 

h been 
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been amenable to any fuperior on account of 
the judgment he might give in this or any 
fimilar caiife, between himfelf and the people 
• of the town belonging to him. 

The cafe between the native and the Euro¬ 
pean is as follows :—“ A native of Sierra 
“ Leone who has lived a great many years 
u as a grumetta, or free labourer, at a neigh- 
ic bouring European 1] ave-factory, has been 
u fold on the ground of his having com- 
c< mitred adultery with one of the European 
ct flave-factor’s wives. The European (lave- 
** fadfor fold him to a flave-fhip, avowing this 
tl to be his reafon, without even the form of 
“ a trial.” hive white men, and a variety of 
natives alfo, are mentioned as competent wit- 
neffes of this circumftance, to which fome 
further reference will be made hereafter. 

A ftriking fpecimen > of African juftice is 
afforded by the following lhort and apparently 
-well authenticated flory. 

-— “ On one of the rivers neareft to us, 

t( there fe a town, where a king or chief re- 
“ Tides, and where an European alfo lives 

who keeps a flave-fa£tory. The king 
“ having got drunk one day, talked of flog- 
“ ging the flave-fadlor: the people of the 
€( king were accordingly proceeding to do it, 
“ and would have a&ually fulfilled their in- 
4t tention, if the flave-fa&or had not efcaped 
€t to his.own houfe and barricaded it. When 
“ the king grew fober the llave-fador de- 
“ manded fatisfa&ion ; upon which the king, 



( ”5 ) 

i( in order to conciliate him after what had 
“ pafled, fold him two of his people.” 

The fubfequent* quotation furnjflfes fome 
flrong evidence of the very general drunken-* 
nefs which has been introduced among the 
chiefs and men of influence on the coaft: 
the natural alliance'fublifting between drunk- 
ennefs and the Slave-Trade, and their mutual 
influence on each other, will here alfo’ be 
again exhibited. 

-“ Six or feven of the native chiefs, 

“ from, all the neareft towns, came to renew 
4t their applications tor rimi: their perfeve- 
<e ranee is aftoniihing. By way of forcing 
(< us into a compliance with their requeft, 

“ one of them obferved, that if we would 
“ not give him liquor he fhould apply to 
* 4 the liave-fa£fcory,' and Ihould take his bro- 
“ thcr thither for a.pawn. However, even 
“ this had no effect; the Governor continued 
* firm, and at the lame time endeavoured to 
14 explain to them the motives of his refufal. 
u They then laid that* there was no palaver 
“ (that is, no caufe of quarrel) but they were . 
u evidently chagrined. Having however 
“ partaken of our dinner, they were brought. 

<c into tolerable humour, and I am in hopes 
** that thefe applications for rum will at 
** length ceafe.” 

The following accounts are given, as to 
the fubftance of them, precifely as they are , 
related to the Directors, in whole opinion 
they are too important to be withheld. 

H 2 I 
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* ■— * — 44 I muft mention fome proceedings 
4< of a.Britifh commander in this part, that 
44 feem'to me of a moll nefarious nature. 
44 A number of black mariners had been 
44 hired to aflift in navigating fome French 
44 fhips trading on this coaft : fix of the fliips 
44 have been captured, and the black failors 
44 found on board, amounting to nineteen in 
44 number, though they were free menj and 
44 receiving wages, have been all fold.for flaves, 
“ one t mulatto child only excepted. It is 
f< painful to witnefs fuch horrid acts of in- 
44 juft ice. Why are not the French feamen 
“ put up to audlion in the fame ignominious 
“ manner? Or why is this difference be- 
44 tween black men and white ? The cap- 
4 4 tured French failors were at war with us, 
“ and they are not fold; but the blacks are 
44 all lent to the flave-fa£tory and fold at 
44 public audtion, together with the good # s 
“ that formed the cargo*: one or two of 
4< them were .free men of this neighbourhood, 
44 and fome of them'were not only free, but 
44 they are the fons of chiefs; one of them 
“ fbn of th$ king of Sallum. It is true the 
** Britilh flave-factor who bought them, was 
44 fo good as to fay that he would forbear to 
44 fend them off the country, fo that their 
44 friends might redeem them whenfoever 
44 they thought fit to fend other Haves in 
4t their room. I am difpofed to believe his 
44 profeflions, but at the fame time it is 
41 dreadful to think of the contempt tliat is 

44 /here 
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€< here {hewn to juftice. I would not allow 
** myfelf at firft to believe what I heard on 
“ this fubjeft ; but* I faw them knocjitd down 
c< myfelf, at the price of about twenty pounds 
“ a piece. 

- <f Another French {hip has been made 

<e a prize (by a different captor), and three 
“ or four free natives found on board havd 
“ been fold to the neighbouring flave-fa<ftory. 
“ We remonftrated with the captain who 
€( took her, on the impropriety of felling free 
*' people. He admitted it, but faid*he muft 
“ receive fome money for their ranfom, or 
€c he could not think of parting with them. 
“ We upon this offered him money, but he 
Ce then faid No, he muft have flaves in their 
<c place, as he was in want of Haves* and 
u that they muft* be four feet four inches 
“ high.” 

Another inftance is mentioned of the fale 
of feveral free women, who were found on 
boat’d a French {hip that was captured, having 
having been left there, as pledges. The cap¬ 
tain of the Britifh privateer who took the {hip 
was formerly a flave-tradcr. 

The free Africans fold by the feveral cap- 
tors of the above mentioned French veffels, 
were moft of them eventually redeemed, being 
natives of the neighbouring coaft. The cap- 
tors however feem to have profited by their 
fale, and to have taken no part in promoting 
their redemption. 

The Directors by no means think that the 

Ji 3 difguft 
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difguft which will be raifed by the next ftory 
which they fhali recite, is a fuffickmt reafon 
for withholding it; eipccially as another of 
the fources by which the Slave Trade is fup- 
plied with its. victims, is exhibited at the end 
of it. 

, — “ A grumctta, or free labourer, be- 

“ longing to an European trader a little way 
to the north, was accufed of theft by his 
matter. The labourer, according to the 
** fuperttitious cuftom of the country, dc- 
“ manded to be tried by the red water ; that 
€s is, by drinking a fpecies of water fufpeclcd 
4t to be poifonous, the died: of which is fup- 
* c pofed to determine hio innocence or guilt, 
“ The Britifti flave-trader after fome time 
confented; the king of the country was 
fummoned, and made his appearance to- 
ic getlier with all his family and attendants. 
4t The common preliminaries being adjufted, 
** the ‘poor man drank one draught of the 
f< water, and then began to fweli; prcfently 
€< afterwards he fell down dead, his belly 
“ burtting. On this the king very folemnly 
“ pronounced fentence againft him, and then 
proceeded to condemn all his family to 
i( Ilavery. They were feized, and afterwards 
“ fold. During the trial two men with clubs 
“ ttood pn each fide of the accufed, in order 
“ to be ready to knock out his brains as foon 
f( as thofe fymptoms produced by # the red 
“ water, to which the natives attach guilt, 
ttiould a]5pear. The white flave-trader who 

ts was 
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“ was the mailer of this man, and agreed to 
this mode of trial, is .conlidered very much 
ft in the light of ai* African chief among the 
€t natives of this part.” Four diffident evi¬ 
dences of this are mentioned. 

Although the proprietors are* not yet pre¬ 
pared, by any thing that has been faid in this 
Report, to credit the degree of fuperllitious 
ignorance in which the natives of Africa are 
held (a fubjedt which will be treated here¬ 
after) ; yet the following anecdote, bearing in 
fome meafure on the Slave Trade, is,here in¬ 
troduced. 

- “ A man in a neighbouring town has 

“ beer fold a little time ago, on the charge 
of having changed himfelf, by the help 
ie of witchcraft, into a leopard, and of having 
** carried off, in that lhape, lbme fowls and 
<c goats from the town of the neareft chief 
“ to US.” • 

The fuccreeling Hory may ferve to Ihew 
the extreme horror which fome of the natives 
feel at the thought of being font into flavery. 

-“ A native employed by us as a free 

“ mariner,* went down on board our (hip 
u Providence, to the river Sherbro: happen- 
u ing to fee fome rice come oh board from 
<c the fa&ory on Ihore, while he could not 
“ difeover that any goods were given in ex- 
change, he was feized with a dreadful fit 
u of terror, having taken up an idea that 
there was an intention to fell him for a 
**. flave, in barter for the goods which were 

114 ** taken, 
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44 taken into the fhip. At the moment when 
44 the fa&or from the fhore was ftepping on 
“ board,^being full of this perfuafion, he drew 
44 a knife Sind endeavoured to ftab. him, but 
44 having miffed his aim he leaped overboard. 
44 After fome difficulty he was recovered 
44 out of the water, and was afked the reafon 
44 of his conduct, which he explained in the 
44 way that has been juft mentioned. He 
44 continued ftill to ffiew the greateft fear, 
44 and declared he would rather die than be 
44 fold a? a flave. As it was fufpe&ed that 
4 ‘ he might have a fecret defign againft his 
4< own life, his hands were bound, but in 
44 confequenee of his earned intreaty, and 
44 his promife to remain quiet, they were a 
44 little while after loofed. When midnight 
46 came on he contrived to get into a canoe 
44 alongfide the fhip, which he cut away, and 
then drifted down the ‘ftream,. till he got 
4< to a town at the river’s mouth ; here he 

4» * ~ 

44 was feized and put in irons by the natives, 
‘ 4f but on the captain’s application to a chief 
44 that is very friendly to us, he got his 
44 liberty again. The idea of flavery having 
44 got entire poffeffion of his brain, he foon 
44 afterwards threw himfelf into the water, 
44 and was given up for drowned. It proved 
44 that he once more got on fhore, and being 
4< again recovered by the Company, he was 
44 carried back in the lhip to. Freetown, 
44 Vhere he is now employed within the 
14 fettlemcnt. It is thought by-the phylicians 

44 that 
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a that the terror of being made a flave mud 
“ have overpowered him fo much, as to have 
ie occafioned in hiln fome deran<pfrnent of 
“ intellect, which may occafionally return in 
4( fome fmall degree. He feejs now very 
€t much attached to the Company, and happy 
“ in their fervice: his friends fay that he 
u never experienced the fmalleft diforder in 
“ his mind before this fright happened.” 

The following quotations throw fome ad¬ 
ditional light on the nature of the Slave 
Trade, and coming from an immediate wit- 
nefs of the fcenes which are defcribed, can¬ 
not fail to intereft the Proprietors. The 
dates of thefe feveral occurrences were va¬ 
rious. 

-“ I have been to day for fome time 

<c on board a largb flave-fhip in the river, 
u t which had taken in two hundred and fifty 
u flaves ; the men were chained together in 
u pairs by the hand and foot, the women 
u were kept apart. The young flaves ap- 
<c peared cheerful and lively, but the old 
“ ones fhewed themfelves to be much call 
4i down. At the approach of meal-time they 
“ are obliged to fet up a fhout, and they 
u are made to clap their hands for exercife, 
u immediately before they begin to eat. I 
w was prefent when this was done, and could 
w fee lhame and indignation in the coun- 
^ tenances of thofe w r ho were more ad- 
w vanced in years. One woman, who fpoke 

a little Englifh, begged of me to carry her 

“ back 
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“ hack to Sierra Leone: flie faid that fltc 
44 was a native of the oppoiite fhore of the 
44 river Freetown, that her hufband had 

V ? » 

**• fold her in order to pay his debts, and 
44 that fhe had left a child behind her: at 
44 the mention of the child fhe wept.” 

- u I was this morning again on 

44 board a flave-veflel; there was a woman 
“ on deck who had been newly fold, and 
44 fhe leeined to have been, fhedding tears. 
44 I afked her the reafon of her forrow; fhe 
44 pointed to her breads, from which the 
44 ‘milk was flowing, and intimated that flic 
44 had been torn from her infant, while it 
44 was yet unweaned. The captain alio in- 
44 formed me. that this was the cafe. She 
46 was from one of the neared towns to us : 
46 fhe faid that fhe had been fold on account 
44 of her being* faucy to„the queen or head- 
44 woman in it.” 

- - - <c In walking through the neigh- 

44 bouring flave-yard, I faw a man about 
44 thirty-five years old in irons: he was a 
44 Mahometan, and could read and write 
44 Arabic. He was occafionally noify; fome- 
M times he would fing a melancholy fong, 
* 4 then he would utter an earned prayer, 
44 and then perhaps for a time he would 
44 obferve a dead filence. I afked the reafon 
i4 of this ltrange conduct, and learned that 
44 it was in confequcnce of his ftrong feel- 
* 4 ings on his having been juft put, for the 
44 fir It time, in irons: *1 believe he had bc- 

“ gui* 
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** gun to wear them only the day before, 

M As wc paflcd he # cried aloud to us, and 

endeavoured to hold up his iroi^to our 
“ view, which he 11 ruck with his hand in a. 
“ very expreflive manner, the .tear ftarting 
tc in his eye. He Teemed by his manner to 
“ be* demanding the caufe of his confine- 
“ ment.” 

“ The captain of an American llave-fhip 
u has been telling us that he loft a .very fine 
“ Have a few days ago by the folks. The 
<c following were his words, as* nearly as I 

“ can recollect.-The man (he faidj was 

“ a Mahometan, and uncommonly well 
“ made, and he looked to me as if he had 
“ been fome perfon of confequence. When 
“ he firft came on # board he was very much 
t£ call down, but on finding that I allowed 
“ him to walk at large, he got a little more 
“ reconciled to the fhip. When the number 
“ of my Haves gfew to be fuch that I could 
<e not let them have their liberty any longer, 
“ I put this man in irons like the reft, and 
<£ upon this his fpirits funk down again to 
c< fuch a degree that he never recovered it. 
<c He complained of a pain at his heart, and 
<e would not eat. The iifual means were tried 
“ with him, but it feemed all in vain, for 
“ he continued to reject food altogether, ex- 
“ cept when I myfelf ftood by and made 
“ him eat. I.offered him fome of the beft 
u things in the fhip, and left no method un- 
‘‘ fried with him, for I had fet my heart on 

11 faving 



( 124 ) 

u faving him. I am perfuaded he would 
<c have brought me three ^hundred dollars in 
<c the \\ r eft Indies; but nothing would fuc- 
<c ceed. He faid from the lirft that he was 
<c determined to die, and accordingly fo he 
<c did after lingering for the fpace of nine 
“ days. I allure you, gentlemen, I felt*very 
“ forry on the occalion, for I dare fay I loll 
u three hundred dollars by his death, and 
“ to fuch a man as me that is a very heavy 
“ lofs ” 

The two following dialogues will exhibit, 
in a Hill ftrangcr point of view, the manner 
in which the enormities that have juft been 
charged on the Slave Trade are plainly ac¬ 
knowledged on the coaft, and fometimes even 
by the perpetrators thcmfelves. They will 
alfo tend to lhew in what manner thofe Eu¬ 
ropeans who arc becomp familiar with the 
iniquitous fcenes commonly going on in 
Africa, have been brought-to tolerate them 
in their minds, and to accommodate their 
feelings to them ; how completely they have 
loft light of every real principle of juftice, 
and have karat to fubftitute a morality of 
their own, to which they attach a certain 
degree of credit, which however evidently 
amounts to nothing higher than a difavowal 
of lome horrible enormities, and is in fa£l 
only a more deliberate and effe£tual fyftcm 
of injuttice, cruelty,' and oppreflion. 

<c The following is the fubftance of a con- 

venation which 1 have been holding with 
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an Englifh flave-fa&or, who has been living 
“ for fome years a little way to the fouth, 
u and has had full Opportunity of ajjfuainting 
M himfelf with all the practices oi the Slave 
u Trade. The flave-fa£tor having fpoken 
“ of the late mulatto trader (the fame perfon 
u of whofe ravages the Proprietors have 
<c heard fo much) in rather ftrong and fa- 
“ vourable terms, having mentioned him as 
u a very gentleman-like, well-educated, fen- 
4t fible, and refpeftable kind of man, I was 
“ induced to alk, in the progrefs of the con- 
<£ verfatlon, whether he had not been guilty 
<c of many excelf<?s all around his own neigh- 

“ bourhood.”-“ Exceffes ! No. He 

u would make war fometimes on the head- 
“ men that owed him money, and would 
“ feil fome of their people in order to pay 
<£ himfelf, if he cpuld catch them ; but this 
“ was only when he had fome juft debts that 
“ were unfatisfied: or he might perhaps 
<£ carry off the inhabitants of a town, when 
u the king or father of it gave him per- 
“ million, he having fxrft bought from the 
“ king an exprefs authority to take them. 
<c He was a good man on the whole, and a 
4i man of humanity ; for he by no means Ihed 
“ all the blood he might, nor did he always 
“ fell every one of thftfe he had a right to 
w fell. For inftance, there is the chief now 
tc living near Freetown, who was adjudged 
u to be his property as well as all his gene- 
cc ' ration ; but the chief himfelf has never 
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* c yet been fold, which is to be looked uport 
44 as a mere slQ of forbearance in the mulatto 
44 trader; I confider the sentence however to 

be ftift in force againft .him.’'- 44 Did 

44 not the mulatto trader Order an attack on 
u the neighbouring ifland, on which occafion 
44 the proprietor of it was killed in defending 
44 himfelf; and is it not confidered by the 
44 furviving friends of the proprietor that this 

44 attack was an a£fc of great injuflicc ?”- 

44 The proprietor well deferved to be at~ 
44 tacked, for there is reafon to think he was 
44 at that very time intending to attack the 

<£ mulatto trader.’*- 44 1 underhand that 

u this affair is by no means over, and that 
44 the fucceffors of this proprietor intend to 
44 retaliate on the fucceffors of the mulatto 
44 chief, when they have an opportunity.”— 
44 I believe they do, but jt ill becomes them 
44 to call in queftion the condudt of the 
44 mulatto chief, for they fhould confider how 
44 much worfe things their own father ufed 
44 to do. I will give „you a fpecimen of his 
44 proceedings. The old man has been known 
4< to fail up a river with fome large craft fol- 
44 lowing him, and to land at a confiderable 
44 town under a great fliew of friendlhip. 
44 Having called the head-men and all the 
44 people together, # he has made them a 
44 fpeech, remarking how very lhamefully 
44 they had been ufed by all former traders, 
44 and affuring them that he was come to do 
44 them good, and to 1 trade fairly with them as 

44 with 
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u •'with friends and brothers. He has next 
<c told them, that, as a proof of his friend- 
“ fliip, he has brtfught a puncheopt or two 
“ Of rum with him, , which he mas then 
u opened and invited them to fit round and 
<c drink. On the approach of*night, when 
he has got them thoroughly intoxicated, 
“ he has given, the fignal to his people in the 
<c craft, who have come up and fecured all 
* c the party in fetters and carried them down 
u to the river’s mouth, where he has fold 
“ every one of them that was worth pur- 
6C chafing, to fome flave-fhip that was all the 
“ while in waiting. Many other things of 
u this kind uied to be done by this old pro- 
tft prietor. But as to the mulatto trader, # he 
“ never did fuch things as thefe ; he would 
never ufe treathery, neither would he 
4t attack a town without having reafon for 
“ it; but the other man ufed to plunder 

“ without dillin&ion.”- €< Does the fuc- 

“ ceffor of the mulatto trader take the fame 
“ means of recovering debts as his prede- 

<l ceffbr did ?”-“ No, be is loo eafy?'—~ 

u Is it not an unpleafant thing to carry on a 
“ trade fo full of enormities as you deferibe 

“ the Slave Trade to be?” - e * It is no 

** doubt a bad trade, but it is very profitable. 
“ I hate it, and would get out of it to-mor- 
<c row if I knew of another line in which I 
u could get the fame money.” . 

The converfation that follows, though not 
altogether unlike the former in its (file, refers 

to 
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to fome different points, and is one of a 
much more fhamelefs kind. It occurred with 
a flave-< 5 $.ptain on the co&ft, of whom how¬ 
ever it ftiould be obferved that he certainly 
furpaffes moft of his brethren in effrontery 
and cruelty of difpofition. The effects pro¬ 
duced by the Slave Trade on the minds of 
Europeans, w r hich nothing can {hew more 
clearly than the recital of thefe dialogues, 
conftitute a confideration of fuch great imv 
portance in the opinion of the Directors, 
as to outweigh every objection to the quo¬ 
tation of them. 

——“ A flave-veflel, which has been 
4C waiting fome time in the neighbouring 
€S river for her loading of flaves, arrived 
€< here. The captain has been complaining 
** bitterly of his tedious' detention, and in 
‘ c the courfe of the convfrfation he went the 
“ length of obferving, that if he had been 
“ well manned he would not.have allowed 
“ the trader with whom he had been deal- 
“ ing, to detain him as he had done. For 
<c (faid he) there was a large town dire&ly 
** oppofite the place where my veffel lay, 
4t and if my hands on board had been fuf- 
** ficient I would have carried off fome of 
tc the people. I afked him, whether taking 
“ away the people, in that* manner, was a 
“ common thing: O not at all uncommon 
<c (replied he) we do thefe things every day 
“ on the Gold Coaft, we call it pattyaring . 
“ If a native in that part is not fo fpeedy as 

“ he 
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k< he fhould be in his payments, you man 
fc your boats towards the dufk of the even- 
* c ing, and bid yodr failors go upVto any 
€t town that is rather near, where they catch 
“ as many people as they can,, no matter 
<k whether it be your debtor’s town or not. 
** If your debt be large, it may be neceffary 
** to catch two towns; after this, your 
€t debtor will very loon complete his number 
€€ of Haves.”—" But what if he Ihould 
" not?”—- " Why then we carry our 

* f prisoners away, to be fure.”-" But is 

** this proper ?”-" Neceflity has no law; 

“ befides, panyaring is country law.” - ■ 

" Did you ever recover debts in this man- 
€t ner ?”■ — c< Aye, many a time, and I 
" hope to do fo again: I wilh we had the 
te fame law here that they have on the Gold 
" Coatt, or that the # old mulatto trader was 
ft alive ; he was a fine fellow to do bufinefs 
(t with, he would, never caufe any delay to 
l< any one. But as to the prefent man he is 
“ afraid to make a haul-of the people, as the 
“ man before him ufed to do: he wants a 
** proper fpirit.”-1 afked him afterwards 

how he contrived with his flender crew 

* 

" to keep a proper guard over his flaves.—- 
(t I take good care, faid he, that they never 
“ ftiall do me an injury, for I put them all 
c< in leg-irons. - And if leg-irons be not 
“ enough, why then I handcuff them. If 
“ handcuffs are too little, I put a collar 
€t round their neck, with a chain fattened 
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tc to it, which is locked to a ringbolt in the 
“ deck. If one chain be not fufficient, I 
** put c t?vo, and if two wont do, I put three: 
you may trull me for that.” 

<c Towards the end of our converfation, 
“ he very gravely aflured me that he had 
€( never known any a£ts of cruelty committed 
€€ in the Slave Trade.” ■ “ But are not 

" thefe things cruelties ?”- “ O no, thefe 

€< are not cruelties, they are matters of 
€ * courfe ; there is no carrying on the trade 
“ without fuch things as thefe.” 

That the Slave Trade has not unfrequently 
ilfued in the fudden deftruftion of thofe im¬ 
mediately engaged in it, and that no fe- 
verities can operate to the certain prevention 
of thefe dreadful evils, the following accounts 
of the cutting off of flave-ftiips, which have 
all been furnilhed from the neighbourhood 
of Sierra Leone, and are'moft of them very 
recent cafes, will fufficiently tellify. 

- <« I have juft heard that an Ameri- 

“ can brig, commanded by Captain-, 

te who I underftand was outlawed in Eng- 
“ land, has been cut off by the Haves, feven 
** or eight leagues to the northward of Cape 
“ Sierra Leone. A fingle Have having armed 
“ himfelf with an axe began the attack, 
“ rulhed into the' cabin, and laid open the 
*' captain’s face and breaft; he alfo wounded 
“ a paffenger who was on board very fe- 
“ verely ; as the feamen made no reliftance 

u they 
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* c they were permitted to go off in the boat, 
** carrying the wounded people away with 
** them. The captain died. The •flave-fhip 
<( was retaken by a Liverpool veffel, after 
“ an encounter in which fome of the flaves 
f( were killed.” 

The following account of a very defperate 
ftruggle on board a flave-fhip, forms part of a 
confidcrable detail of occurrences which do 
not altogether bear on the prefent fubje<£L It 
is but candid to obferve that the war.which 
will here be fpoken of, a war indeed of a 
moft extraordinary and perhaps unprecedented 
kind, appears in no refpedt to have arifen 
out of the Slave Trade. The dangers attend¬ 
ing this traffic are however ftrongly evinced 
by the ftory which will be given. 

■ . . “ I have got confiderable light 

ft into the hiftory of Mahady, the famous 
“ Mahometan prophet, who appeared in 
“ thefe parts with* an immenfe, concourfe of 
tc followers, about three years ago. When 
4t he was killed, fome of his generals con- 
“ tended together for the maftery, and one 
(t of them was made a prifoner of war by 
“ his antagonift, who immediately fold him 
a toa French llave-fhip that was lying off a 
“ factory not far from Sierra Leone. There 
“ he carried himfelf with a fullen dignity, 
<c and, even in chains, he would addrefs his 
“ fellow flaves in his accuftomed tone of 
“ authority and command, as if he were 
* c ftill a man whom no one would dare to 
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9 9 difobey. I heard this from a flave-tradet* 
“ who both beheld him' a prifoner on board 
99 the flstVe-fhip, and had alfo formerly feen 
tf him in the quality of a great chief or 
** general in Mahady’s train. The flave- 
99 trader recolledted the chief, and the captive 
** chief alfo recognized the (lave-trader. On 
99 the fame day, when the author of my in- 
“ telligence was on board, it happened that 
49 the chief was permitted to take a walk on 
99 deck without his ufual fetters. No fooner 
** had the captain of the fhip fet down to 
** dinner with his friends in the cabin, than 
“ an appointed fignal was given. The (laves 
rofe to a man, knocked off each other's 
9( fetters, and, headed by this chief, made an 
** attack on the barricade, with the view of 
t( forcing their way into the cabin ; they were 
99 unable however to efFedt their purpofe; the 
“'guns were pointed at them, fome were 
99 killed, many leaped into the fea, and the 
99 infurredtion was quelled. The captain was 
“ now proceeding to inquire who was the 
99 ringleader, when this chief came boldly 
99 forward and avowed that he had fet on 
99 foot and headed the infurredtion, adding 
99 that his with undoubtedly had been to 
“ give liberty to all the (laves on board, and 
99 that he regretted his defeat on their ac- 
99 count; but that as to himfelf he was well 
“ fatisfied with the iffue of the conteft, being 
99 now happy in the profpedt of immediately 
94 obtaining what he termed his own liberty : 

“ the 
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f< the captain did not delay to grant him the 
€t object of his wifh, and hung him up in- 
* ‘ ftantly to the yanl arm, as an example to 
€t the other infurgents.” • 

The Directors think it may not be im¬ 
proper to obferve, that they do *not wifh to 
be confidered as approving in the fmalleft 
degree the leading principles of this chief, 
who appears to have been actuated by a fpirit 
of pride and a difdain of life evidently un- 
chriftian. The dangers of the Slave Trade, 
and the impoflibiiity of effectually guarding 
againft infurredtion, not the motives of the 
infurgents, of which the purity is not to be 
expedted, are the points under confideration. 
The Directors will proceed to add another 
• circumftantial account of a no lefs fierce and 
very recent conflict, on board a flave-fhip. 

“ A veflel from the northward brought 
“ the account of the cutting off of a Bofton 
t( flave-fhip, by about forty flaves who were 
onboard. Being kept only in fingle chains 
f( they took an opportunity, while the captain 
“ and chief part of the crew were below, to 
“ overpower the fecond mate and a feaman 
(S on the deck, whom they cut in pieces 
** and threw overboard; they then began to 
,c attack the cabin, but being unable to force 
(t the door they brought the guns from the 
€t deck to bear upon it. The captain and 
the reft of his crew were now induced to 
“ furrender themfelves bn condition of hav* 
** ing their lives fpared, and the fhip given 
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ft to them as foon as they fhould have na- 
4€ vigated her into fome place, from whence 
€t the flaves might efcape** No fooner how- 
“ ever hid the captain and chief mate come 
€t on the deck than they were both put to 
€l death ; but the feamen were preferved for 
4f the fake of having their help in navigating 
€€ the veflfel, which they accordingly con- 
€t du&ed towards the mouth of a neighbour- 
ing river. Happening fuddenly to run 
€t aground, three of the feamen were fent 
st off in a boat to drop an anchor aftern, 
** which they had no fooner done than they 
pulled away from the fhip with all their 
** might, fucceeded in gaining the fhore, and 
€t prefently brought down with them a flave 
** trader, a refident in that part, who having 
“ put himfelf and as marry hands as he could 
** get on board an armed fchooner, attempted 
€t the recovery of the veflel: an obftinate 
“ engagement enfued, in /which the flave- 
t€ trader had three men killed and four 
** wounded. The flav.es having expended all 
“ their- ammunition formed a raft, by the 
* s help of which they efcaped to the fliore; 
te and it appeared on taking pofiefllon of the 
“ fhip that feveral on their fide had alio 
** fallen in the battle. Of the flaves who 
“ gained the land fome were immediately 
“ killed; the reft, being eighteen in lium- 
“ her, were at length intirely overpowered 
“ by the natives, who were brought down 
“ in crowds to the river fide by the noife of 
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<e the firing: thefe eighteen being taken 
** prifoners were again fold for flaves.” 

One or two othor recent inflances of the 
cutting off of flave-fhips in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Sierra Leone, are mentioned to the 
Court, but the particulars are not tranfmitted. 

The Directors will clofe this long enu¬ 
meration of thofe general enormities of the 
Slave Trade, which have been brought to 
light through the eftablifhment of the prefent 
colony, by giving a brief hiftory # of the 
origin, progrefs, and end of an European 
llave-trader, who lately died at one of the 
neighbouring iflands to Sierra Leone, after a 
long relidence on the coaft, and who appears 
to have attained to a degree of ferocity and 
liardnefs of heart proportionate in fome mea- 
fure to his fucceffes in this bloody traffic. 
As this man appeals to have neither friend 
nor connection left, the Directors will think 
themfelves under no obligation to ufe any 
concealment on the 1 ’ubjeCt. His name was 
Ormond ; he went out from England about 
thirty-five years ago, in the capacity of cabin- 
boy to a flave-lhip, and was retained as an 
affiftant in a flave-faCtory on the Sierra Leone 
river; in procefs of time he fet up a faCtory 
for himfelf, in a neighbouring part towards 
the north, and though unable to write or 
read, he grew neverthelefs to be fo expert 
and accomplifhed a flave-trader that he re¬ 
alized, as it is fuppofed, about thirty thoufand 
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pounds fterling. His cruelties were almolt 
beyond belief. Two perfons, who feem to 
have had good means of information, have 
given the following account of them. 44 One 
44 of thefe perfons, who had lived for fome 
44 time near* to him, faid, he knew it to be 
44 a fad: that it was his common pradice to 
44 kill all his unfaleable flaves, by tying a 
44 ftone to their necks, and drowning them 
44 in the river during the night.” Nor was 
his cruelty confined to blacks; 44 being of- 
44 fended by a white agent, or clerk, on one 
44 Chriftmas-day, while drinking freely with 
44 fome company, he ordered his Haves to 
44 tie up the European, and then gave him 
44 with his own hands four hundred lafhes. 
44 The white fador died a few days after.” 
The other perfon who ipoke of this Have- 
trader agreed as to his general charader for 
barbarity, and mentioned his having heard 
the following inftance of it from an eye wit- 
nefs, namely, “ that Ormond having caught 
44 a black wife of his in a criminal connedion 
44 with one of his flaves, he tied them to- 
44 gether to a tar-barrel, fet it on fire, and in 
44 this manner burnt them both to death.” 
It is obfervable alfo, that this favage by no 
means fell fhort of the natives of Africa in 
th* degree of heathenifh fuperftition to which 
he had attained; he had the fame firm trull 
wiui them in grigris, or charms, was fubjed 
to :|lly fuperftitious fears, and had the ui’ual 
faitft in witchcraft. Providence having thus 
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permitted this man to become a fignal in¬ 
stance of a no lefs abandoned than fuccefsful 
flave-trader, was pleafed to allow that he 
fhould experience before he terminated his 
days the following viciflitude. A few years ago, 
having loft his health, he wenf to the Ifles 
de Los (which lie to the northward of Sierra 
Leone) for the fake of fea air and medical 
help, having confided all his affairs to a mu¬ 
latto youth, who was his fon. Happening to 
have recently quarrelled with the Bagos, who 
are the natives that furround his place of 
refidence, and to have deftroyed one of their 
towns, they took this opportunity to retaliate, 
and came down in a body to attack and plun¬ 
der his factory. The Haves of Ormond being 
not much attached to their mafter, favoured 
the Bagos, and the place being taken they 
fhared in the general pillage ; the buildings 
were all burnt; th*e goods in them, which 
are laid to have, amounted to the value of 
twelve or fifteen hundred flaves (or near 
thirty thoufand pounds^ were either deftroyed 
or carried away; young Ormond and all who 
adhered to him were put to death; old 
Ormond lived to hear the news, but he died 
in about a month after. 

The Directors have-thought it proper to 
give the chara<fter of this man, principally 
with a view of exhibiting an inftance of the 
great influence of the Slave Trade, in de- 
ftroying the feelings, and depraving the hu- 
inan heart, The fame flory -may ferve alfo 
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to Ihew, what crimes have been perpetrated 
with impunity by Britifh fubjedts in Africa; 
and of what inftruments Great Britain has 
made ufe, in carrying on this deteftable com¬ 
merce. 

The Directors however would by no 
means be underftood to impute to the general 
body of flave-traders on the coaft, atrocities 
equal to thofe which have been mentioned; 
at the fame time they think it right to ob- 
fierve, that other inftances might if neceflary 
have been added, which would have ex¬ 
hibited very nearly the fame degree of guilt 
and cruelty. 

In proceeding next to fpeak of the direct 
hindrances by which the Slave Trade will be 
fliewn to have obftrudted the Company’s 
views of Civilization, the Directors will dwell 
firft and chiefly, on two or three particular 
fadts, adding indeed in the fequel, fome obfer- 
vations on the general contrariety which mull 
necefiarily exift between the principles of the 
Sierra Leone Company and thofe of the Slave 
Trade, even though no fuch fpecilic hin¬ 
drances as thofe which will be ftated, fhould 
occur again. 

The firft inftance that {hall be named of a 
diredt hindrance given by the Slave Trade to 
the Civilization, or rather indeed to the firft 
colonization of Africa, will be one of a very 
interefting, and perhaps the Proprietors may 
think, of a rather ominous and difeouraging 
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kind. The Directors allude to the overthrow 
or difperfion of the firft colony of free blacks 
from hence, which # as the following account 
will fhew, may obvioufly be traced to the 
Slave Trade. 

The Proprietors may recollect, that this 
fettlement, on which the firft fubfcribers to 
the prefent Sierra Leone Company founded 
a confiderable part of their hopes, was men¬ 
tioned, in the opening of this Report, to have 
been broken up not very long after its eftah- 
lifhment, in confequence of a difpute with 
the natives, in which the fettlers (apparently 
however not through their own fault) un¬ 
happily became involved. The circumftances 
were as follows. A native chief living within 
half a mile of Freetown, which is the fame 
l'pot on which the free blacks from London 
originally placed themfelves, had loft, as he 
affirms, two individuals of his town, by the 
depredations of an American flave-captain, 
and had been fome time waiting for an op¬ 
portunity of retaliating on any veflel from 
the fame country, that might come within 
his reach: the opportunity after a-while 
occurred ; a boat which was found to belong 
to an American fhip, happening to pafs up 
the river, was attacked and plundered by 
him and his people; the crew that were in 
her confifting of three or four men, were 
put to death, one only excepted, who efcaped, 
and conveyed the news to the neighbouring 
flave-fa&ory, the place to which the boat had 
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been going. The principal agent of the fac¬ 
tory, after fome confultation with the officers 
of a man of war then lying in the river, 
determined on becoming the avenger of the 
outrage. Some ineffedtual attempts were firfl: 
made to induce the Chief to come on board 
the frigate, but after an interval of two or 
three days, the flave-fa&or himfelf, together 
with a lieutenant from the King’s fhip, and 
a body of Britifh failors and marines, fet out 
cn an expedition to the town of the chief, 
having-alio added to their party two of the 
free blacks from the new fettlemcnt as their 
guides, who by living in the immediate 
neighbourhood, were of courfe acquainted 
with the road, and who were prelfed, as 
they fay, molt unwillingly into this fervice. 
On the approach of this armed body of men, 
the Chief and his people fled ; the town was 
plundered and fet on fire ; the flave-fa&or 
however, and the party with him from the 
King’s fliip, returning in the dufk of the 
evening, were fuddenly attacked by a dif- 
charge of mufquetry from among the bufhes, 
and an engagement enfued, in which fome 
natives are laid to have fallen on the one 
tide, and the firfl lieutenant of the man of 
war and a ferjeant of marines were killed on 
the other, a few alfo being flightly wounded. 
One eonfequence of the l'iaughter that hap¬ 
pened among the natives on this occafion, 
was, that the Chief ufed afterwards frequently 
to vow, that he muft now retaliate again for 
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the further lofs of people that he had fuf- 
tained ; happily, however, the flave-faCtor, 
againft whofe perfon his rage was principally 
directed, foon afterwards quitted the coaft. 

This fcene of outrage produced, as it hap¬ 
pened, no great mifchief or inconvenience to 
the flave-faCtory, which is ntuated at fome 
diftance on an ifland in the river, and is alfo 
well fortified; but its confcquences were fatal 
to the neighbouring and unprotected fettle- 
ment of free blacks. A palaver or council 
was called of all the furrounding Chiefs, who 
following the African cuftom of directing 
their vengeance for every mifchief done to 
them, againft any perfons guilty or not 
guilty, whom they Have within their power, 
and whom they imagine in the fmalleft de¬ 
gree connected with the authors of the in¬ 
jury ; and having heard that in this cafe two 
individuals from the neighbouring colony 
were among the* hoftile party, determined 
that the whole town of the free fettlers fhould 
be burned. The fentence was executed within 
three days, and the fettlers were difperfed. 
It is but doing juftice to the fiave-faCtory to 
obferve, that it afforded a temporary pro¬ 
tection and fupport to fevcral of the fettlers, 
during the firft prefiure of their diftrefs. 

The ftory that has now been recited de¬ 
fences notice, not only as affording an ex¬ 
planation of the immediate caufe of the dif- 
perfion of the firft colony which went from 
hence to Sierra Leone, but as a fpecimen alfo 
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of one of the kinds of danger to which every* 
body of new fettlers in A£?ica muft neceflarily 
be more or lefs expofed, fo long as the Slave 
Trade is carrying on all around them. The 
events which happened in. this cafe were 
none of them grange or extraordinary. An 
outrage is committed or fuppofed to be com¬ 
mitted by a have-captain, in the procuring of 
flaves ; a blind and bloody adt of vengeance 
on the part of the natives follows ; the neigh¬ 
bouring flave-fadtory interferes, and the little 
adjoining fettlement is involved in the con- 
fequcnces of the quarrel. All thefe are ac¬ 
cidents which belong to the very nature of 
the Slave Trade ; they grow out of its or¬ 
dinary enormities, they fuit with its ferocious 
fpirit, and accord with its principles of in- 
juftice : for the indiferiminate feizure of each 
others perfons, is the very lefTon which is 
daily taught the Africans by the European 
fadlors, who blame no violence, revenge no 
injury, and difeourage no atrocity that tends 
to the exteulion of their own traffic; and 
who, fo far as the Dircdlors are informed, 
arfe not accuftomed to decline buying any 
man for a Have, on the ground of his having 
been unjuftly brought into captivity. Indeed 
more than one inftance might ealily be pointed 
out, as the Directors conceive, in which the 
fame have-fa61 ory "which became the admini- 
ftrator of jullice upon this occaiion, has pur- 
chafed Africans, knowing them at the time 
of purchafe to be free men, knowing alfo that 
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the individual who offered them for fale, had 
himfelf feized them unjuftly, and had no 
fliadow of right to fell them. I*tor do the 
Directors mention this by way of calling 
particular reflections on any individual flave- 
faCtory; for they believe that the other flave- 
fa&ories in Africa follow the fame cuftom, 
each thinking it perhaps a fufficient juftifi- 
cation to plead, that if it fhould be fo Angular 
as to decline making thefe purchafes, other 
{lav e-faCtories would feel no fuch fcruples ; 
or even if they did, that the captains* of the 
ihips themfelves, without the intervention of 
a faCtory, would purchale and carry off the 
people who might have been rejected. And 
indeed it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the 
llave-faCtors on the coaft cannot be altogether 
infenfible of the very important diminution 
which might eventually be made in their 
trade, if the principle of inquiring into the 
mode of procurmg the Haves fold to them, 
and of refufmg tliofe who might appear to 
have a juft title to tftfcir freedom, fhould be 
once in any degree admitted. But whatever 
be the ground, on which the encouragement 
evidently given to the commiflion of outrages 
on the perfons of the natives, may be juftified 
in the imagination of the flave-dealers, it is 
furely not to be wondered at, if either they 
themfelves, or white men vifiting the coaft, 
or any neighbouring fettlement fuppofed to 
be connected with Europe, lhould occafionally 
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feel the effg&s of the diffufion of thefe priri* 
ciples of injuftide. 

The Court having heard the circumftances 
which caufed the difperfion of the firfl colony, 
will not be fyrprifed if the Dire&ors, anxious 
to provide againft a return of the fame dan¬ 
ger, fhould have felt that eager defire which 
has been ftated in an early part of this Report, 
to enlarge the number of colon ills, and fhould 
have urged on the Proprietors, as they did, 
the importance of forming at once a flrong 
and refpedable eftablifhment. 

Another evidence of the danger arifing 
from the Slave Trade to the perfonal fecurity 
of any neighbouring colonifts, is afforded by 
the following ftory : 

Some time before the eftablifhment of the 
prefent Company, a Brit^fh Have-trader who 
lived then in Sierra Leone river, but is lately 
removed, feized five free blacks (part of the 
colony from England which has been lately 
fpoken of) juftifying^ this violence on the 
ground of his having been wronged by one 
individual of their body, fomewhere at a dis¬ 
tance on the coaft, where he was employed 
in navigating a veffel belonging to this flave- 
fa£tor. The country law warranted, as the 
fa&or faid, this mode of redreffing the griev¬ 
ance, and he feems therefore to have taken 
the firft five fettlers he could meet with. He 
was induced, however, after fome time, to 
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releafe three of them gratuitoufly, the two 
remaining prifoners being thought on con- 
fideration to afford* that recompense for his 
lofs, which was fit and proper on the com¬ 
mon principles of African juftice. Thefe 
two men, who were admitted to have no 
connexion with the defaulter, nor any means 
of catching him, he having run away from 
the ihip when at the diftance of fome hun¬ 
dred miles from the fettlement,* and whofe 
only crime was that they had formerly lived 
in the fame town with him, were kept by 
this Britifh flave-trader fome time in chains, 
and then fold and put by him on board a 
flave-fliip that was on the point of failing; 
when a Mahometan chief, who happened to 
come from the interior country, took com¬ 
panion on their cafe, and, having advanced 
out of his own pocket about fifty pounds fter- 
ling for their redemption, releafed them and 
fent them home. * The fame chief lately fell 
into fome diftreffes himfelf, and being in debt 
to one of the factories, 'was deprived of a fa¬ 
vourite free boy, whom he had fent with a 
meffage to the fadtor, the boy being feized 
for the fatisfadtion of the debt. The chief, 
half diftradfced at the lofs, came down to 
Sierra Leone, and endeavoured in vain to 
trace the child from fadtory to fadtory: at 
length he called at Freetown, mentioned his 
prefcnt poverty, and the afflidtion which had 
brought him down to the coaft, and modejflly 
afked to have the fifty pounds reftored to him 
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which he had formerly paid for the redemp¬ 
tion of fome of the freemen of Granville 
Town, and had never churned before. The 
Dire&ors have mentioned all thefe circum- 
liances together and in this place, though 
part of them might have been claffed with 
the incidents enumerated fome time fince, 
becaufe they wifh to remark that the Gover¬ 
nor and Council were led very carefully to 
inveftigate the whole of this interefting cafe; 
and they found from different concurring cir- 
cumftances, that the main fa&s were precifely 
as has been ftated. The fifty pounds were 
paid back to the chief by the Company, in 
confequence of this inveftigation. 

The Directors have reafon to think that 
feveral others of this firft unprotected body 
of fettlers have been fold from time to time, 
and actually carried off the coaft. One is 
believed to have been kidnapped by a neigh¬ 
bouring black ilave-trader,; and an inftancc 
has occurred of another having turned kid¬ 
napper himfelf; the . natives whom he had 
feized and fold were however recovered, 
through the intervention of the Company, 
and the kidnapper was corporally puniihed. 
Some are alfo faid to have been fold for 
crimes charged againft them. All thefe in¬ 
cidents however, the detection and punith- 
ment of the individual who turned kidnapper 
alone excepted, happened antecedently to the 
formation of the prefent colony. 

The Proprietors, after all the evidence that 
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lias been giveri, will not be furprifed if the 
infecurity of travellers, and the prevention, 
of a free communication with the, interior 
country, fhould be fpoken of as another hin¬ 
drance to the views of the Company. The 
mention of this point, indeed, opens a wide 
field for reflection. It has appeared from 
many recent inveftigations, that the natives 
of Africa who live towards the coaft, are far 
more barbarous than thofe of the interior 
'country; and that while the population to¬ 
wards the fea is extremely thin, and the little 
intercourfe that fubfifts in this part dangerous, 
there are to be found, on advancing further 
inland, many towns of confiderable magni¬ 
tude ; fome of which, lying in the very heart 
of Africa, are fuppofed to carry on much in¬ 
ternal trade, arid even to have made no fmall 
progrefs in Civilization. Whether, therefore, 
the immediate interefts of the Company, or 
the general benefit both of Africa and Europe, 
be contemplated, the opening of fome con¬ 
nexion with the interior of this raft conti¬ 
nent, naturally prefents itfelf to the mind as 
a moft delirable objed. But here again the 
Slave Trade exerts its baneful influence. 
Th^ general infecurity of perfons which re- 
fults from it; that diffolution of all govern¬ 
ment which it has caufed on many parts of 
the coaft ; that drunkennefs which it has in¬ 
troduced among the native kings and chiefs ; 
but, above all, perhaps, the dread of fecret 
in acbinations from the flave-traders them- 
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felves, who by means of a chain of factories 
have a confidefable influence in the interior, 
and may be confidered alfo as holding the 
key of Africa in their hands, by poffeffing 
almoft tlie 'entire empire of the coaft—all 
thefe circumftances form, unqueftionably, a 
very formidable hindrance in the way of 
every liberal and benevolent attempt to ex¬ 
tend difcoveries in Africa, with the view of 
ultimately fetting on foot fome peaceful and 
mutuajly advantageous intercourfe with the 
natives of the interior parts. 

The Proprietors are already informed that 
an attempt to penetrate into the country 
furrounding Sierra Leone, was made by the 
Company’s mineralogift, in the very infancy, 
of the colony. He was 3 perfon who to fome 
impatience of fpirit, joined a very ardent mind, 
a love of general knowledge, and great per- 
forial refpe&ability, as well as experience in 
his profeflion. He went* from England for 
the purpofe of extending his difcoveries, hav¬ 
ing voluntarily offered his fervices to the 
Company, taking no falary, but limply ftipu- 
lating, that if any profits fhould arife from 
his profeffional refcarches, he ftiould have the 
lhare which mineralogifts are commonlyi al¬ 
lowed, and that the expenfes of his paffage 
and living at Sierra Leone ftiould be borne 
by the Company. . This fir ft of the adven¬ 
turers from Sierra Leone on a journey of 
difcovery, was attacked and plundered of all 
his goods, as was before Hated, by a native 

chief, 
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chief, and was obliged to return in fo de¬ 
plorable a condition, that he appears to have 
died of the vexations and hardlhips he en¬ 
countered. It would not have been hnreafon- 
able to fufpeCt that the Slave Trade might 
have imparted fome of its ferocity to this 
chief, even if no evidence of a pofitive con¬ 
nection between him and the flave-traders 
had been furniflied. It has however hap¬ 
pened, that a fubfequent attack on another 
. fervant of the Company has been made by 
the fame chief, at the. inftigation, as the 
Directors are informed, of a French flave- 
trader; who reprefented to him and his peo¬ 
ple, that a fliip of the Sierra Leone Company 
trading in this river, had been equipped for 
' the purpofe of making war on all the French 
flave-faCtors living in his territories. On the 
arrival of the Company’s veflel, the natives 
were alarmed; but the peaceable demeanor 
of the captain, who merely went up to buy 
fome rice in the principal town, foon allayed 
their fears. The chief however meeting with 
the captain while he was thus employed, and 
being very drunk at the time, was induced to 
make an aflault upon him. The people ag¬ 
gravated the infult, tore the clothes from the 
captain’s back, dragged him to another town 
about two miles off, and there kept him pri- 
foner. When the chief grew fober, he began 
to refleCt on what he had done, ordered the 
prifoner to be fet free, and made him fome 

& 3 ptefents 
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prefcnts by way of compenfation for the 
infult. 

r 

The Directors will not add, in this place, 
any more „obfervations on the hindrances 
which the Slave Trade has given to the Com¬ 
pany, as the fame general fubjeCt: will necef- 
farily recur again, in fpeaking of the Heps 
that have been taken to promote Civilization. 
Yet before they difmifs the topic of the Slave 
Trade, they propofe in confequence of its 
very great importance, briefly to recapitulate 
fome of the leading circumftances which have 
been dated. 

It appears then, that the chief fources of 
the Slave Trade are debts, wars, crimes, and 
kidnapping. When debts are dated to be 
one of the fources of flavery, there may feem 
nothing on the firft view very dreadful in the 
idea; but let the faCts which have been men¬ 
tioned on this fubjedfc be put together, and 
they will be found to exhibit fuch a fyftem of 
wickednefs, and fuch a feene of accumulated 
mifery, as would by no means have prefented 
itfelf to the mind, on a flight inveftigation. 

In the jirfl: place it may be obferved, from 
the concurrent teftimonies which have been 
given, that if an African contracts a debt, it 
is not the debtor himfelf that is commonly 
fold for the discharge of it; an innocent per- 
fon almoft always pays the penalty: a wife, 
or a child, or fome other near connection of 
the debtor, or perhaps fome native relident in 

his 



( *5 l ) 

his town, or fome ftrangcr who had fought, 
prote&ion there, is the perfon that is carried 
off by the flave-tratter. (a) On one occafion, 
as it has been fhewn, a child is torn away 
from its father by a debtor, and the flave- 
captain fails away with it before the parent 
can bring the prime Have demanded as a fub- 
ftitute. (£) In-another inftance, a wife is fold 
by her hufband on account of a debt, and is 
feen weeping in the flave-fhip, having alfo 
left a young child behind her. (r) In a third 
cafe, a favourite free-boy having come down 
to the coaft with a meflage, is feized for the 
debt of his principal; and he alfo is fent from 
Africa, before any opportunity is afforded for 
his redemption. (d) In a fourth, two of 
the fettlers from England are fold, (three 
more having been alfo captured) on account 
of the debt of a townfman who runs away 
from his captain, on another part of the 
coaft. When the cuftom of felling men in 
fatisfadlion for debt is contemplated in other 
views, it becomes ftill more dreadful. The 
native chiefs appear to be encouraged to con- 
traift debts by the flave-traders themfelves^ 
for the fake of that right of feizure which 
is known to follow. The very large credits, 
given in Africa, which cannot be. fuppofed 
to ftand on the ordinary principles of com¬ 
merce, but feem peculiar to a trade in flaves t 

(*) Seepage 112. (*) p. 122. (c) p. 14s* p. 
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form perhaps one of the grand fupports of 
this traffic ; for fome fadts which have ap¬ 
peared at Sierra Leone, ( unequivocally fhew 
that liberality of credit is made the means of 
legalizing all manner of enormities ; it ferves 
the purpofe either of fubjedting a country to 
a flave-fadtor, or of fecuring quick difpatch 
to a flave-fhip. By thefe credits the Mulatto 
trader acquired his power over all the neigh¬ 
bouring chiefs, and enabled himfelf to depopu¬ 
late the whole country around him, without 
violating the cuftoms of Africa, or forfeiting 
his charadter as a (e) 'good man and a man of 
humanity It is obvious alfo, that flave-captains 
coming to trade on the coaft, may make a no 
lefs extcnfive ufe of the fame fyftem of credit. 
By unloading a part of their goods, and dif- 
tributing them among thp African headmen, 
they eftablifh a* claim to feize both them and 
the inferior people : and *(f) * if therefore the 
crew of the Jlave-Jhip be Jlrong enough ,* they 
need never wait long for ‘ their cargo, for 
they have only to refort, as one flave-captain 
did not fcruplc to fay that he ufed to do, 
‘ to the country law of (g) panyaring .* (h) 
In the Mandingo country it has been fliewn, 
that debts are the fource of kidnapping: for 
<c the headmen getting into debt to Euro- 
“ peans, are then put into confinement, in 
<c confequence of which their people are 
a obliged to kidnap, in order to effedt their 

(*) page 125. (/) p. 149 . (£) Ibid, {b) p. 105. 
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redemption.*’ It may not be improper to 
remark, that there is no proceeding by which 
the Sierra Leone* Company appear to have 
given fo much offence to the native chiefs, as 
by refufing to indulge them with the ufual 
African credit. 

Wars are another fource of the Slave Trade, 
and might alfo feem, on a fuperficial con- 
fideration of the fubjeCt, to rank amongft its 
leaft objectionable fources. But when a view 
of faCts is taken, they are feen evidently and 
neceffarily to involve the moft horrible enor¬ 
mities. The natives of Africa, fearing to live 
detached from each other, congregate in 
towns under the protection of fome head¬ 
man, whom they commonly term their fa¬ 
ther : (i) he, being corrupted by liquor, is 
indulged with a very liberal loan of goods, 
and thus becomes involved in debt to the 
flave-faCtor : on the ground of this debt, war 
is made by the, faCtor on the people; fome 
are killed, and many more taken, and fold 
into flavery, and thois the debt of the chief 
is difcharged. This is precifely the defcrip- 
tion of that multitude of little wars which 
were carried on by the great Mulatto flave- 
trader againft all the inferior chiefs around 
him. From thefe wars others fpring, and a 
long fucceffion of hoftilities is thus entailed 
on the chiefs and on the people, (£) A chief 

(/) See page top, (i) p, ioi. 
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efcapes from the Mulatto trader, with the refi- 
due of the people of his town, to a neigh¬ 
bouring ifland: thence, for a confiderable 
period, he tarries on a vindictive and at the 
fame a predatory war, with his adverfaries 
on the main land, taking occaiionally forty 
prifoners at once from the mulatto trader, 
who would not be flow to retaliate in his 
turn ; and further victims are thus furnifhed 
on each fide to the Slave Trade. Some of 
tliefc petty wars feem eminently productive 
to the traders ; “ (/) the chief of Quiaport 
“ attacks the chief of Bourah, and fends to 
48 the ilave-faCtory many prifoners. The 
4t chief of Bourah gathers all his ftrength* 
“ and is put under the neceflity of feizing 
4t double the number from liis antagonift; 
44 for he is not allowed to redeem his own 
“ people, except by paying two for one” 
Nor are thefe fmaller wars among the inferior 
chiefs the only wars productive of flavery. 
There is not one great nation in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Sierra Leone which has not been 
reprefented, by credible witnefles, as being 
induced to go to war by the Slave Trade. 
{in) The female mulatto acknowledges, that 
when there is no demand for flaves, then 
there arc no wars in the Mandingo country. 
44 (//) The Foulahs, fays another evidence, 
are perfectly well known to go to war for 

[l) See page 103. [m) p. 104. (») p. 103. 
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“ the foie purpofe of procuring flaves.* 1 
“ The people diredly inland, adds another 
44 chief, go to war for flaves; our country 
“ being however now very milch depopu- 
“ lated, and the paflage of the flaves from 
44 the remote parts being hindered by the 
44 wars, the flave-fadories have lately en- 
44 deavoured to make up our quarrels, and 
44 the adjacent country to Sierra Leone, 
44 begins now to be at peace.” 

Crimes real or imputed form another prin¬ 
cipal ground on which perfons are condemned 
to flavery : adultery is one of the higheft : a 
native ( 0 ) chief in one cafe, and an Euro¬ 
pean (p) chief in another, fells an inferior 
African on a charge of this fort; but in each 
inftance the chief ads on no other authority 
than his own will, and evidently gets the 
emolument ariiing from the condemnation to 
himfelf. And here alfo let the drunkennefs 
and depravity# of the African (q) chiefs, 
who are thus judges in their own caufe, be 
confidered; let the polygamy prevailing in 
Africa be taken into the account; nor let the 
obfervation of a native trader be forgotten, 
4 ‘ (r) that it is common for chiefs when they 
44 want goods, to give a hint to one of their 
44 wives, to encourage adultery in the lower 
44 natives.” The other charges of crimi¬ 
nality, which have been mentioned as fources 
of flavery, have been many of them fo flight. 


(#) P 114. (/) Ibid. (f) p. 115. f r) p. 107. 
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and accompanied with fuch indications of 
partiality and injuft ice on the part of the 
judges, that the decilions aggravate the general 
horror excited by the comtemplation of this 
traffick. A whole town is doomed to flavcry, 
the chief alone* (j) excepted, for the crime of 
letting fome runaway flaves pal’s through their 
diftrict to the mountains. A woman from the 
next town is torn from her child (/) and fold, 
the milk ftill flowing from her breaft, merely 
as it feems for tiling impertinent language. 
( u) Two, men are fold by a chief after a fit of 
intoxication, in order to make compenfation 
to a flave-trader whom lie had infulted in his 
drunkennefs. (x) One man is fold on a charge 
of having changed hixnlelf into a leopard. 
( y) The whole family of another poor wretch 
who had been put to death by red water, on a 
fufpicion of theft, is fold on account of his fup- 
pefed offence. ( z) The remarkable circum- 

fiance of the mulatto flave-trafier’s fetting up a 
- Have to be a judge over his diftruft, the grow¬ 
ing power of this judgg, the court paid to 
him by the Have-traders, and the diead of 
coming near him, inftanced in the condudt of 
one of the natives, are all'o to be remembered. 

The remaining fource of flavery is kidnap¬ 
ping, of which numerous inftances were given. 
(#) One of the Nova Scotians declares himfelf 
to have been formerly kidnapped from Sierra 

CO Scepageno. (0 p. 12 2. (a) p. 115. (*) p. 119. 
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Leone, by a woman^ and foon after his land¬ 
ing he is recognized by his parents. (b) Rela¬ 
tions of the King •of Sierra Leone are carried 
off, at three different times, by ^kidnappers. 
(c) The Comp|py’s agent falls in with a party 
of natives, who are feen in the very adfc of kid¬ 
napping. (d) A free fettler from England is 
kidnapped by a neighbouring flave - trader. 
( e ) Another free fettler turns kidnapper him- 
fclf, but is detected by the Governor and 
Council, and receives the punifhment which 
he deferves. No lefs than three cafes occur 
in which Britifh commanders are infe&ed 
with the common contagion, and come under 
the denomination of kidnappers, fince they fell 
without fcruple the free mariners found on 
board the French (hips which they had cap¬ 
tured. (f ) In ohe of thefe inftances nineteen 
freemen are fold,, many of them the fons of 
chiefs. (^) In a fecond, three or four others, 
in fpite of the ftrongeft remonftrances of the 
Sierra Leone government, (b) In a third, 
four women, who had been left on board a 
captured fhip as pawns, (i) The numbers in 
the Deferter’s town are confiderably reduced, 
partly by kidnapping. In all the neighbour¬ 
ing countries alfo, kidnapping is declared by 
many witneffes to abound. ( k ) Free-booters, 
fays one, infeft the parts lying between the 

(b) See page 97. (t) p. 98. (J) p. 146. (*) Ibid, 

(/) p. 116. (£) p. 117. (h ) Ibid. (/) p. in. 

(*) p. 103. * 


coaft 



{* 15 ^ ) 

coaft and the Foulah country; fo that the 
man who brings down flaves to the fea fide is 
often kidnapped himfelf on ‘his return home, 
and fold to the fame factory, to whom he had 
been felling others. In the (/) Sufee country, 
fays another, kidnapping is frequent. In the 
Mandingo country mothers dare not truft 
their children out of their fight after fun fet, 
for fear of the kidnappers. The reafon of 
its general prevalence is obvious ; (/«) debts, 
as was before obferved, produce kidnapping: 
the impunity of the crime, through the facility 
of difpofing of the victims, produces kidnap¬ 
ping. Wars alfo produce kidnapping: u (//) I 
u myfelf, fays one chief, ufed during a five 
u years war to waylay and kidnap patfengers: 
€t but this I own was a bad thing, juftificd 
li only by the neceflity I wag under of having 
€t fome thing to give to the flave factories, for 
w the purchafe of more ammunition.” To all 
thefe inftances are to be added the more than 
■ordinary ravages afcribed to the Proprietor of 
a neighbouring ifland, (0) who made it his prac¬ 
tice to fweep away the inhabitants of whole 
towns by treachery, when he had made them 
intoxicated, and of whom even the flave-faftor 
complained that he ufed to ravage without 
diftin&ion. 

Thefe are the four fources from which the 
flaves furnifhed from the neighbourhood of 
Sierra Leone appear to have been fupplied; 


(/) See page 104. (») p. if*. (0) p, 106. (0) p. 127. 
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nor do the Directors conceive that any con¬ 
siderable number can have been obtained 
from thefe parts %by any lefs exceptionable 
means. Indeed it is reafonable to prefuine 
that a multitude of atrocious adts have hap¬ 
pened at Sierra Leone, in confluence of the 
llave-trade, which have been perpetrated in 
Secret, or kept back at leaf! from the view of 
the Sierra Leone Company’s agents. 

The preceding account refpe&s indeed thofe 
flaves only who have been furnifhed from the 
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, and not the 
general body of flaves fold in Sierra Leone 
river, of whom much the greater part are 
brought down from the interior country. The 
Directors conceive, however, that no one can 
have any right to aflume that the cafe of in¬ 
land flaves differs effentially from that of flaves 
taken on the Coaft*: the injuftice and treachery 
pra&ifed in taking them, and the Scenes of 
private wretchednefs refulting from their cap¬ 
tivity, can hardly fail to be Somewhat Similar, 
in whatever part of Africa the Scene be laid 
in which the cafes happen. 

Let then the whole aggregate of mifery 
caufed by the Slave Trade be contemplated ; 
let it be remembered that what has been de¬ 
scribed is but a Sample of the manner in which 
EIGHTY THOUSAND men* are annually 
carried off from Africa, by the civilized nations 
of the world, and more especially by Great 
Britain ; let all the variety of incidental enor¬ 
mities 
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tnities which have been ftated be brought to 
recollection; let the blood fpilt in (p) wars, 
let the cutting off of (<7) flav$ fhips, let the aCts 
of fuicide reforted to by the captives on fhip- 
board, and of wild and bloody (r) vengeance, 
by the incenfed natives on the (hore, of which 
a few fpecimens only have been given, be 
borne in mind. Let all the moral evil charge¬ 
able on this trade be duly confidered ; let the 
drunkennefs, the treachery, the violation of 
all the natural feelings, through the felling of 
wives and children in difcharge of debts or 
in exchange for liquor, let the depraved habits 
communicated as by contagion to ( s ) Britilh 
captains, failors, and (/) fa&ors on the Coaft, 
and the enormous cruelties to which fome of 
them have been tranfported, be recollected ; 
above all, let the flop put to the Civilization 
of one fourth part of thp habitable globe, 
and the guilt of hindering that light of reve¬ 
lation which has fo long fhone on Britain, 
from {hining on the innumerable tribes who 
inhabit the interior of -that vaft opntinent, 
be added to the account; and on the other 
hand, let the prefent miferies of Africa be con- 
trafted with the bleflings which might have 
refuhcd from a contrary conduct on the part 
of Great Britain; from the introduction of 
Chriftianity, from the communication of Euro¬ 
pean knowledge, and from that promotion of 

(/) Seepage 106. (?) p. 130. (r) p. 141, (,) p.129. 
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Induftry, which is the fure refult of an honed, 
innocent, and peaceful commerce.—Let all 
thefe confiderations be put together, and the 
evil of the Slave Trade will appear indeed 
enormous ; its hindrance to Civilization, and 
its hodility to every principle that is profelfed 
by the Sierra Leone Company, become abun¬ 
dantly evident; and the opening profpe&s of 
Civilization which are about to be ftated will 
be*!een to be important, not only in reipeCt 
to their immediate confequences, but. on ac¬ 
count of their furnifhing alfo the moll fatis- 
fi^dlory evidence of the practicability of re¬ 
verting that cruel fyftem which as yet prevails 
in Africa, and a favourable omen of an ap¬ 
proaching change in the general condition of 
that hitherto unhappy Continent. 

The fubver/ion of the iniquitous trade in 
flaves was one of the -motives which led to the 
inftitution of the Sierra Leone Company ; and 
•it is one of the objects to which thole who 
have the management of its affairs, profefs 
that their bed endeavours fhall be directed; 
they trull, however, that they fhall not allow 
their detellation of the trade to excite in 
them any perfonal ill-will towards the indi¬ 
viduals engaged in it; and they feel pecu¬ 
liar fatisfaCtion in obferving, that their govern¬ 
ment abroad, however their zeal in the caufe 
of its abolitiofi may have been excited by the 
fcenes which they have witneffed, have at no 
time reforted either to any violent or.under¬ 
hand means of forwarding this objeCt; having 
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neither interrupted the flave-traders forcibly 
themfelves, nor endeavoussd to irritate either 
the natives or the Nova Scotians againft them. 
It may be proper to add, that they have been 
far from encburaging any failors .who thought 
themfelves cruelly ufed by their captains, or 
any. flaves belonging to the fhips, or to the 
Factories, to run away to their fettlement. In¬ 
deed, it is due to the Governor and Council 
to mention that they have aCted with a pe¬ 
culiar degree of temper and moderation*, on 
fome trying occafions ; labouring to compofe 
differences, to promote harmony and peace, 
and to prevent all private a£ts of vengeance. 
They have alfo made a point of exercifing 
equal juftice towards the flave-traders, and 
have given proofs of humanity and kindnefs 
towards them. In paiticular, they haye re¬ 
ceived and entertained. {he lick Europeans 
fro'm the flavc-fhips, many, of whom having 
been attracted to Freetown by the known falu- 
brity of the air, or the expectation of getting 
good medical advice, have either been lodged 
in-the houfes of fome of the fettlcrs at the 
Company’s expenfe, or gratuitoufly received 
into the public hofpital. , 

As aji inftance of the impartiality of the 
Governor and Council, it may be oblcrvcd, 
that a complaint of ill uflige having been 
made againft fome of the natives? by the fame 
flave-captain whofe enormous cruelties on 
fhip- board, as well as cuftom of leizing the 
natives on fhorq, have appeared from a con- 
# verlation 
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verfation held with this perfon himfelf, which 
has been recited, the Governor and Council 
exerted their influence with the neighbour¬ 
ing head-man, to obtain a hearing of the cafe; 
in confequence of which the natives charged 
with having committed the infult, were 
brought before him; they however excul¬ 
pated themfelves, the blame appearing to lie 
wholly on the lide of the flave-captain. 

The following if an inftance of the protec¬ 
tion afforded to a flave-trader by the Gtwernor 
and Council, as well as of the care and pru¬ 
dence which have been exerted to prevent 
thofe a£ts of violence which arife out of the 
Slave Trade, from taking place on the Com¬ 
pany’s diftrift. 

It has been ftated that an European flave- 
fa&or («) fold a free native in his fervice, 
without the form of a trial, on a charge of 
adultery with one of his wives ; the l'ale of 
this perfon gave rife to the outrage now to be 
deferibed. u A French flave-fador who lives in 
“ a neighbouring part, having come on fhore 
“ on our fettlement, was met by a native, 
<c who accufed him of having wrongfully fold 
“ to a flave-fhip a free man (his brother) who 
u had ferved the factor faithfully, as a free 
“ grumetta, during many years. The native 
“ proceeded, to collar the Frenchman,, and 

threatened to drag him to a neighbouring 
“ town, that the difpute might be fettled; I 

(*) See page z14. 
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44 refcued the European with fome difficulty, 
44 being determined to fo&id all fuch aCts of 
44 violence on our ground ; but while 1 was 
44 getting a boat in order to convey him out 
44 of the fettlement, he fell again into the 
“ hands of the fame native : by the help of 
44 the Governor and another principal fervant 
44 of th£ Company, I refcued him again, and 
44 he got off in fafety to his veffel. The 
44 Frenchman was fo overwhelmed with ter- 
44 ror, “that he fancied every one of us his 
44 enemies, and began begging that we would 
u put an end to his life ourfelves, and not 
44 give him up to be ‘murdered by the favages. 
44 I was afraid of fome interference of the 
44 Nova Scotians, many of whom were look- 
44 ing on during this feene, but they behaved 
44 very well; in their feelings, however, they 
44 -feemed to lean ftrongly to the fide of the 
44 natives. I told them that before any ftranger 
44 fhould be forcibly carried off from our dif- 
44 tri£t,we were determined that we ourfelves 
44 would be carried off, and they were very 
44 much reftrained by my holding this lan- 
44 guage. On the following Sunday our clergy- 
44 man noticed fr6m the pulpit, how unbe- 
44 coming it would be if any ftranger, how- 
44 ever culpable he might have been, who 
44 had come into the fettlement imagining he 
44 Was under our protection, fhould have his 
44 perfon feized while he was in it; the Nova 
44 Scotians approved of what was faid. I after- 
44 wards made a complaint to the chief of the 
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“ diftridl in which the native who had coi- 
“ lared the Frenchman lives,, and received a 

formal apology for what had paiffed, being 
“ affured that no fuch outrage Ihould be com- 
“ mitted in future. Soon after This,- I found 
u that the Frenchman had fpread about a ftory, 
u that the affault of the native had been inf- 
“ tigated by us, and had been altogether an 
“ affair of our contrivance. The poor man was 
1 ‘ certainly fo terrified that he might not have 
tc been a judge of what paffed at the,time of 
“ the affault; befides, he would feel as a llave- 
u dealer a ftrong prejudice againft us : but I 
“ think I would fubmit to be again traduced 
“ by him rather than let any violence be com- 
u mitted on our ground.’* This flave-trader is 
the lame man who inftigated the drunken chief 
to commit an outrage on the perion of one 
of the Company’s Captains, which he did 
very foon after his own refcue happened. 

Although the Governor and Council, in 
conformity with the principles recommended 
to them by the Diredlors, have adopted this 
pacific line of conduct, fome inllances have 
certainly arifen of the Company’s irrter- 
ferende with the interells of the Have-traders, 
which the Dire&ors fear may have been in¬ 
terpreted in fome meafure into a&s of hof- 
tility, and become oceafions of offence. 

It is neceffary to introduce the incident 
which the Dire&ors are now going to men¬ 
tion, by premifing that the legillatures of fe- 
veral of the States of America have prohibited 
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the trade in Claves in certain cafes under 
heavy penalties, 1 

An American Chip having arrived at the 
mouth of the Sierra Leone river, the luper- 
Cargo, who appears to have been very little 
informed of the principles of the Sierra 
Leone Company, went haftily to the Gover¬ 
nor and Council, and made an offer of felling 
them the whole of her loading for a cargo 
of flaves; obferving that he would take no 
other articles in barter, and that he hoped 
they would favour him with all the flaves he 
wanted, in the courfe of a few days. One 
of the Council alked him how the American 
laws flood in refpeCt to this trade. He faid 
the laws of that part of America from which 
he came, prohibited it in his cafe, inflicting 
forfeiture of the fliip, and one thoufand 
pounds fine upon the captain: But, added 
he, nobddy will inform.’ It was anfwered 
to him, ‘ Indeed, fir, you arc miftaken; I 
myfelf fliall inform if none elfe undertakes 
to do it.’ ‘I hope, fir, faid the fupercargo, 
you will not do lo unfriendly a thing.* * I 
would rather, replied the member of Coun¬ 
cil, prevent evil than punilh it; and I there¬ 
fore give you warning, that if you carry off 
a fingle Have from this coaft, you lhall find 
fin information lodged againft you in Ame¬ 
rica.’ The fupercargo then declared that 
what had dropped from him had not been 
fpoken in earneft, and that he had a great 

abhor- 
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abhorrence of the Slave Trade. The Ameri¬ 
can fhip appears tc* have quitted Sierra Leone 
River immediately after this convocation, to 
the obvious prejudice of the flave-fadtories 
in that quarter. 

The Directors have received from Sierra 
Leone, a lift of all the American veffels 
which have. been known to tranfgrefs the 
laws of their country, and they are taking 
meafures for conveying to the feveral legifla- 
tures, whole authority has been infulted, 
fufficient evidence of all the circumftances 
which may tefid to the convidtion and pu- 
nifhment of the offenders. 

One other ftep taken by the Directors with 
the view of limiting, if poflible, fome of the 
exceffes of the Sla*ve Trade, may be worthy 
of mention. When the information arrived 
of the fale of all the free-mariners found 
on board the captured French fhips, it was 
accompanied with an intimation of fome 
doubt having arifen in the minds of the 
Company’s fervants abroad, whether they 
ought not to have taken* on themfelves the 
redemption of thefe injured men: it was 
imagined that the price paid for th$ir liberty 
might be recovered in England, by an adlion 
of debt agalnft the Britilh fubjedts who fold 
them. On the other hand, it was obvious 
that much expend would accrue from fend¬ 
ing over all the neceflary witneffes from 
Africa; that there was alfq danger of failing 
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in lome point of legal evidence, and that 
there muft be a variety p£ uncertainties at¬ 
tending fuch a bufmefs: the Governor and 
Council were therefore, on the whole, afraid 
of adopting' this ftep. The Court of Di¬ 
rectors, however, on taking into confider- 
ation the various advantages that might arife 
from an' avowal of their determination to 
interfere in future* cafes of this fort, thought 
it right to fend out inftru&ions, that if, in 
certffl^cafes which they fpecified, any neigh¬ 
bouring native fhould be unjuftly fold here¬ 
after as a Have, either to op by any Britifh 
fubjeCt, the Governor and Council were to 
confider themfelves authorized to pay the 
price of fuch perfon’s redemption, if no other 
means of refloring the captive to liberty fhould 
be afforded. The communication of this 
intelligence to feveral of the neighbouring 
chiefs, is faid to have given .confiderable fatif- 
faCtion. 

a 

The Directors having thus fpoken of the 
fteps which they have taken tending to pre- 
feribe fome limits to the Slave Trade, and 
either to prevent or remedy a few of its 
greater enormities, fo far as concerns the 
immediate neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, 
will proceed next to deferibe fome of the 
direCt efforts which they have made to fet on 
foot plans of Cultivation and induftry, and 
to prepare the way for the introduction of 
Chriflianity and Civilization into thofe parts 
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of Africa where they have any influence. 
The obftacles which the Slave Trade has 
prefented to the defigns of the ’Company, 
will again neceflarily appear in treating of 
this topic. 

It is obvious that one of the moft effectual 
means of promoting the Civilization of Africa, 
mull be that of attempting to gain over fome 
of the principal kings or chiefs, to this great 
caufe. If any chief lituated in the n < jp h- 
bourhood of fertile land, over whichThehas 
an undifputed right, and having already gru- 
mettas under him, could be perfuaded to 
turn the labour of his people to the regular: 
cultivation of the foil; if he could be induced 
for inftance, .to take an European planter into 
his fervice, and to commit to Him the di¬ 
rection of flich induftry as the chief could 
command ; if he could be perfuaded alfo to 
protect and entertain a fchool-matter, or mif¬ 
fionary, who might converfe freely with the 
chief, and become an inftruCtor of all the fur¬ 
rounding people, a friendly connection and 
intercourfe being at the fame time eftablifhed 
between the native in queftion and the Sierra 
Leone government; it can hardly be doubted 
that, under the aufpices of any well-difpofed 
African uniting thefe advantages, the work 
of Civilization might advante with a rapid 
ftep. 

The Directors will here ftate the feveral 
obftacles to the adoption of any plan of cul¬ 
tivation by the native chiefs, which,* under 
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the prefent circumftances of Africa, muft 
naturally be expected to arife. 

. It has been already noticed, that the kings 
and head-mpn in the neighbourhood of 
Sierra Leone univerfally deal in Haves. Many 
private flave-traders have railed themfelves 
into chiefs by means of this traffic, and all 
the more regular chiefs have become more or 
lefs dealers in flaves alio; the difference 
between a chief, or king, who is alfo a flave- 
trader, r and a flave-trader who has raifed him- 
felf into a chief, being principally this, that 
the king is the Iefs powerful of the two, and 
is commonly alfo in debt to an European 
factory, to which he is therefore lubfervient; 
whereas the flave-trader is often rich and in- 
dependent, having many* head-men in his 
debt, who are confequeptly reduced into 
iubje&ion to him. The difficulty of interefl- 
ing the African chiefs in fchemes of cultiva¬ 
tion, is a point on which it cannot be ne- 
ceffary therefore td dwell; for it is obvious 
that, generally fpeaking, neither a king who 
is in league with a flave-faCtor, nor a chief 
who has acquired alt that he has by the 
Slave T rade, can be expected to become the 
patron of a plan which has for its object the 
introduction of induftry and the* reformation 
of the manners* of Africa. And indeed it 
may be added, that the Slave Trade prefents, 
both to the chiefs and the inferior dealers, 
profits often fo tempting, and attended alfo 
with fQ little trouble, that habits of regular 
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application and labour feem not likely to be 
general in Africa,* till this trade (hall ceafe. 
On the other hand it mav be important to 
remark, that the Slave 't rade has ferved to 
initiate the natives into the ufe of European 
articles, fome of which are confidered among 
them even at> neceffaries of life. The tafte 
which has been thus created, may therefore 
be reafonably expected to operate as an effec¬ 
tual fpur to induftry, as foon as ever that 
sera {hall arrive, when Africa fhall »be re¬ 
quired to give the produce of her land and 
labour, inftead of her inhabitants thepafelves, 
in payment for thefe neceffaries from Europe. 

The large credits given in the Slave Trade 
may be mentioned alfo*as an obftacle to any 
fudden dereliction of it, fmee they render it 
very difficult for thofe chiefs who might be 
difpofed to turn their thoughts to cultivation 
to call in their capital. 

The prejudices which many native chiefs 
at firft imbibed againfl the Company, may 
be named as another hindrance to the adop¬ 
tion of any plans of cultivation fuggefted to 
them. The chiefs appear to have beep 
taught to believe, that the Sierra Leone Com¬ 
pany were about to become the general 
difturbers of the peace, by changing the 
cuftoms of Africa; that they intended to 
ufurp the power of the chiefs, and, in the 
end, to drive them from their own territory; 
and, in particular, it feems to have been re-* 
ported every wjxere, to be pnp immediate 
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objeft of the Company, to encourage Haves 
of all defcriptions to run away from their 
mafters, by offering them an afylum ia the 
fettlement. It is obvious that this impedi¬ 
ment to a good underftanding with the chiefs, 
is to be confidered as merely temporary. 

Such are the obftacles which might have 
been naturally expe&ed to oppofe, and which 
have in fact more or lefs oppofed, every at¬ 
tempt made by the Company to intereft the 
African chiefs in plans of civilization and in- 
duftry. They are obftacles however, which, 
though many of them ftill operate with the 
natives in general, have been overcome in 
feveral individual inftances, as the Dire&ors 
will have the fatisfa&ion of fhewing. 

The cifcumftances which have enable’d the 
Company occafionally to prevail over fo 
many formidable hindrances are not difficult 
to be explained. It may be remarked in the 
firft place, that there are a few natives of 
fome confequence in Africa, who, though 
they owe their rife to the Slave Trade, never 
carried it on to any great extent themfelves, 
but are the fucceffors of deceafed flave-traders, 
and are growing now lefs and lefs difpofed 
to pufh that dangerous and bloody traffic, 
by which their property has been acquired. 
1 his is One defcription of chiefs from among 
whom the Company may be expe&ed to 
make profelytes. To thefe may be added as 
many other flave-traders, or chiefs, (and they 
are likely to amount, in courfe of. time, to 
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no fmall number in the whole) who may 
happen to be thrown into forae diftrefo 
through the Slave Trade; who m'ay lofe a 
near relation or a friend through this traffic; 
or poffibly having been redeemed from a 
flave-fhip themfelves, may become affe&ed 
by the confideration of having narrowly 
elcaped that fate to which they are in the 
habit of configning others. Circumftance$ 
have already occurred at Sierra Leone, which 
have led the Directors to exped that fome 
converts to the caufe of the Company may, 
from time *to time, be gained from perfons 
coming under this defcription. Again, there* 
may be other Africans who may be induced, 
partly at leaft by higher principles, to favour 
the Company; who may be led, in fome 
meafure, ferioufly tp contemplate the miferies 
which the Slave Trade has brought upon 
their unhappy country, and may be prevailed 
upon, if a fair opening be afforded them, and 
the facrifice required of them be not too great, 
to become the inilruments of rendering the 
place of their own refidence a fccne of order 
and peaceful induftry. Laftly, there may 
be fome African kings, or chiefs, who, ftruck 
with the improvements which they may have 
beheld at Freetown, or having been induced 
perhaps to vifit England, may return ani¬ 
mated with the* defire of imparting the blef- 
fings they have witneffed, to their native 
country; who may be induced, poffibly by 
embracing* Chriftian principles, to devote 
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their lives to the caufe, and may ftand for¬ 
ward as the chief promoters of the Civiliza¬ 
tion of Africa, and the zealous friends of this 
Company. 

That one or other of the principles al¬ 
luded to has actually operated on the minds 
of feveral very confidcrable chiefs, will be 
feen by the recitals which will now be given 
to the Court. 

The Directors will introduce firft, a quo¬ 
tation from the journal of one of their Ser¬ 
vants already frequently reforted to, which 
will deferibe an interview held with a neigh- 
•bouring chief, about a year after the inftitution 
of the colony. 

“ Having received fome intimation of the 
44 prejudices againft us fubfifting in the mind 
44 of this chief, I began my converfation 
44 with obferving, that I feared our engage- 
44 ments at home In the care of our infant 
44 colony, might have aForded time for in- 
44 terefted men to fpread abroad many re- 
44 ports to our difadva .tage: that it was true 
44 we were not friends to the Slave Trade, but 
44 that our plan was peaceably to draw the 
44 natives from it, by fetting before them 
44 other fources of wealth, and opening their 
44 eyes to their own true interefts. • He was, 
44 to a certain degree, civil and polite in his 
44 replies, but at firll evidently far from 
44 cordial ; he allowed that we had many 
44 enemies, and that he had been a good deal 
44 alarmed for his property, I then explained 
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€C l'everal parts of our condudfc, which I 
“ found had been grofsly* mifreprefented; 
u and allured'him, in particular, that it was 
** not in the Icaft our purpofe to decoy Haves 
“ from their mailers (as he .undeHlood it Avas 
“ our principle to do),* and that if we did 
“ not feize and deliver them up when they 
“ run away to our fettlejnent, yet we would 
u neither willingly Ihelter them, nor give 
Cf them employment. I offered education at 
“ Sierra Leone to any of his young people, 
and hinted that a feminary might be fet 
“ up at his own place of refidence, if he 
<c wilhcd’it. I then urged him to turn the 
<c labour of his grumettas to the object of 
w cultivation, entering into long calculations 
“ upon it, and proceeded to fet before him 
tc the many advantages he would derive from 
“ having his lands "covered with cotton and 
<c coffee, inltead of their »eing depopulated 
<c as heretofore by the Stave Trade. ITe 
c ‘ was* very inquilitive on this lhbjecfc, and. 
w appeared rather to • pprove the plan, ex- 
<c preffing however a doubt whether he 
u lliould find a market for h;s produce: I 
anfwered, that we would make an agree- 
<c ment to take it off his hands at a certain 
,c price. The converfation ended by his 
“ obferving that my explanation was fatis- 
** factory, and that he wilhed fuccefs to 
u the Company. I walked afterwards over 
“ fome of the land of this chief, the foil of 
“ which is excellent: cotton grows in great 
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u abundance, and the true indigo is feen in 
u ieveral places.’* * 

L 

The Directors have the fatisfaCtion of add¬ 
ing, that the difpofition of this perfon to 
quit the Slave Trade and betake himfelf to 
cultivation, appears, by recent advices, to- 
have been conllder^bly ftrengthened; and 
fome meafures are ftated to have been actually 
taken by him for this purpofe. The obftacles 
which „have retarded the * adoption of the 
fuggeftions made to him by the Company, 
have been precifely fuch as might be ex¬ 
pected ; namely, his outftanding debts, which 
it has been found very difficult to get in, 
unlefs by accepting flaves in difeharge of 
them ; his experience of.'the profits of the 
Slave Trade, by which all his property has 
been gained, and his mind of courfe to a 
certain degree influenced; and his temporary 
prejudices againft the Company. On the 
other hand, the humanity fer which this 
African is diftinguifhed, the growing liberality 
of his views, and above all perhaps the re¬ 
duction which there - has lately been in the 
Remand for flaves through the war, as well 

as the late failure of mercantile credit in this 

« 

country, feem at length to have operated on 
his mind fo effectually, as to turn the balance 
in favour of a fyftem of cultivation. 

Another obfervation, to the praife of this 
refpe&able African, feems proper to be added. 
It might naturally be prefumed from the cir- 
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cumftances which have been ftated, that at 
the time when he followed the Slave Trade, 
he would be likely to exercife as much 
humanity as could eafily be made compatible 
with the profecution of fuch a commerce; 
and that he would probably therefore confine 
his purchafes to Haves fetched from a diftance, 
'giving prote&ion to the people round him, 
even while he was inconfiderately encourag¬ 
ing the atrocities of the interior country. 
The truth of this prefumption is eftablilhed < 
by cenfures call on him by the flave-triders. 
He is the very man (the fuccefTor of the 
mulatto chief) who was charged by the 
Britilh flave-captain with having made him 
wait fo long for Haves, being afraid to “ make 
a haul” of his people, as “ the fine fellow,” 
his predeceffor, ufed to do ; and whofe town 
therefore, the Britilh*captain faid he would 
have feized, “ if his Ihip had been well 
manned,” in order to teach this African 
trader “ a proper degree of fpirit.” His 
want of the due qualifications for the Slave 
Trade has been likewife intimated by a 
Britilh factor refident in that part; for when 
the latter was alked, “ Does the fuccelTor ot 
the mulatto Have-trader take the fame means 
of recovering debts (namely, by laying waftc 
the towns of his debtor) which his prede- 
celfor did ?” The anfwer was, “ No, he is 
too eafy The Dire&ors find in the journal 
lent home, a teftimony from the mouth of a 
third Britilh fubjeft, no lefs to the praife of 
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this African, the degree of peace and fecurity 
which his mildnefs has introduced into the 
country round him, being intimated in words 
to the following purport: “ I remember the. 
“ time (faid this flave-fa£tor who dwelt on 
M a neighbouring ifland,) when, if I dif- 
** patched a grumetta up the country with 
“ goods equal in value to one Have, I was 
“ Jure to have him back with a couple of 
u flaves in return for them within fix days : 
f< but it will now take as many weeks to get 
M thfe fame number of flaves; and yet I am 
“ obliged to give more money for my flaves 
44 than ever.” 

The Sierra Leone Company owe the fuc- 
cefs they have met with, throughout the 
diftrid they have now been fpeaking of, 
partly to the war, and partly to the remem¬ 
brance of the miferies inflicted in the time of 
the mulatto flave-trader. They have derived 
a fimilar benefit from fome recent experience 
of the bitter confequences of the Slave Trade 
in the following cafe: 

A Mahometan chief has been mentioned, 
who redeemed from a flave-fliip three of the 
free fcttlers from London, and who came 
down to the fettlement with the view of ob¬ 
taining the Company’s alTiftance, in the 
recovery of a free-boy detained for a debt by 
a flave-fa&or. The following obfervations 
made by this Mahometan may properly be 
added in this place. 
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w He faid, that he had been taught to 
u look on this fettl$ment with a jealous eye, 
u and had therefore hitherto av®ided all 
<c intercourfe with us, but that fome recent 
<c misfortunes brought on him 5y the ma- 
M chinations of flave-traders, fome of which 
u he particularized, added to what he had 
<c lately learnt refpedting our conduct, had 
u made him fufpeft the truth of what he had 
** been ufed to hear concerning us, and that 
u he was come to have his doubts cleared 
“ up. After fome general converfation, he 
<c applied to me in the moft earneft manner 
ie for my afliftance in the recovery of 
“ Famarah, (a very confiderable and diftin- 
, u guifhed chief, carried off the coaft fome 
<c time fince as a flayc,) who had been his 
* ( intimate friend, and for whom he felt 
“ deeply concerned* He afterwards fpoke 
<l to me of the favourite free-boy, whom he 
“ had juft loft, and by way of inducing me 
“ to exert myfelf in the recovery of thefe 
“ captives, he named his own interference in 
“ the redemption of our free fettlers, for 
“ which.he obferved that he had been much 
<c blamed as well as laughed at by the ilave- 
c< traders. Though I could give him little 
“ hope of being able to recover either of 
u thefe two perfons, through the difficulty 
u of tracing them, he went away pleafed on 
“ the whole with his vifit.' He was par- 
u ticularly gratified by going with me to fee 
** the fchools; ‘ If I were a younger man, 
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44 faid he, I fhould flay here always; but, 
“ as it is, I fhall fend my children/ He 
44 alfo fpoke of his having been driven, 
44 through the arts of a Britilh flave-trader, 
44 to the neceflity of quitting his native place 
44 of refidence; but obferved, that he lived 
44 now in a country affording feme produce, 
<( which he feould be happy to collect for 
44 us. I was much interefted both by the 
4 * converfation and manners of this vifitor, 
44 who is about fixty years old, of a good 
44 appearance, with much benevolence in his 
44 countenance. His mind, which is na- 
44 turally fagacious, being now bowed down 
44 by his misfortunes, is more open to re- 
44 ceive impreffions unfavourable to the Slave 
44 Trade than that of moil of his country- 
44 men, and I trull we ihall attach him to 
44 us.” 

The Directors will next add a very en¬ 
couraging account of an interview with 
another chief. 

44 I waited on the chief cf this river, who 
44 is a perfon of confiderable confequence; 
44 for though there are three kings in the 
44 neighbourhood, he is faid to poffefs a 
44 powerful influence over them’, and to have 
44 had the nomination of them all. I was 
44 furprifed by the appearance of a man about 
44 ninety years old, ftill fenfible and active. 
44 I acquainted him with the motives of my 
44 vifit, and the general principles of the 
44 Sierra Leone Company, He entered very 
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c * readily into our views, allured me that he 
“ would take our traders under his protec- 
“ tion, and alfo favour us in refpeffc to the 
gi cuftoms of his river: he promifed to fend 
#i one of his boys to the fettlement for edu- 
iC cation, and expreffed an intention of vifit- 
“ ing it himfelf in the enfuing dry feafon. 
“ He alfo offered protection to a miflionary, 
or fchoolmafter, if we would fend him 
** one, and faid he would take care to make 
<c his fituation comfortable. I have met with 
* no one of the natives more liberal In his 
“ views, or more clear in his ideas and manner 
“ of converfation. He has divefted himfelf 
“ wonderfully of all the African prejudices, 
u ridicules without fcruple the fuperftition of 
his countrymen, and particularly inveighs 
M againft the cuftofh of facrificing to the 
“ devil, who, faid he, * mult be himfelf a 
M creature of God.’ Although occaiionally 
u engaged in the’Slave Trade, he feems to 
“ rejoice in the profpeCt of its abolition. 
“ Some years ago his town was deftroyed by 
u the mulatto Have-trader, and many of his 
* c people were carried into captivity; he Hill 
iC waits an opportunity of revenging himfelf. 
a —We have fuggefted to him the follow- 
ing propofition; that he fhould build on 
“ an ifland of his a houfe for a factory, and 
w a rice-houfe, veiling in us the right of 
u poifellion, and that he fhould furnifh to a 
* € planter, whom we might fend thither, 
“ labourers enough to clear and plant the 
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whole of the ifland. I think it is likely 
“ that our propofal will be complied with, 

<c and that a magazine rfiay confequently be 
eftabliftied for the produce of the neigh- 
44 bouring ^country, which is veiy rich, a- 
44 bounding with rice, ftock, and camwood. 
44 If a fchoolmafter, or miffionary, fhould 
44 fettle on the fpot propoled for the planta- 
44 tion, he would of courfe find a confider-» 
44 able population around it, provided the 
44 cultivation fhould be carried on with fpirit; • 
44 and he would alfo be within one or two 
44 hours diftance of feveral of the moft popu- 
44 lous villages in thefe parts, to which he 
44 might occafionally migrate.” 

A very favourable fpecimen of the African 
phara&er, and a moft pleafing proof of the 
pradticability of introducing various Euro-; 
pean improvements into that continent, are 
afforded by the following incident: 

44 A fliip of ours arrived lately from the 
44 'river Gambia, with five natives in her; 
44 one of them, of the name of Cuddy, is a 
44 chief, and principal trader refiding there; 
44 his figure and appearance are very pre-. 
44 poffeffing and fingular; he is well made, 
44 and about fix feet three inches high : his 
44 manners are civil and unconftrained, and 
44 his face is the picture of benevolence. He 
44 is at the faipe time modeft and diffident, 
44 and afraid of faying a word by which he 
may offend againft the truth. He was 
44 dreffed after the fafhion of his country, 

44 and 
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ft and was uncommonly neat and clean, but 
<c defpifed finery. He has rifen much in 
<c my efteem during the fourteen days which 
u he has juft been palling in my houfe, and 
“ all the officers of the Company* as well as 
“ the fettlers, have been uncommonly pleafed 
“ with him. The circumftance in his cha- 
w radter which gratified me the moft, was, 
“ that whatever he faw, he feemed to con- 
M template chiefly with the view of turning 
u it to the advantage of his country. He 
“ has been ufmg the greateft affidufty to 
“ prevail on fome of the Nova Scotia fettlers 
“ to accompany him back to the Gambia, 
“ in order that they may inftrudt his country- 
“ men in their arts; and has fucceeded in 
u procuring a good carpenter to go with 
“ him, who is to Build him a houfe, and 
“ make him fome ploughs and utenlils for 
“ hufbandry. The carpenter underftands 
<c making looms alfo, and Cuddy has it much 
u at heart to introduce a broad loom among 
“ his people. He h^s perfuaded another 
“ man to embark with him, who under- 
u ftands ploughing, and can make fhingles, 
“ and other ufeful articles. Cuddy having 
“ long entertained a prediledlion for the 
<c Company, has always {hewn great kind- 
<c hefs to their fervants, when they have 
“ been in the Gambia, and he has built a 
u little town on the floop fide of that river, 
t( to which he has given the name of Sierra 
“ Leone. Being curious in natural pro- 

M 4 “ dudlions^ 
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M du&ions, he fhewed to our botanift feve- 
w ral plants growing here which are ufeful 
* c in dying, and in particular a tree which 
“ is ufecl in the Gambia for making the 
indigo more durable.” 

The Directors will in the next place treat 
more particularly of the interior country. 
The chief information which they lhall offer 
on this fubje£t, will be comprized in a nar¬ 
rative of a journey lately undertaken into a 
large neighbouring kingdom by two of the 
Company’s fervants.* The Directors have 
not introduced into the preceding parts of 
this Report any article of intelligence gained 
in this expedition, lince they conceived it to 
be defirable that all the chief circumftances 
relating to it fhould be prefented at one view 
to the Court. • 

Information having been brought to the 
Governor and Council by fome natives of 


*• It may be proper to remark* that the account of this 
expedition* as well as a variety of other matter introduced into 
this and the preceding chapter* was not inferted in the Report 
read to the Proprietors, Advices from Sierra Leone, dated 
the 6th of September* 1794* had been received at the time of 
fending the prefent Report to the prefs, which have furnilhed 
much additional intelligence. Thefe recent accounts are in almoit 
every refpelt more favourable than any which had preceded : 
they convey, neverthelefs, information of a difturbanoe having 
arifen in the colony, through the violence or fome of the molt 
difaffe&ed and mifchievoufrof the Nova Scotians; but the ring¬ 
leaders having been taken up* or having left the fettlement, 
and the utmoft tranquillity prevailing at the time when the lali 
difpatches Game away, which were dated feven or eight weeks 
fubfequent to the tumult, the government appear to be fully 
perfuaded that there is no reaion to apprehend any permanent 
Or material ill confequences. 

the 
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the Foulah country, that the king of the 
Foulahs, a large and powerful nation, § to 
the north-eaft of Sierra Leone, had efcprefled 
a defire to form an intercourfe ^ith the co¬ 
lony, two gentlemen in the Company’s fer- 
vice J offered to make an attempt to pene¬ 
trate through a large, and as yet unknown 
tra& of country, to his capital. They ac¬ 
cordingly failed to the river Rionunes, which 
is to the north of Sierra Leone, obtained the 
neceffary interpreters and guides at the town 
of Kocundy, which lies a confiderablo way up 
the river, and then fet out on foot in a party 
of about twenty perfons. They mention, 
with much thankfulnefs, their obligations to 
fome flave-traders in the neighbourhood of 
Kocundy, and in paiticular to a mulatto 
trader, who was of conliderable ufe to them 
in their fetting oijt. 

It appeared in a fhort time after their leav¬ 
ing the Rionunes, that a confiderable inter¬ 
courfe fubfifted between the interior country 

m 

and the upper parts of the river; for no lefs 
than five or fix hundred Foulahs w 7 ere often 
feen in one day, carrying great loads of rice 
and ivory on their backs, which they were 
about to exchange for fait. The travellers 

§ There appear to be feveral independent tribes or nations 
of Foulahs in Africa, of which this is probably one of the 
molt confiderable. 

J The Perfons who made this expedition were Mr. James 
Watt, already fpoken of, and Mr. Winterbottom, brother to 
Pc. Winterbottom, the phyfician to the colony. 
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found as they went forward, a number of 
fucceflive towns, diftant in general fix, eight, 
or ten miles from each othbr, in which they 
were always moft hofpitably received ; the 
utmoft fatisfv&ion as well as furprize being 
exprefled at the appearance of white men, of 
whom none had ever been feen even at the 
diftance of a few days journey from the coaft. 
After travelling for fixteen days, through a 
country barren in many parts but fruitful in 
others, and remarkably full of cattle, and after 
palling two or three fmall rivers, one of which 
was laid to empty itfelf into the river Gambia, 
they arrived at the town of Laby, which is 
diftant about two hundred miles, almoft di¬ 
rectly eaftward or inland, from that part of 
the river Rionunes from which they let out 
on foot. Here they fpent three or four days, 
being moft cordially received by the chief or 
king of the place, who is fubordinate to the 
king of the Foulahs. Laby is about two 
miles and a half in circumference, and is 
fuppofed to contain not lefs than five thou- 
fand inhabitants : the ftate of civilization is 
much the fame here as in the farther part, 
which will be deferibed Ihortly. From Laby 
they proceeded towards the capital of the 
Foulah kingdom, called Teembo, which is 
feventy-two miles further inland, and having 
experienced every where the fame hofpitality, 
they arrived there in the courfe of another 
week.. 

Curing fourteen days which they palfed 

in 
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in the capital, they had many conventions, 
through the medium of interpreters, both 
with the king and 1 with a perfon who a&s as 
deputy to the king in his abfence,* and with 
many other principal perfons. , It appears 
that the country fubjed to the king of the 
Foulahs, is about three hundred and fifty 
miles in length, from eaft to weft, and about 
two hundred miles in breadth, from north 
to fouth; and that the king exercii'es a 
very arbitrary power, both in refped to the 
punilhment of offences, and many other 
poipts, and, in particular, that he opens and 
Ihuts up the markets and channels of trade 
juft as he pleafes. The town of Teembo 
is fuppofed to contain about fcven tthou- 
fand inhabitants, and the fuperiority of the 
people of all thefe interior parts, to thofe 
on the coaft, is great, in moil branches of 
civilization. The houfes here and at Laby, 
as well as at fome other places, are occafion- 
ally fpoken of in the journals from which 
this narrative is taken, as very good. The 
filver ornaments worn by fome of the chief 
women, are faid to be equal in value to 20I. 
There are people at Laby and at Teembo, 
who work in iron, in filver, in wood, and 
in leather, and there is a manufacture of 
narrow cloths. The chief men are furmfhed 
with books, of which the fubjed is generally 
either divinity or law; and the art of reading 
is common over . the country, there being 
fchools for the inftrudion of children eftablifh- 

cd 
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cd m almoft every town. Horfes are com¬ 
monly ufed by the chief people, who are faid 
to ride out often for their ‘amufement, and a 
fpecies of *horfe-race or courfing occurred, at 
which the kjng invited the two ftrangers to 
attend. The foil is generally ftony; much 
of it is pafture; rice is • cultivated in forae 
parts, chiefly by the labour of the women, 
the men, a great proportion of whom a< 2 
flaves, carrying away the produce on their 
backs. About one-third of the country 
laid to d>e extremely fertile; tin* foil is dry, 
and the climate is thought very good. The 
nights and mornings were fometimes cold, 
and the thermometer was once as low ac ji 
at half pad five in the morning, but it role 
to near 90 at noon. The profefled religion 
of the country is Mahonietanifm, and there 
are many mofques; but peither the priells 
nor people appear to have much bigotry 
in their minds, though they do not fail to 
oblerve the Mahometan ceremonies, praying 
five times a day. The punilhments which 
the king inflicts are fevere, efpecially in the 
cafe of difireiped fhewn to his own autho¬ 
rity ; but it appears that no Foulahs are ever 
fold as flaves either for debts or crimes, and 
kidnapping feldom occurs, being probably 
not * very pra&icable in the heart of the 

country. The Foulahs however have been 

* 

ufed, till lately, to carry on a very confider- 
able Slave Trade bv means of their wars; 
for they go to war avowedly for the purpofe 

of 
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of getting flaves, one of the tenet* of their 
religion, which permits them to deftroy all 
whom they term iflfidels (a term which feems 
to include all their neighbours),* affording 
them a convenient apology for eyery exercii’e 
of this horrible injuftice. The fervants of 
the Company appear to have loft no oppor¬ 
tunity of inveighing againft the wickednefs of 
tHfe w;rs, and of inculcating the principles 
which govern the Sierra Leone Company on 

e miuds both of the king, the chief priefts, 
and other principal perfons, as the following 
paffages from one of the journals will fuffi- 
ciently prove, 

44 In the morning I had a vifit from the 
44 deputy king, who told me with a degree 
44 of opennefs which (hocked me, that the 
44 foie obje<ft of their wars was to procure 
44 flakes, as they jcould not obtain the Euro- 
44 pean goods they wanted without flaves, 
44 and they could not get flaves without fight- 
44 ing for them. .1 mentioned rice, ivory, 
44 and cattle, but he anfwered that they could 
44 not obtain a fufficient fupply of the articles 
44 they moll needed, in return for produce, 
44 fmce the factories would not furnifh them 
44 with guns, powder, and cloth, which they 
44 confidered as the chief neceflaries, for any 
44 thing except flaves. I told him, that by 
44 following a trade in produce, they might 
44 become rich without going to war for 
44 flaves, a thing which, mull certainly be 
44 very offenfive to that God to whom they 

44 prayed 
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<c prayed five times a day. 44 But thefe peo* 
44 pie on whom we make war, returned he, 
44 never pray to God : wd do not go to war 
44 with pebple who give God Almighty fer- 
44 vice. f 

In an interview with the king himfelf the 
following converfation occurred: 

44 After having ftated the views of the 
44 Sierra Leone Company, I took the liberty 
44 of remarking how wicked it was for one 
44 nation to deftroy another. If thefe people, 
44 faid I, have not fo much knowledge as 
44 you have, you fhould endeavour to in- 
44 ftru& them. There were prefent befides 
46 the king, the head prieft and the chief 
“ minifter, and they all fuffered me to pro-' 
44 ceed without interruption ; I was furprized 
44 at their attention ; they* all acknowledged 
44 the truth of what I faid, r and the king ob- 
44 ferved, that if he could get guns and pow- 
44 der and every thing elfe*he wanted, for 
“ ivory, rice, and cattle, he would foon have 
u done with the Slave Trade. I told him, 
4t that if once the people of Africa knew the 
44 Sieira Leone Company perfe&ly, I was 
44 fure the wars would ceafe, and the nations 
44 of Africa would be at peace with their 
44 neighbours. They all faid, they believed 
4f fo too.” 

The following is the fubftance of a con¬ 
verfation which occurred the day after: 

44 I waited on a head-man 'who had defired 

i 

44 to fee me: I found him writing, but he 

it quickly 
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quickly laid afide his work. I had much 
<c converfation with him fimilar to that which 
I held with th^king the night before. He 
“ defended for fome time their religious wars, 
but at laft rather yielded, admitting that 
“ they muft be difpleafing to God: he ftill 
“ faid, however, that their book defired them 
ic to make war on every nation who would 
“ not do God fervice. I replied, that there 
u might be many good things in their book, 
“ but that I was iure that paflage had been 
“ put in by the devil. God was ,fo good 
“ and merciful himfelf, that he muft hate 
w every one that was fo cruel as to deftroy 
“ his fellow creatures. The head-man did 
“ not hefitate to fay, that if the Foulahs 
“ could get the articles they wanted without 
“ going to war, he would then believe that 
t( going to war was offenfive to God ; but, 
c< faid he, if w*e cannot get thefe things 
“ without going to war for them, God then 
<c cannot be atigry with us for going to war, 
“ efpecially as it is fo in our book. ,, 

One other circumftance refpedtihg the Slave 
Trade, more lamentable than any which the 
Directors have yet mentioned, muft be added 
in this place. The deputy of the king, after 
dating that the wars of the Foulahs were 
undertaken folely for the purpofe of getting 
flaves, faid alfo, “ that the old men and old 
“ women who were captured in thefe wars , 
“ and who were known to he unfaleable , were 
“ put to death” Thefe are the words ufed 
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in the journal of * one of the Company’s 
fervants ; the journal of the other reprefent9 
the deputy of the king as 4 faying, that the 
Foulahs u tut the throats ” of the older cap¬ 
tives, and it proceeds to mention, that when 
the cruelty of the pra&ice was inveighed 
againft, he replied, that it was not fo cruel 
as letting the old people ftarve to death, ad¬ 
ding alfo, that the nations on which they 
made war, would not fcruple to do the fame. 

That this enormous effulion of blood is 
another evil, in addition to thofe before enu¬ 
merated, which is directly chargeable on the 
Slave Trade, the feverai quotations now given 
feem completely and diftindtly to prove ; and 
on the other hand, that no fimilar effufion of ■ 
blood can be fuppofed to happen, even among 
the fame people, in the cafe of able-bodied 
flaves returned or withheld for want of a 
market, the recital of the following circum- 
ftances will (hew no lefs indifputably. 

It has been already noticed, that by the 
breaking out of the war with France, a very 
great and fudden check was given to the 
Slave Trade on the coaft. It appears from the 
journals of this expedition, that the influence 
of the European war was no lefs ilrongly felt 
in thefe interior regions. The wars of Teem- 
bo ceafed about this period: the price of 
flaves at the fea-fide, fell from 160 to 1 20 
bars. The king of the Foulahs in order to 


* Mr. Watt. 
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bring the flave-traders to terms, forbade all 
his fubje£ts to carry flaves to the coaft, until 
160 bars fhould again be offered, and the 
confequence of the flaves having Been thus 
withheld (a few fmuggled ones excepted) is 
flated in the journal to be, that the Foulah 
country had become full of them.* 

It has been mentioned fn one part of the 
preceding body of information concerning 
the Slave Trade, that the Foulahs (who were 
.at the fame time alfo ftated to be known to 
go to war for flaves) were often kidnapped 
before they could return from carrying their 
captives down to the factories, by the free¬ 
booters who infeft the coaft. This intelli¬ 
gence is confirmed by the following incident, 
■which, however, is not the only one occur¬ 
ring in this journey that might ferve to 
eftablifh the fame point. 

An old man called on the travellers when 
they were at Teembo, and begged them to 
make inquiry after his fon, who with fix 
others, fome of them relations of the^ king, 
had been feized in returning from the river 
Riopongas, about four years ago. They 
had been fold to the Britifh flave-fa&or at 
the Ifles de Los, and immediately fhipped off, 
one only excepted, to the Weft Indies: by 
the Foulah king’s interference this one was 
recovered: the old man faid, there was no 
ranfom that he fhould not be willing to pay 

>. * The journal indicates, though not very diftinftly, that 
they were put to work. 

N for 
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for his foti.* The writer of the journal adds, 
<c I .allured him, that the Governor of Sierra 
“ Leone 4 ,would feel ahnoft as much pleafure 
u in reltoring his fon, as the father htmfelf 
a could feel in feeing him return, and that 
- u we fhould fpare no pains in inquiring after 
* <c him. At hearing me fay this, tjie old man’s 
w eyes gliftened, and he left me, blefling both 
4t the governor and myfelf, and alluring me 
u that he (hould pray for me.” 

The Directors have the fatisfadfion of ob- 
fervirig, that the two travellers appear both 
by the propriety and conliftency of their own 
condudf, and by the public declarations which 
they made of the principles which governed 
the conduct of the Sierra Leone Company, to 
have ingratiated themfelves much with the 
natives, and to have peculiarly polfelfed them¬ 
felves of'the confidence f of the chief people. 
The king being alhed whether he Ihould be 
willing to encourage any" European to fettle 
near him with a view to cultivation, readily 
anfwered, that he would furnifh him with 
land, and cattle, and men for the purpofe. 
Much converlation palled at different times 
concerning the introdu&ion of the plough, 
of which no one had ever heard in the Fou- 
lah country. The king of Laby offered to 

* Two of the perfons fold are faid to have borne the name 
of Omar, another is called Hamadoo, and another Bubarcarrie ; 
two others are mentioned under the name of Hamodoo, one of 
whom was the fon of* this old^man. The Dircdors have intro¬ 
duced their names with a view of promoting their redemption. 

fend 



* ( 195 ) 

I 

fend a fon to England for education, and a 
principal prieft exprefled fome wfllingnefs to 
do the fame. Diligent inquiry was made 
both at Laby and Teembo, concerning the 
route to Tombudoo, a town in the heart of 
Africa, l'uppofed to be of the firft magnitude, 
to which fome adventurers from the Affoci- 
ation inftituted for promoting Difcoveries in 
the interior of Africa, have attempted .to 
penetrate. It was faid at Laby that a free 
communication fubfifted with Tombudoo, of 
which the diftance however was defcribed to 
be no lefs than a four months journey ; fix 
kingdoms intervening between the country of 
the Foulah king and that of the king of Tom¬ 
budoo.* The kingdom of Genah, the near«- 
eft of the fix to Tombudoo, and that of 
Tombudoo itfelf, Were fpoken of as richer 
than any of the others that were named. 
The city of Cafhna l'eems alfo to have been 
known at Laby, ibut the route thither was 
defcribed as hazardous. 

On leaving Teembo, the Company’s fer- 
vants thought proper to return by a different 
and rather more dangerous path ; they were 
efcorted however by a large body of Foulahs, 
fent at the command of the king; the num¬ 
ber of thefe amounting, during part of the jour¬ 
ney, to no lefs than live or fix hundred. When 
this body of people arrived on the borders of 

* The near eft to theFoulah kingdoms Belia, the fecond 
Bouria, the third Manda, the fourth Segoo, the fifth Soo- 
fundoo, the fixth Genah. 
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the Sufee country, which it was neceffary For 
the travellers to crofs in oj*der to reach the fea 
by this path, a fufpicion arofe on the part of 
the Sufees, that the Foulahs were come to 
make war figainfl them, under the pretext of 
conducting white men td the coafl ; on which 
occafion the Foulahs exhibited to the Sufees 
fome goods and flaves which they had with 
th'em, as a proof that they could have no de- 
fign of making war, and fuccieded in iemov- 
ing the fufpicion ; infomuch that it was d<. .er- 
mined at a meeting of Sufei chiefs, held ' 1 
a neighbouring town of the Sufees, not only 
that the travellers, and the pany w* J: them 
who wifhed to proceed o Sierra I cone, 
fhould be permitted to pafs, but alfo tha* the 
path through the Sufee^ country, vvhich for¬ 
mer wars had {hut, fhould become perma¬ 
nently open. 

Four or five confiderable perfons from the 
Foulah king, and from 1 other kings and 
chiefs, together with their fuite, came down 
to Freetown with the white travellers ; id 
palTed a few days there, arranged fome plans 
with a view to a commercial intercourfe, and 
returned full of admiration of what they had 
feen, and gratified in the higheft degree by 
their vifit. It has fince been learnt that the 
Foulahs who came on this embaffy, have got 
back to the borders of the Foulah kingdom, 
where their countrymen who came to meet 
them were fo ftiuch interefted at the firft re¬ 
cital of what had been heard and feen at Sierra 

Leone, 
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Leone, that the party were kept together in 
conversation till day-break. 

The 1'uccefs attending the journey which 
has been juft defcribed, has encouraged the 
idea of another and more important enter- 
prize, upon which one of the travellers into 
the Foulah country, and another perfon in 
the Service of the Company, were, according 
to the laft accounts, likely Soon to enter. 
Their main object will be to penetrate to 
* Tv nbuCtoo, and the route taken will pro¬ 
bably be that >f the Foulah country. If the 
travellers ihould reach TombuCtoo, it will 
depend on the information which they will 
there receive, whether they fhall trace back 
their fteps Southward to Teembo and Sierra 
Leone, o ftiall return diredtly weftward to¬ 
wards the Gambia/ or attempt to pafs on 
through the middle*of the continent of Africa, 
to the Mediterranean. 

The Directors have had the Satisfaction of 
le irning, not only that wars have ceaSed in 
t^e parts near to Sierra Leone, Since the ftag- 
natien of the demand for Haves; but that 
diftant places on the coaft, having felt the 
Same declenSion of the Slave Trade, have alfo 
enjoyed an unufual de*gree of pfeace. The 
very refpe&able and intelligent native of the 
name of Cuddy, from the diftant river Gam¬ 
bia, mentioned, when he was at. Freetown, 
that there were no longer any wars in any 
part of his neighbourhood, and that the few 
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(laves fold there, the number of whom was 
diminifliing daily, came from the remote 
country of Gallam. He is faid to have added 
the following words : “ What fhould a man 
“ go to war for now ? There is nothing to 
“ make people go to war: no price for (laves 
“ —no (hip to take them—no goods to give 
“ for them ! Suppofe (hips come plenty, 
u aye, then people go to war again ! 

The declenfion of the Slave Trade in the 
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, appears from 
many proofs to have been very great. The 
Governor arid Council fuppofe, that not more 
than one-fifth of the ufual number of (laves 
are now carried off the adjacent Coaft. The 
French flave-fa£tory near Freetown has been 
already mentioned to be relinquilhed, and an 
individual Britilh flave-fa£tor has been alfo 
dated to have removed <himfelf from Sierra 
Leone river. One of the chief neighbouring 
fa&ories, fituated in the Ides de Los, is on the 
point of being given up alfo* The (lave- 
factory of Bance Ifland, the only one remain¬ 
ing either in the river Sierra Leone or in its 
immediate neighbourhood, is thought to 
apply itfelf more than formerly to the col¬ 
lection of produce, having alfo fet on foot a 
cotton plantation, worked by native labour¬ 
ers, a meafure which the inditution of the 
Sierra Leone Company appears to have fug- 
geded. % A (lave - fa&or, of the name of 
Wilkinfon, has declared that he will quit the 
trade> and has afked leave to transfer his 
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( >99 > 

I 

property (amounting to about two thoufiind 
pounds) to Freetown, offering to conform 
himfelf to all the l<fws of the colony, if he 
fhould be permitted to fettle there. * 

The Governor and Council appear to have 
taken fome pains in inquiring what has been 
done with the flaves who have either been 
withheld or returned through the want of 
purchafers, and what would be likely to be 
their fate on a total abolition of the Sfave 
• Trade. A refpe&able chief from Port Logo, 
an upper branch of the Herra Leone river, 
being afked whether refufed prifoners were 
killed, he anfwcred, “ No, that is never 
done in Port Logo; we carry them home 

and make them work.”-“ But will they 

not run away ?”- “ If they do, we can’t 

help that, we can’t -kill them. If a man is 
too old to fell, he i§ too old to do you harm; 

what fliould you kill him for ?”-“ Did 

you ever fee any refufed flaves killed ?”—— 
u No; I am an old man, but I never faw 
that: if they do that in another country I 
don’t know that.” 

“ Two other intelligent native traders,, 
u from the interior country, mentioned the 
“ great number of flaves now on the coaft 
“ waiting for purchafers, and faid they were 
u at that time kept confined: they named 
u one trader who had no lefs than two hun- 
w dred in his poffefTion. On being afked 



* This perfon is iince dead. 
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why they were not employed in cutting 
“ wood, planting rice, or fome other em- 
<c ployment, he replied, that there might be 
“ danger of infurreftion from fo many being 
44 employed all together, and that they mutt 
44 therefore firft be difperfed; befides, there 
<c had been no encouragement to cut cam-* 

wood: they could not tell what our com- 
** mercial agent, who was gone down the 
44 coaft, might be able to effect in this re- 
44 fpe£t. If the Slave Trade were to continue 
4C at a ftand, they obferved, that no more 
c< flaves would come from the bulh (or in- 
“ terior country) and, indeed, that few came 
u now. They faid that the flaves would 
<c certainly not be put to death, for that no- 
4< body was ever put to death except in war 
“ or for crimes. 1 * 

i€ A white factor alfo is named, who gave 
ct information, that fcarce any flaves have 
“ J>een bought for the fpace of a year in that 
M part of Africa which lies between Cape 
** Vergo and Cape Mount, on account of 
<c the traders on the Coaft having infilled 
“ that the price fhould be reduced about ten 
u or twelve pounds. He ttated alfo, that 
“ the natives, exafperated by the fudden 
<c lowering of the terms, had lately withheld 
“ their flaves entirely, and had employed 
“ them, particularly in the Sufee and Man* 
“ dingo countries, in the culture of rice.” 


Th* 



The Directors will now add fome obfer- 
v.itions on the geperal character of the na¬ 
tives ; and they will introduce in .the fequel 
fome fads which will fhew their friendly 
difpofitions towards the Comp‘ahy, and alfo 
their capacity for inftrudion. 

The account which has been given of 
feveral natives who have been peculiarly in- 
ftrumental in forwarding the views of the 
Company, ought by no means to be con- 
fidered as affording a fample of the common 
character of their countrymen. The natives 
of Africa, fo far as the Directors have had an 
opportunity of judging, are, in general, 
fuperftitious in the higheft degree ; they be¬ 
lieve in witchcraft, incantations, and charms, 
and they are hereby fubjeded to grofs impo- 
litions, and are affo led to the pradice of 
many ads of cruehy, as well as of injuftice: 
fome of them add a number of Mahometan, 
or other fuperftitions, to their own, which 
they learn chiefly from travelling priefts of 
the Mahometan perfualion, who abound in 
Africa, and make a trade of felling charms. 
The natives of Sierra Leone, and all the ad¬ 
jacent parts, offer occaflonal facrifices to the 
devil. They believe in a God, but they 
appear to render him no ftated worfhip 5 and 
though they entertain fome vague notions of 
a future ftate, their faith feems to have very 
little influence on their pradice. Polygamy 
is every where common, and the fpirit of re¬ 
taliation and revenge may be confidered as 

univerfal 
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tmiverfal. One of the moft rcfpedable and 
enlightened of the chiefs already mentioned, 
was laid to be waiting for an opportunity of 
revenging an injury which he had received 
niany years before, not from the man him- 
felf on whom he meant to wreak his ven¬ 
geance, but from the predecefior of this per¬ 
son. It may be remarked of another in¬ 
dividual, the moft amiable perhaps of all the 
charaders met with in the Foulah country, 
that after much converfation on the Chriftian 
religion, in the courfe of which he allowed 
it to be good in many refpeds, he exprefsly 
objeded to the dodrine of the forgivenefs of 
injuries, on the ground of its being a virtue 
not to be attained by man, and therefore not 
to be required of him. There are many va¬ 
rieties of national charader among the Afri¬ 
cans, fome nations appearing to be more 
crafty, and fome more uncivilized and favage, 
than others : nor can the diftindions among 
them be traced in all cafes, either to the Slave 
Trade or to any local circumftances. The 
fuperiority of the natives of the Foulah coun¬ 
try, and their great hofpitality to ft rangers, 
have already fufficiently appeared; and on 
the other hand, it may be remarked, that the 
natives of the coaft in general, but particularly 
thofe who live near the llave-fadories, are 
much given to liquor, are fufpicious of white 
men, crafty, and deceitful, as well as favage 
and ferocious: they are faid likewife to be 
felfifh, unreafonable, and encroaching. 


In 
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In favour of the Africans it may be ob- 
(erved, that they are in general fenfible of 
benefits received, and grateful for them; 
that they have much natural atfe&ion and 
feeling ; that though occafionally violent they 
are not unmanageable ; and that the energies 
of their mind (which fomc accounts given of 
the cutting off of Have-{hips have already 
{hewn to be very ftrong), though turned as 
yet to wrong objedk, are *capable no dpubt 
of receiving a better dire&ion. It may be 
added, that the Africans appear to be eager 
for knowledge, as well as religious ’improve¬ 
ment, and readily invite the teachers of 
Chriftianity ; but this readinel's, though it af¬ 
fords ample encouragement to the miil}onary, 
is obvioufly to be referred rather to a general 
principle of emulation and ambition, than to 
any approbation of the Chriftian do&xines, 
of which the natives are as yet ignorant. 
They appear to admit the wickednefs of the 
Slave Trade, as much as they do that of any 
other criminal practice, purfuing the traffic 
for the fake of its profits, contrary to fome 
glimmering light of their confidence, if not 
in diredt defiance of their convi&ions. 

A few quotations {hall here be given, illus¬ 
trating certain points in their cliara&er which 
have been fpoken of. 

It has been mentioned in an early part of 
this Report, that a charge of having caufed 
the death of the late king Naimbanna s fon 
was brought againft the captain of the Com-^ 
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pany’s fhip who carried him over, in confe- 
quence of the groundless fuggeftion of a 
black. T^e following is a brief account of 
the circumftances attending this injurious 
charge. The black from whofe fuggeftion it 
originated, had crofted the fca in the fame 
fhip with king Naimbanna’s fon, and had 
been offended during the paflage, by the 
captain’s urging him to do duty as a failor; 
he had alfo feen the captain give fome medi¬ 
cine to the patient, which was followed by a 
trifling ficknefs of ftomach. It is fuppofed 
that his ill will may have therefore prompted 
him to form fome fufpicions to the prejudice 
of the captain, which were raflily commu¬ 
nicated after his arrival at Sierra Leone to the 
relations of the deceafed. Incantations were 
immediately reforted to', as the means of 
afeertaining whether the «charge fuppofed to 
lie agatnft the captain was founded or not. 
The dead body was given into the hands of 
a fkilful necromancer, and being placed in 
an ere£t pofture, it was fucceflively afked, 
Whether the Sierra Leone Company — 
whether the governor—whether the phy- 
iician—whether a fervant of the Company 
who attended the patient, had caufed his 
death. The corpfe continuing motionlefs, it 
was then afk<;d, whether the captain of the 
fhip was the guilty perfon, on which’ the 
body is faid to have given a nod of aflent. A 
threatening letter was now written in the 
name of the relations, to the Governor and 

Council, 
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Council, in which compenfation was alked 
for the murder, but it was handfomely in¬ 
timated, that it was not the Company them- 
felves, but fome of the flave-cap*tains who 
were fuppofed to have inftigated the Com¬ 
pany's fervant to put the fon of the king of 
Sierra Leone to death. The Governor and 
Council did not fail to refill the claim made 
upon them, but they were obliged to permit 
the calling of a palaver, at which a great 
concourfe of armed natives attended. The 
debate was opened with great folemnity in 
the name of the mother of the deceafed, by 
a neighbouring chief, who delivered himfelf 
in the Timmany language, Hopping to let 
each fentence be interpreted as he went on. 
His fpeech was nearly as follows:—That the 
queen (the mother *ofc the deceafed) had no 
palaver againft the*Company, had no palaver 
againft the governor, had no palaver againft 
feveral others who one by one were named j 
but that the queen had a palaver againft the 
captain of the Ihip, bec^ufe he had poifoned 
her fon with a cup of tea while he was at 
fea; that the queen demanded therefore the 
payment of 600 bars (near iool.) which 
mull be fent her immediately, and on this 
condition fhe would drop her intention of 
making war againft the Company, and that 
the palaver would then be ended. It was 
added, that if the captain Ihould prefume to 
deny the crime now l’o clearly proved againft 
.him, he mull be fent up to the town of the 

queen,' 
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queen, in order to ftand his trial by drinking 
red water,** according to the known laws of 
the Timmany country. The captain who 
was (landing by, evidently felt fome emotion 
at hearing the lafl article of the demand ; but 
a burfl of laughter ariling at this moment 
among the natives who Hood round, made it 
lufficiently plain that they did not at all ex¬ 
pert the captain’s compliance. The Gover¬ 
nor and Council infilled on calling evidence 
on the fpot to remove the fufpicion. The 
black who had firfl excited it was brought 
forward, and explained away all his former 
infinuations ; the innocence of the captain 
was eflablifhed by many other witneffes, and 
the natives became evidently afhamed of 
their condmfl; and on the following day the 
queen herfelf came down to Freetown, pro- 
fefied the utmoll confidence in the Governor 
and Council, and defired them to take another 
fon under their protection, -j- 

It 


* It has been already noticed, that this trial of red wafer 
confiib in making the fufpe&ed perfon drink a quantity of 
water with an infuiion in it, which is fuppofed to be of a poifon - 
©us kind. If the unhappy objeft of fufpicion is aiFeded, as he 
often is, in a manner which the natives con fider to be an im¬ 
plication of guilt, his brains are knocked out on the fpot; it 
often happens however that he dies, as in the inftance before 
mentioned, of the immediate effects of the poifon ; in either of 
thefe cafes all his family are fold as flavcs. Natives of the 
higher clafs are faid frequently to furvive thefe trials, and it 
is fuppofed that they find means to prevent the poifonous in¬ 
gredient from being put into the water. 

f The Directors wifti not to fail in acknowledging any in¬ 
fiance of friendly conduit in the flave-fa&ories towards the 
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It is not eafy to conceive how their imagi¬ 
nation has been filled with extravagancies of 
the raoft weak ancf ridiculous kind. A notion 
is entertained that one of th« iflands in the 
river would fmk under water, if the king of 
the neighbouring fhore were to fet his foot 
upon it. Another little ifland higher up the 
ftream, is fuppofed to be the habitation of a 
legion of devils, and if any man fhould at¬ 
tempt to carry off from it the leaf of a tree, 
it is held, that his boat would infallibly 1 
fink in coming away, and that he would be 
drowned. 

The following quotation prefents a la¬ 
mentable picture of extraordinary fuperftition 
and ignorance in the head-man of a neigh¬ 
bouring town. 

“ I waited on this perfon and found him 
44 at dinner, a king (or chief) of the upper 
44 country being at the table with him, and 
44 alfo a Mahometan prieft, whom he and 
44 the other chiefs of the parts adjacent are 
44 now employing in making grigris (or 
44 charms), and in aflifting at their facrifices 
44 to the devil. After dinner the head-man 
44 produced his mafs book, and prayed for 
44 fome time with leeming devotion j he ex- 

Company; they are thejefore defirous of remarking, that on 
the occafion of this injurious charge again it their Captain, they 
were befriended by the Agent of the neighbouring Britiih 
flave-fa&ory j and they take this occafion'of adding, that they 
have in general experienced every civility from the proprietors 
of Have-factories reft dent in England, 
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<c prefled great concern that he had not been 
4t able to meet with a Popifh confeflor for 
“ fome years, but he tokPme of his having 
“ left orders, that as foon as ever he fhould 
44 die, two of his flaves fhould be fcnt to St. 
M Jago, in order to urge the Romifh prieft 
“ there, to do every thing that might be 
“ neceffary to fmooth his way to heaven. 
44 He makes no more doubt of the power of 
44 a regular abfolution, than he does of his 
44 exiftence, *and he appears well acquainted 
44 with all the Romifh luperftitions ; but his 
“ tenets are ftrangely difguifed by the union 
44 of thefe with the abfurdities and idolatry 
“ of his own country. He at the fame time 
44 faid, that he was very anxious to promote 
44 the introdu&ion of the gofpel into Africa, 
44 and offered to engage in any plan that 
“ would promote it; he propofed to give a 
44 houfe and land to any teacher or fchool- 
44 matter that we might fend, whom he told 
44 me that he would take under his own pro- 
44 te&ion. Amidft all this ignorance, he 
“ fhewed a confcioufnefs of the criminality 
“ of the Slave Trade, having fpoken to the 
“ following effect on that fubjedt: What 
“ more have I to do with the Slave Trade j 
“ it is time that I fhould leave it off and fet- 
“ tie my account with God: I am old and 
“ ought to think only of ieaven.** 

The feveral fucceeding quotations will con¬ 
firm fome points already touched upon, and 
will very fully fhew the defire of inftru&ion 

which 
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which prevails among the natives, as well as 
the good underftaiiding which fubfifts be¬ 
tween them and the Company. 

A female mulatto has been mentioned, the 
miftrefs of a large town in the Mandingo 
country, who was once in England, and 
who pafied a few days in the fettlement. 
44 She inquired much, when fhe was there, 
44 of the ftate of flaves in the Weft Indies, 
44 and was much affe&ed at hearing that 
44 flavery was not confined to the captives 
44 fent off from Africa, but descended alfo to 
44 their children; fhe added. What muft you 
44 judge of me; you muft think me very 
44 bad, for I have juft been taking two flaves 
44 to the neighbouring factory, and I have 
44 left them there; but I wifh I could give 
44 up the trade altogether.** 

It appears from fome of the lateft accounts, 
that the travellers, who went to the Foulah 
country, profited much on their return to 
Freetown by her civility, their route having 
lain through the town of which fhe is mif¬ 
trefs. She has lately been learning the Ara¬ 
bic language, in order to extend her in¬ 
fluence. 

44 During the palaver occafioned by the 
44 death of the king’s fon, which was recently 
44 fpoken of, fome of the chiefs who had 
44 come to Freetown on the occafion, were 
44 carried to fee the fchools, and were much 
44 pleafed with an appearance fo novel to 
44 them, as that of three or four hundred 

o 44 children 
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u children engaged at their books. A head- 
<c man of fnperior information, began im- 
u mediafely to enter into treaty with one of 
<€ the teachers, wanting him to go up the 
<c country‘'to inftriuSt the youth of the town 
cc over which this head-man prefided.” Some 
other applications alinoft exactly , fimilar are 
mentioned. 

Three or four Nova Scotians are faid to be 
fettled up the river, who have large plan¬ 
tations of rice, land having been given them 
gratuitoufly by the natives. One of this party 
of fettlers is able to read, and a native who 
came down to Freetown, is noticed as having 
already, through his affiilance, made fome 
lmall proficiency in .learning to read alfo. 

The following extract from the official 
letter of the Governor and Council, will {hew 
the meafures taken on their part, with the 
view of giving inftrudlion to the natives, and 
alfo the fuccels Which has ‘followed. 

tc You will fee by the directions giyen to 
14 all the mailers of our veffels, that we have 
M miffed no opportunity of inviting all the 
44 chiefs on the neighbouring coail, to fend 
46 their fons hither for education, and the 
u invitation has been uniformly received 
44 with, expreffions of fatisfaction. A chief 
44 in the Rio Nunez has already fent his fqn 
44 hither, and feveral others from different 
44 parts only wait the approaching dry fear 
u fon, to accept of our offers. I n the tpwns 
“ belonging to the chiefs in this river, with 

“ whom 



w Whom we are connected, there $re very 
<c few children fit* to be fent to fchool; the 
“ few that are fit, we have now* with us, 
u and fome of them make a ,confiderable 
<c proficiency in reading. We have promifes 
M of many more from the chiefs in the Bunch 
u and Kokelle, (the upper branches of the 
“ Sierra Leone river), who are to come to 
Cf us in the courfe of the enfuing dry feafon. 
“ We had anticipated your advice with re- 
fpe& to a fchool at the plantation on the 
** Bulam fhore : one of the teachers has 
M agreed to refide there with his family, 
<c both as miflionaryand fchool mafter; and the 
<c cuftom has become already univerfal among 
“ the labourers on that iide, to abftain from 
work on Sunday.” The Directors under- 
ftand that there are now in the l'chools at 
Freetown, about twenty native children in 
all, a great proportion of whom are the fons 
of chiefs. It has been already noticed, that 
more than the fame number of native chil¬ 
dren are under inftru&ion on the Bulam fide 
of the river. 

The following very unhappy incident is 
mentioned with the view of fliewing the re¬ 
markable confidence of one of the natives in 
the Company:—“ Soon after the commence- 
t€ ment of the war, fome fhells which had 
“ been fent out, were about to be prepared 
“ for ufe by the a&ing engineer, who or- 
“ dered a Nova Scotian working under him, 
“ to put them near the fire, in order that 

02 . they 
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“ they might be dried. The Nova Scotian 
“ having done as he wan defired, proceeded 
44 in the abfence of the furveyor (or engineer) 

<c to load tjiem, and a fpark having got into 
44 one of them unperceived, the fhell burft as 
he was filling it, killed him on the fpot, 
44 and alfo killed the fon of a neighbouring 
44 chief, left but a few days before for educa- 
44 tion. The father of the boy was fent for, 
“ who, though affe&ed, was perfectly re- 
44 figned. Some of his words are faid to be 
44 nearly as follows: 44 Gentlemen, he was my 
“ only fon ; |I thought to have had him with 
44 you for his good, but God hath thought 
44 otherwife : I fee it was an accident; I do 
44 not blame you. Be not concerned about. 
44 its happening here, Jiad God wifhed him 
44 to live, he would have lived. In order to 
44 fhew you that I feel no ill will on account 
“ of this misfortune, I fhall fend my daughter 
** to be brought up in your fettlement.” 

A proof fhall now be added of the good 
underftanding that fubfifts between the natives 
and the Company, which cannot fail to afford 
peculiar fatisfa&ion to the proprietors. 

44 Two ftrange veffqls having appeared in 
c< fight, which were fufpe&ed to be French, 
44 the neighbouring king, or chief, (the fame 
“ perfon who caul’ed the difperfion of the firft 
“ cdlony, and alfo fet on foot the palaver 
“ which impeded the former eftablifhment of 
the prefent) fent a party of men to the af- 

44 fiftance of the Governor and Council, with 
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€t a meflage that he was himfelf about to fol- 
€< low with a further force, and that if it 
u Ihould be neceflary, he would *raife the 
“ whole country in the colony’s defence. 
“ When it was found that the veflels were 
4 * friendly, being prizes recently taken from 
u the French, the natives who had come to 
“ Freetown went away faying, Well, your 
4< friends are our friends, and your enemies 
“ fhall be our enemies.” The Directors have 
the fatisfadlion of adding, that the Company 
have hitherto been on very friendly terms 
with the furrounding natives in general. 

To the preceding information received from 
Sierra Leone, refpe&ing the general difpofi- 
tion of the natives, the Directors will add 
fome obfervations on*the chara&er of an indi¬ 
vidual African, who was placed for eighteen 
months under their own care in England. 

The late J. H# Naimbanna, fon of the 
former king of Sierra Leone, when at the 
fuppofed age of twenty-four, was induced, by 
the fuggeftions of a free black belonging to 
the firft body of fettlers from London, to de¬ 
termine on going over to England, with the 
view of acquiring an education ; intending 
to commit himfelf to the liberality of an 
Engliflx gentleman, to whom he had heard 
that the free black had been indebted for fome 
degree of fchooling. He was on the point of 
coming to an agreement with the mailer of a 
flave-veflel, who was to receive three Haves 
as the price of his paHage through the Weft 
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Indies hither, when a {hip fent out by the 
Sierra Leone Company to* explore the coun¬ 
try, arrived in Sierra Leone river. Having 
been brought by this veflel to England, he 
was placed under the care of two clergymen 
fucceflively, who have furnifhed the chief part 
of the information concerning him, which 

will now be communicated to the Court. 

/ 

A defure of knowledge wa c the predominant 
feature in his chara&er. His inftruttors have 
mentioned that he would continually urge 
them to prolong the time employed in reading 
together. He was alfo forward in declaring 
his obligations to every one who would aflift 
him in the acquifition of ufeful learning ; he 
would exprefs regret if he had been led into 
any company where the time had pafled away 
without improvement; and when it happened 
that he was left intirely to himfelf, he would 
employ not lefs than eight qr ten hours of the 
day in reading. Though the disadvantages 
arifing from the long negleCt of his mental 
faculties were‘apparent, he {hewed figns of 
very good natural fenfe; he had alfo a faculty 
at diftinguilhing characters ; and his mind, as 
might naturally be expe&ed, was ready to re-* 
ceive impreflions from thofe perfons of whom 
he had conceived a good opinion. He had 
few advantages of perfon, but he was uncom¬ 
monly pleating in his behaviour, {hewing 
much natural courtefy and even delicacy of 
manners; he was alfo of a kind and aff^c- 
* tionate difpolition. He was quick in all his 

feelings, 
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feelings, and his temper was occauonally 
warm, fome degree of jfcaloufy alfo entering 
into his character: in particular he was indif- 
pofed to anlwer queftions put to him by 
ftrangers concerning the ftate of his own 
country ; for he was apt to fufpeCt that they 
meant to draw comparifons between Eng¬ 
land and Sierra Leone, unfavourable to the 
character of the latter, and he would there¬ 
fore, on luch occafions, often turn the con¬ 
vention, by remarking, that a country fo un¬ 
favourably circumftanccd as Sierra Leone had 
hitherto been, was not to be fuppofed capable 
of having made any attainments worthy of 
being the fubjedt of converfation in Great 
Britain. 

The following anetdote will (hew (till more 
ftrongly the extreme fenfibility which he felt, 
when any circumftance arofe which touched 
the honour of his* country; and it will alfo 
explain the grounds of his peculiar jealoufy 
on this fubjeCh 

The name of a perfon having been men¬ 
tioned in his prefence, who was underftood 
by him to have publicly afierted fomething 
very degrading to the general chara&er of the 
Africans, he broke out into fome violent and 
vindictive language againft this perfon. He 
was immediately reminded of the Chriftian 
duty pf forgiving his enemies, upon which 
he anfwered nearly in the following words: 
“ If a man, faid he, fhould rob me of my 

money, I can forgive him; if a man fhould 
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** fhoot at me, or try to ftab me, I can for- 
€t give him; if a man fhould fell me and all 
* f my family to a flave-fhip, fo that we fhould 
44 pafs all \he reft of our days in flavery in 
44 the Weft Indies, I can forgive him; but 
41 (added he, rifing from his feat with much 
44 emotion) if a man takes away the charac- 
44 ter of the people of my country, I never 
44 can forgive him.” Being afked why he 
would not extend his forgivenefs to thofe who 
took away the character of his country, he 
anfwered, “ Jf a man fhould try to kill me, 
44 or fhould fell me and my family for flaves, 
“ he would do an injury to as many as he 
44 might kill or fell; but if any one takes 
44 away the character of black people, that 
44 man injures black people all over the world ; 
44 and when he has once taken away their 
44 character, there is robbing which h° may 
44 not do to black people e^jr after, TH. 
44 "man, for inftance, will beat black men, and 
44 fay, O, it is only a black man, why fhould 
44 not I beat him? That man will make llavc;. 
44 of black people; for when he has taken 
44 away their chara&er, he will fay, O, they 
44 are only black people, why fhould not I 
44 make them flaves? That man will take away 
44 all the people of Africa, if he can catch 
44 them; and if you afk him. But why do 
44 you take away all thefe people, he will fay, 
44 O, they are only black people, they are not 
44 like white people, why fhould not I take 
d 4 them ? That is the reafon why I cannot 

44 forgive 
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i{ forgive the man who takes away the cha- 
u rafter of the people of my country.” 

The improvement which he made during 
his refidence in England, was imevery refpedfc 
confiderable; though at the time when he ar¬ 
rived he laboured under the difadvantage of 
knowing but little of the Englifh language, he 
learnt, in the fpace of the year and half which 
he palled in England, to read very fluently, 
and to write a letter without much difficulty. 
The alteration which, during the fame time, 
took place gradually in his mind, was in the 
whole alfo very great. When he firft landed 
he had moll of the fame peculiarities of cha¬ 
racter which have been alcribed to the Afri¬ 
cans in general; he helieved in witchcraft, and 
he had no idea of forgiving injuries ; he had 
even endeavoured when he was in Africa to 
m?k himfelf, he exprefled it, as proud as 
he could. Bv fare his departure from Eng¬ 
land, his piiae, as well as his revengeful fpirit, 
had evidently l'ubfided, and* were become 
wrong and odious in his eyes: his belief in 
witchcraft had entirely left him, and he ap¬ 
peared to feel a confiderable degree of fear 
and diffidence, in refpeft to his own future 
conduct. His morals were pure, he had care¬ 
fully abftained from drunkennefs, even while 
he lived at Sierra Leone, and he (hewed, when 
he was in England, a very ftrong abhorrence 
both of profane converfation and every kind 
of vice; as appeared more particularly about 
the time of his departure, from the evident* 
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of foine (bribing and undeniable fa&s. That 
his mind was imprefled with religious prin¬ 
ciples, might be prefumed, in forne meafure, 
from ftveral of the preceding remarks: he 
paid great refpedt to the teachers of Chris¬ 
tianity, whom he wifhed much to invite over 
to his countiy ; he had alfo the utmofl reve¬ 
rence for the Scripture's, with which he had 
become very converfant, and he would dif-' 
courfe on religious lubje&s with much open- 
nefs and fimplicity; he was at the fame time 
free from enthufiafin. According to the ac¬ 
count of the inftrudtor with whom he parted 
the latter part of his time, he appeared to be' 
improving in every refpedt, when the news 
of his father king Naimbanna’s death arrived, 
and called him away fuddenvy to Sierra Leone. 
If the deplorable fituation of. his country, at 
the time when he left it, together with the 
change which had now arifen in his owft 
difp6litions and views be contemplated, it 
muft be evident that many new duties and 
obligations would be likely to fuggeft them- 
felves to his mind, and to excite a peculiar 
degree of anxiety when he was on the eve of 
his return. A few days before his embarka¬ 
tion, he converfed much with fome of his 
friends in England, concerning the line of 
conduct which it would be his duty to 
adopt after his arrival at Sierra Leone ; and 
it appeared that there was no perfonal 
facrifice which, if the principles of Chrif* 

* tianity 
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tianity required it, he was not prepared to 
make, • 

The Directors will here introduce an ex- 
trail from the difpatches of their Governor 
and Council, deferibing fome circumftances 
which arofc during his paflage, and giving 
the account of his death. 

“ According to the information of a fer- 
44 vant of the Company, who failed in the 
44 fame £hip with him, he had left Plymouth 
44 in perfect health, but as foon as he reached 
44 a warm climate he began to feel a flight 
44 compiaint in his throat, and occalional 
44 pains in his head; his mind Was at the 
44 fame time anxious and uneafy, for he was 
44 evidently difmayed at the prol'peft of thofe 
44 difliculties with which he expected that he 
44 fhouM have to combat after his return. 

Numberlefs w,ere the plans which he amu- 
44 fed himfelf with deviling, for the purpofe 
44 of fpreading Chriftianity, and opening the 
44 eyes of his rude countrymen; but he 
44 l'eemed conftantly to be tortured by the 
44 idea that fomething would obftrudl his 
44 deligns, and the dread of difappointment 
44 feemed to prefs upon him more Itrongly in 
44 proportion as he drew nigh to his native 
44 fhores; th^ heat alfo began to affedt him 
44 very violently,. and a fever enfued, which 
44 was attended with a delirium. In one of 
44 his lucid intervals, he defired the perfon. 

44 who 
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44 who gave this account, to affift him in 
44 making his will, by wfiich he entrufted 
44 his property to his brother, for the ufe of 
44 a young child his fon, and he introduced 
44 into the will an earneft requeft that his 
44 brother would exert every endeavour to 
44 put an end to the Slave Trade. When he 
44 reached Sierra Leone he was infenfible of 
44 every thing that pafled, and his life was 
* 4 defpaired of. His mother, together with 
44 fome younger branches of the family, came 
44 down to the Governor’s houfe, where lie 
44 was laid, and, after a few hours attendance 
44 on his dying bed, they faw him breathe 
44 his laft. ” The Governor and Council 
mention that nothing could exceed the agita¬ 
tion and diftrefs fliewn by'his mother on the 
event of his death. 

Thus terminated the days of this amiable 
and, enlightened African, from whofe exer¬ 
tions, if he had lived, the Company might 
have expedted the moft important and exten¬ 
sive Services. It may be remarked however, 
that, notwithftanding his untimely and much 
to be lamented death, he has rendered at 
leaft one important Service to his country, by 
furniftiing a memorable inftance of the effedt 
of education on the mind of Africans, and a 
moft encouraging and happy omen in favour 
of his benighted countrymen. 

Two Africans, of whom the eldeft is about 
eighteen years old, are now in England, 
* where 
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where they are receiving their education* 
under the directions of the Company; the 
. one is the fon of the prefent king of Sierra 
Leone; the other of a chief wljo lives very 
near to Freetown. The Directors will only 
remark concerning thefe young perfons, that 
they advance regularly in their learning, and 
that although they are faid to be different 
from each other in their tempers, they both 
appear to be fully equal to Europeans of their 
own age, in point of talents and natural un¬ 
demanding. 


The Directors have now laid before the 
Court the whole of the information which 
they have to offer; they have ftated briefly 
the hiftory of the fettlement, together with 
the expenfes of Sftablilhing it, and the gene¬ 
ral fituation of the funds of the Company. 
They have alfo’fpoken under diftinCt heads 
of the climate of Sierra Leone, of the mea- 
fures taken with a view to trade, and of the 
progrefs made in cultivation, and, finally, of 
the opening profpeCts of civilization: they 
have had the fatisfa&ion of fiiewing, in the 
concluding part of the laft and principal 
head, that many chiefs on the African coaft 
are difpofed to co-operate in the general de- 
figns of the Company; that a connexion is 
alfo courted by the Foul ah as well as other* 
nations ; that fome of the paths into the in¬ 
terior 
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teriof of Africa, which had been clofed 
through the wars, have baen lately opened; 
that proje&s of further difcovery have been 
fet on foot and that while all thefe pro- 
mifing circumftances have been taking place, 
the Slave Trade has been materially declining, 
feveral factories having been broken up, and 
many {laves, who have been returned, or 
withheld for want of a market, having been 
added to the productive labourers of the 
country. 

From the advantages which have been 
reaped during this temporary declenfion of 
the Slave Trade, the Directors are naturally 
led to the contemplation of the bleffings 
which are to be looked for on the event of 
its total abolition. Whenever that happy 
period {hall come, when the peace of Africa, 
inftead of being fufpended*as it is now on 
the event of the war in Europe, fhall be 
mdre permanently fecured and provided for 
through the final termination of this traffic, 
confequences very fimilar indeed to thofe 
which have arifen during the fufpenfion of 
the Slave Trade, but far more important and 
extenfive, are obvioufly to be expedted: a 
{kill greater fpring will then no doubt be 
given to African induftry; the native chiefs, 
having no other means of fupplying their 
want of European goods, will refort to re¬ 
gular trade and induftry, not partially and as 
a matter of preference as they do now, but 
. generally 
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generally andofneceflity; and the European 
flave-fa&ories, which have been hitherto > the 
greateft impediments to civilization, and, the 
principal fupport of all the t^ore diflolute 
kings and, chiefs, will at the fame time alto* 
gether ceafe. 

When this sera (hall arrive, an sera which 
the Directors can by no means allow them- 
felves to confider as diftant, it feerns pror 
bable that the inftitution of the . Sierra Leone 
Company may acquire much additional im¬ 
portance, and that the advantages of having 
already planted a Britifh colony on the Af¬ 
rican coaft, may prove to be extremely great. 
It will undoubtedly be then the duty of the 
Directors in all refpeCts to avail themfelves of 
the opportunities which will arife, both by 
extending their own commerce, by luggelling 
plans of cultivation to the chiefs, and by 
endeavouring alfo to eftablifli fchools, to hip- 
ply inftruCtors, *and to promote the intro¬ 
duction* of Chriftianity into Africa, fo far as 
the influence of the Sierra Leone Company 
may reach. 

The Directors will now clofe this Report, 
and they truft that all the circumftances ftated 
in the courfe of it being duly weighed, they 
fhall not be thought to have either failed 
eflentially in the requifite exertions, or to 
have made an improper ufe of the confidence 
repofed in them by the Proprietors. The 

anxiety. 
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anxiety of the Directors, and indeed their 
labour alfo, have been occafionally confider- 
able; but tthefe have been amply compen-. 
fated by reflections on the magnitude of that 
caufe in which they have found themfelves 
engaged, and by the continually improving 
profpeft of being able, by the blefling of 
Providence, to lay fome foundation for the 
future happinefs of a Continent, which has 
hitherto derived nothing but mifery from its 
intercourfe with Great Britain. 


APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX* 


THE Directors think proper to in¬ 
troduce the following account of the Natural 
Productions of Sierra Leone, by way of Ap¬ 
pendix, being the* fubftance of two Reports 
made to them by Mr* Afzelius, their Bo- 
tanift. 


ANIMALS. 

Quadrupeds*— -Thofe which are tame 
and are ufed for food, are Cattle, Sheep, 
Goats, Hogs, Ducks, Turkies, and Fowls. 

Cattle thrive well, and even grow fat, but 
not fo commonly as in Europe. There are 
a number of Bulls, Oxen, and Cows grazing 
in the Savannahs. 

Sheep aifume a very ftrange appearance, 
changing their fine woollen coat into rough 

p hairs, 
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hairs, refembling that of goats: they feem to 
fuffer from the heat, are commonly lean, and 
do not increafe much. Gbats and Hogs, on 
the contrary, are very prolific, and grow as 
fine and as Sarge as in any other countries. 
The fcttlement is fuppofed to be fufficiently 
flocked with thefe animals. 

Fowls multiply to an amazing number; 
and Ducks, particularly Mufcovy Ducks, 
thrive; but common Gecfc and Turkics have 
not anfwered the Company’s expectations, 
probably for want of proper management. 

Porcupines, Wild Hogs, Squirrels, and An¬ 
telopes, may alio be clalfed among the ani¬ 
mals found at Sierra Leone fit for food. 
The fkin of the latter appears to be proper 
for gloves. 

Some few Affes, which have been fent to 
the colony, are made ufefql for the purpofes 
of labour, and do not fuffer by the climate ; 
though they are not equal to Mules. 

The Bealls of prey are Lions, Leopards, 
Hyaenas, Mulk Cats, and many kinds of 
Weazels, which lall are very dellru&ive of 
poultry. The fkins of fome of thefe might 
be of ufe in a commercial view. There are 
two fpecics of Mufk Cats at Sierra Leone, 
the Civet and the Zibeth Cat, from which an 
inferior fort of Mulk may be obtained; the 
latter produces the better mulk of the two. 

To the article of Quadrupeds lhould be 
add^d the Japanzee, or Chimpanzee, common 
* in 
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m the mountains, an animal more nearly re¬ 
lated to the human race than even the Ou- 
rang Outang. Of two that were brought 
alive into the colony, one died* foon, the 
other being older lived fome Aionths. He 
was nearly two feet high, but thofe which are 
full grown are nearly live feet in height: he 
was covered with black hair, long and thick 
on the back, but Ihort and thin on the breaft 
and belly: his face was bare; his hands and 
his head refembled thofe of an old black man, 
except that the hairs on his head were ftraight: 
he ate, drank, and llept, and fate at table, after 
the fame manner as a human being: at firft 
he crawled on all fours, always walking on 
the outfide of his hands ; but when grown 
larger, he endeavoured to go ere&, lupporting 
himfelf by a ftick,* which he carried in his 
hand. He feemed to be of a melancholy 
difpofition, but was always goodnatured, 
doing no perfon* any injury. This fpecies 
of Ape, although not entirely unknown in 
Europe, has ufually been confounded with 
that of other Apes. 

Birds. —Ofthefe; the Directors have as 
yet received no perfect account. It is men¬ 
tioned that there is a Crane of an extraordi¬ 
nary appearance, which becomes very tame, 
and is reckoned very good food. 

Amphibious Animals. —Of this kind 
there are Green Turtles, and thofe called 
Hawk's Bill, or Loggerheads, which are both 
very common, and fometimes of an immenfe 

p 2 fize/ 
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fize, Weighing feveral hundred pounds. Frefh- 
water Turtles, and Land Turtles, are to be 
found at Sierra Leone; the latter in great 
abundance ; and it is thought that they might 
be imported into England to good profit. 
Crocodiles, or Alligators, of a non-defcript 
fpecies, ten or twelve feet in length, have 
been found; and Lizards of fix fpecies, among 
which are the Guava and the Camel eon. 
Snakes are almoft innumerable; they haunt 
the houfes during the night in fearch of poul¬ 
try, of which they are very fond ; the larged 
yet difcovered meafured eighteen feet, which 
did not prove venemous, but was of that 
kind which fwallow their prey entire. 

Insects are very numerous; the greater 
part of them &re exceedingly beautiful, and 
are non-defcripts. The moft remarkable are 
the Termites, which deftroy wooden houfes 
and fences ; Ants, which deftroy provifions ; 
Cockroaches and Crickets, * which deftroy 
clothes, linen, and more efpecially leather; 
Mufquitos, Sandflies, Scorpions, Tarantulas, 
and Centipedes; alfo wild Bees, which furnifh 
plenty of wax and honey. The Vermes are 
little known; the Barnacles are very large, 
and injurious to veffels not copper-bottomed. 

Fishes are in great variety, both in the 
fea and the river. The Spermaceti Whale 
has been occafionally found at Sierra Leone, 
but it is met with ’more frequently down the 
coaft. Befides the Whale, as well as the 
Shark, Stinging-Ray, and Porpoife, there are 

■ Eels, 
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Eels, Horfe-Mackarel, Tarpoons, Cavillos, 
Mullets, Snappers, Yellowtails, Oldmaids, 
Tenpounders, an 3 fome other filhes, all of 
which, except the Eels and Tenpounders, are 
efteemed fine eating. Oyfters are found in 
great abundance* There is alfo another fhell 
filh, which the natives ufe for food. Among 
the Zoophites none is more worthy of notice 
than the common Spunge, which covers all 
the fandy beaches of the Sierra Leone river, 
particularly thofe on the Bulam thore. This 
Spunge would fetch a high price in Great 
Britain. 


VEGETABLES. 

Of efculent vegetables Rice occupies the 
firft place, as it is the chief of the plants culti¬ 
vated at Sierra Ledhe, and the ftaple commo¬ 
dity of the country, forming, when boiled 
and feafoned with pepper, the principal food 
of the inhabitants, the lower clafs of whom 
fubfift almoft entirely upon it. Although this 
plant profpers bell in low and inundated places, 
it will thrive alfo on elevated land, though in 
common with other plants of the aquatic kind, 
it will in that cafe grow fmaller and thinner, 
producing at the fame time better and more 
nutritious grain. Of this quality is the rice 
now found on the eminences of Sierra Leone, 
while on the plains of the Bulam'fhore, and 
other fuch tracts, it grows as luxuriantly as 
in Carolina, and if a proper apparatus were 
employed, it might by equal care, be ren- 

p 3 dered 
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dered equally white ; but at prefent, through 
the negligence of the natives, both the rice 
intended for their own consumption, and that 
for trade, 'retains part of the brownilli bran, 
or rind. Tffe Rice fields are prepared during 
the dry feafon, and receive the feed in the 
tornado feafon, which is antecedent to the 
rains ; but the feafons varying in different 
years, the time for lowing is irregular. In 
the year i792, Rice was fown in June, and 
reaped in October. 

2. Gaffava, or Caffada, This conftitutes, 
after Rice, the chief food of the inhabitants, 
and the culture of it requires time and care. 
It fucceeds beft in fandy and open places. 
In the courfe of three or four months after 
it has been planted the roots grow fit for ufe, 
and are often eaten in their raw ftate. The 
natives do not reap the whole harveil at once, 
but dig up a few roots as they want them ; 
but after the approach of the. fucceeding rainy 
feafon they clear the whole held, never ex¬ 
tending their plantations beyond the fuppofed 
exigencies of a hngle year. The natives 
fometimes make cakes of Caffada, which 
though dry, are well tailed and extremely 
white : they alfo boil or roaft this article. A 
kind of ale might poffibly be prepared from 
it, as is done by the Arawafks of Surinam., 

3. Yamft Thefc refemble potatoes, and 

are a good fubftitute for them, being dry, 
farinaceous, and nutritious. Though elfe- 
where there are many fpecies of Yams, there 
‘ is 
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is. but one in Sierra Leone ; the largeft root 
in the Company’s gardens weighed only about 
four pounds, the foil being probably too hard 
for it. The natives do not beftcfw fo much 
pains on the culture of Yams As on that of 
Caflada. The only way in which they, as 
well as the fettlers, prepare them for eating, 
is by boiling and fometimes roafting them ; 
but Yams might be made either into flour or 
(larch ; perhaps even a good fpirituous liquor 
might be diftilled from them. 

4. Sweet Potatoes. Thefe are good and 
ufeful roots, in no particular, however, re- 
fembling the true potatoes. The natives boil 
them, but in the colony they are roafted, and 
they are alio made into a kind of bread, which 
is nutritious, and of a tolerably good tafte. 
Sweet Potatoes thrive beft in a loofe foil, 
but the natives are as inattentive to the manner 
of cultivating them as to that of Yams. The 
leaves boiled make a good difli on the table, 
and afford an excellent nourifhment for (heep, 
goats, or pigs. 

5. Ground Nuts. Thefe are eaten by the 
natives, either raw or roafted. 

6* Eddoes. Though abundant they are 
not fo much ufed as they deferve to be ; the 
leaves, if they are young, are as good as 
fpinnach ; and the roots, when boiled, re¬ 
ferable chefnuts. They are fit for ufe when 
three months old, but are beft after four or 
five months growth. 

7 and 8. Country Potatoes of two different 

v 4 forts- 





( * 3 * ) 

forts; namely, firft, Ajuck, a round rdof, 
fomewhat bigger than a hazel nut, found in 
abundance in low places, <with a long Item, 
which creeps round it on the ground; its 
tafte is better* than that of fweet potatoes, and 
it is lefs folid. And fecondly, Abunck, which 
grows on the branches of the tree in a ftrange 
manner, and is a lingular excrefcence of an 
irregular, angular, and tuberous lhape. It 
taftes fomewhat like Sweet Potatoes. 

9. Oil Palm. A common, handfome, and 
ufeful tree, indicating a good foil. It fup- 
plies the inhabitants with oil, wine, and food. 
The wine in appearance perfe&ly refembles 
whey, has a good tafte when frelh, but is 
apt to ferment and grow four, and to change 
in three or four days to the ftrongeft vinegar, 
of a difagreeable fmeli, .It is collected by 
tapping the tree. The oil is obtained from 
the fruit, which is of the fize of a hazel nut, 
confifting of a hard kernel,, enclofed in a 
thick, fat, and oleaginous matter, covered 
with a thin fkin, which diffolves and yields 
the oil, which is ufed by the natives by way 
of butter to their rice. This oil, tnough 
liquid at firft, in a fhort time hardens, and 
turns rancid: a fuperior oil is made, though 
in fmali quantities, tijp bruifmg and boiling 
the kernels in water. The interior and me¬ 
dullary fubftance of the top of young Palm 
trees being boiled in water, forms a difh 
refembling Cabbage; the leaves ferve the 
natives for bafkets. 


10 & 
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io and II. Plantains and Bananas. Thefe 
grow very commonly, and are two ufeful 
trees, nearly relateS to the Palm. The fruit 
of the Plantains is larger than tfiat of the 
Bananas, more regular, bent at tke bafe, and 
fewer in each clutter, harder, and lefs lufeious; 
it is eaten raw, boiled, or roafted. Bananas 
are among the fuperior fruits of this country, 
foft and fweet, and generally eaten raw: 
above one hundred grow in a clutter. The 
leaves are employed for various economical 
purpofes ; and the fibres of them are ufed in 
fome places for thread. 

12. Papaw. A fine fruit of a deep green, 
but when ripe of a yellow colour. This is 
eaten raw, but makes a good difh when boiled; 
the leaves are ufed for wafhing inftead of foap, 
the hollow ftalks fox' pipes, and ropes may be 
made of the bark. • 

13. Guavas. Some green fruit of this kind 
has been difeovered in a neighbouring bay. 

14 and 15. Orange and Lime Trees. Thefe 
are very common in their wild ftate, bearing 
ripe fruit throughout the year, though not in 
equal abundance at all feafons. The Oranges 
are excellent, and better, at leaft larger, than 
thofe brought to Eurong. Some Lemons, 
planted a long time ago By the Portuguefe in 
the neighbourhood of the fettlement, have 
degenerated fo much as alinoft to refemble 
Limes. 

16. Pumpions or Pumpkins. Thefe are 
to be found wild wherever the ground is 

loofe; 
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loofe ; fome of them grow to the length of 
fifty feet, but the fruit, pn an average, do 

not attain, to the fame fize as in Europe, 

though they are more folid. They are ufed 
for pies and puddings, and may be had 

throughout the year. 

17, 18, 19, 20. Squafh, Water Melon, 
Cucumber, and Mufk Melon. Thefc four 
lpecies arrive at the greateft perfection, and 
by proper care might be made to l'urpafs 
thole of European growth. The lirft fettlcrs' 
found on their arrival no Water Melons, but 
took the feeds with them. 

21. Pine Apples. Thefe are far better 
flavoured than thofe of Europe, but tougher 
in the middle. They are to be found all the 
year growing wild in the woods, and on 
declivities in the neighbourhood of water ; 
they are alfo planted by the natives near their 
towns. 

' 22. Pigeon Pea. This Is a good whole- 
fome pulfe, and is drefled in the fame man-' 
ner as Englilh peas or beans. Thefe peas 
grow wild in the Ikirts of woods, and in old 
Rice and Caffada fields, and may be had 
throughout the year. 

23. Maize or Injjian Corn. This is culti¬ 
vated more on the Bulam fhore than near 
Freetown ; it requires but three months to 
ripen it, fo that feveral harvells are afforded 
in one year. The grain is boiled in fait 
water, or roafted in the ear and eaten with 
butter, but fometimes it is eaten raw. The 

natives 
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natives of the Gold Coaft bruife it and 
make puddings of it. Goats and cattle eat 
the leaves with avidity. 

24. Millet of two kinds. Tljis is found 
wild and ufed for poultry; the ftalks of the 
larger fort contain a fweet and refrelhing 
juice. 

25. Cocoa Trees grow in Sherbro, where 
they have been planted. The fruit is either 
eaten raw or made into pies. 

26. Cafliew Nuts, according to Lieutenant 
Matthews, were introduced by the Europeans, 
but none have been feen at Sierra Leone, ex¬ 
cept thofe brought over from the Bulam Ihore. 

27. Okras. The fruit of a little tree re- 
fembling the Englilh Seatree Mallows, very 
common at Sierra Leone. The pods put 
into foup render it* gelatinous and highly 
nourishing ; the leaves boil like Spinnach. 

28. Sugar Canes. Thefe have been found, 
though not in greftt quantities, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Sierra Leone ; they are fuppofed 
to be of a ‘ good quality, and probably will 
thrive exceedingly, as foon as the land in 
which they have been planted lhall have been 
fome time in cultivation. 

29. Butter and Tallow Tree. This is 
common in low lands about Freetown ; it 
abounds with a juice refembling Gamboge 
in taint and durability, which exudes after 
the lead: laceration, and becomes more coagu¬ 
lated, vifeous, and of a darker colour. The 
wood of this tree is firm, and feems adapted 
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to various economical purpofes. The fruit is 
nearly oval, about twice jhe fize of a man’s 
fift ; the jrind is thick, pulpy, and of a plea- 
fant acid ; ( in the infide are found from five 
to nine feeds, of the fize of a Walnut, con¬ 
taining an oleaginous matter, extracted by 
the natives, and ufed with their rice or other 
food. 

30. Tamarinds. Of thefe there is a great 
variety. The Velvet Tamarind and com¬ 
mon Tamarind grow plentifully on the ifland 
of Bananas. Befides thefe there are White 
Tamarinds, which being of an indifferent 
tafte are much negleded, but the tree is 
valuable for many purpofes. There are alfo 
Brown Tamarinds, which are fweet and 
highly efteemed. There is alfo a hard and 
infipid fruit refembling a Tamarind, eaten by 
the natives, which they call Maffino. 

31. Figtree. The fruit of this tree, which 
fcarcely exceeds a hazel nift in fize, is agree¬ 
able like other figs, but it can hardly be 
eaten, owing to the number of fmall infe&s 
with which it is commonly filled. 

32. Country Figs. Thefe in no refped 
refemhle the true Figs, except in the number 
of their gritty feeds. This fruit is of the 
fize of an apple, nearly round, and agreeable 
to the tafte; when fufficiently ripe refembling 
the European Strawberry. The tree is new 
and non-defcript; it is found growing in the 
belt foil in the woods. 


33. Hog 
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33* Hog Plums. Thefe are rather fmaller 
than European Pltpns, of a yellow colour, 
and not unpleafant flavour, though foine- 
what infipid: the natives arc very fond of 
them. The tree on which they grow has, 
in fome refpeft, the appearance of the Afh. 

34. Country Plums. Of thefe there are 
many kinds, befides thofe juft mentioned. 
They contain generally one or more kernels; 
they are commonly of the fize of an hazel 
nut. As the difference in the feveral forts is 
incondderable, it may be fufficient to men¬ 
tion the names of feven fpecies, which are, 
1 ft, Befabis—2d, Drap—3d, Abooke—4th, 
Machai, or Mackanter—5th, Magint—6th, 
Malinta—7th, Wanibe. There are certainly 
many more not yet particularly known. 

35. Country Grapes. Thefe are round 
and black, of an steid and acrid tafle; they 
might certainly be improved, but never fo as 
to refemble grapes, for they belong to a 
genus totally different. 

36. Sorrel. This contains an acid fimilar 
to that of real Sorrel, but refembles it in 
no other refpedt. The plant is common 
enough. 

37. Calceloo. A plant which affords the 
beft fubftitute for Spinnach, if properly 
dreffed ; it grows in cleared grounds, and an 
abundance of it indicates a good foil: natives, 
Europeans, and fettlers agree in commend¬ 
ing it. 

38. Purflain. 
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38. Purflain. A very common plane on 
liills near the fhore. It appears above ground 
three days after having been fown. It is 
faid, when bruifed, to have been applied to 
frefh wounds with fuccefs. 

39. Maunnee Apple. There is a well 
known and much efteemed fruit of this fort 
in the Weft Indies ; but that of Sierra Leone 
is of a different fpecies, though no way 
inferior in fize or flavour to the Weft Indian 
Apple of the fame name. 

40. 41, 42. Cainito, Bumelia, and Icaco 
or Pigeon Plums. Three Welt Indian fruits. 
The laft is rather inlipid, but improves 
greatly by cultivation. 

43, 44. Antidefma, of the fame tafte with 
Red Currants, and Mantanka, being alfo 
tolerably good. 

45. Country Cherries. « Thefe furpafs all 
the fruits of Sierra Leone ; a fine Nectarine 
is. the fruit to which a Country Cherry can 
beft be compared. 

46. The Bread Fruit Tree. This has, at 
a diftance, the appearance of an old Apple- 
tree. A fpecies of it grows plentifully on 
the Bulam fhore, and in low and fandy 
places. The fruit is about the fize of an 
Apple, and when frelh is exceedingly good 
and nutritious, having almoft the fame tafte 
as gingerbread, but it lofes much of its flavour 
when old. 

47. The Cream Fruit. This is ftill larger 
and quite round : there are always two of 

the 
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the Fruits united together and hanging down 
at the end of a fmall branch ; when wounded 
they yield a quarftity of fine white juice, 
refembling fugar, or the beft milk*; the na¬ 
tives are very fond of it, and ufe it to quench 
their third. The tree is very lofty, and 
grows in abundance, particularly on the Iflands 
of Plantains. 

There is a fet of plants called by the 
Botanids Amomum, which all partake of a 
fpicy nature, in a different degree, and are 
of three divifions. To the fird belongs that 
fpecies, the virtue of which is contained in 
the roots, and generally called Gingers. To 
the feeond, that of which the virtue lies in 
the fmall feeds, fuch as Grains of Paradifc, 
or Malaguctta Pepper. The third is that 
fpecies which has »n aromatic flavour in its 
feeds, and called Cardamoms. The true 
Ginger grows in the Sufee country, though 
not yet found in Sierra Leone. Malaguetta 
Pepper is found of four different forts; id, 
Maboobo, the feeds of which are pretty large, 
oblong, and of an agreeable but weak fla¬ 
vour. 2d, Maflaaba, fmaller than the pro¬ 
ceeding, but otherwife much like it; the 
pulp in the pod, when freih, is of a fine 
acid. 3d, Mafia Amquona, the feeds of 
which are of the fame nature as thofe lad 
mentioned, but rather more angular and 
pungent; the leaves and flems are endowed 
with the fined aroma, both in refpeft to 

feent 
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fcent and tafte. 4th, Toffan, which isHhc 
native and true IVIalaguetta Pepper of Africa, 
and Grains of Paradife of the {hops. It 
excels all other kinds in pungency. 

A new fpecies of Nutmeg, different from 
all others, has been difcovered ; but whether 
it is as good as the common fort it is at this 
time difficult to afcertain. 

Coffee trees are found of two different 
fpecies, both non-delcript; but whether of 
any ufe is not yet afeertained. 

Piper Ethiopicum. A well-known fpice, 
grows on lofty trees, in great abundance on 
the mountains. It is ul'ed both by fettlers 
and natives inftead of Black Pepper. 

Mabeck. A fine fpice, though not very 
pungent, the virtue of which is principally 
in the hulk, is ufed by the natives for many 
medicinal purpofes. The «tree is high and 
valuable. 

*Barreliera. A fmall plant with the fame 
feent as Thyme, and might be ufed for the 
fame purpofes. 

Tomatos, with which the natives feafon 
their rice, are angular and red. It is thought 
that Capficums grow wild, and that from the 
great demand for them in England, they 
might be worth cultivation. 

Medicinal Plants.—Cola is a famous 
fruit, highly efteemed by the natives^ to 
which they attribute the fame virtues as to 
Peruvian Bark. It is ufed for the fame pur- 
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pofes by the Portuguefe, who fend out fmali 
veftels along the coaft to colled all the Cola 
they can get. , 

Peruvian Bark. Of this a new fort has 
been difeovered, which may perhaps prove 
as ufeful as the other: the natives ufe it for 
the fame purpofes. 

Caftor Oil. The bufli which produces the 
nuts from which this oil is exprefled, grows 
every where in Sierra Leone. 

Caflia of the Cane. The African fpecies 
is nearly related to that of the Weft Indies, 
and will not, it is thought, be found lefs 
ufeful. 

With refped to Dyes, Yellow may be ex¬ 
tracted from the Butter fruit tree, and Blue 
from Indigo. Blacjc and Red may alfo be 
obtained from other plants. Gum Copal and 
Gum Senega, ufitally fold in the fhops for 
Gum Arabic, are among the chief gums on 
the coaft. 

The True Cotton grows plentifully in 
Sierra Leone, as does the Silk Cotton among 
other Cocton fruits. 

The natives ufe the back of the Mahant 
for ropes and whips, and the roots of the 
famous Mangrove for bas in making mats. 

Common Tobacco grows at Sierra Leone, 
but the natives do not cultivate it. 

No report having been made by the Com¬ 
pany’s Mineralogift, the Directors are not 

prepared 
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prepared to offer any particular fpecification 
of the Minerals found at Sierra Leone. 


After reading the REPORT, the General Court 
“ Resolved, 

££ That this Court doth approve 
££ of the Proceedings of the Chairman and Court of 
“ Directors j and return its Thanks to them for the 
tc great Zeal , Ajfiduity , and Ability with which they 
“ have conduced the affairs of the Company :—and 
a that the Report [as the Directors may think proper 
l£ to revife the fame ] be printed for the ufe of the 
££ Proprietors 
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SUBSTANCE 


’ OF THE 


REPORT 


OF THE 

COURT OF DIRECTORS . 


T % 

HE Directors have thought it proper 
to call the prefent Court with the view 
of laying before the Proprietors the account 
which they have ‘received of a calamity which 
has been fuftained by the Colony at Sierra 
Leone, through the depredations made by a 
French Squadron, which has very lately and 
unexpectedly appeared in that quarter.—The 
Directors will lay before the Court a detailed 
account of the chief occurrences which pafled 
from day to day during the period to which 
they allude; they will add fome genera} 
obfervations made by their Governor and 
Council fome weeks* after the calamity; and 
they will then mention the fteps which 
the Directors have already taken, or are pro-. 

a z 
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ceeding to take, in order to relieve the fi$f- 
ferings pf their fervants, and in order to put 
their eftablifhment on that footing which may 
ftill afford the means of aceomplifhing the 
great objects of this inftitution; and which 
may at the fame time accord with the prelent 
circumftances of the Company. 

“Onthe 27th September, 1794,late in the 
evening, fome alarm was excited in the Colony 
by the firing of two heavy guns at lea. After an 
anxious night, on the 28th, as foon as it was 
light, the Company’s fervants were able to 
count feven or eight fail, and could diftinguilh 
the Englilh colours in them all. About nine 
o’clock they could dilcern that the fleet con- 
fifted of one two-decker, feveral large armed 
fhips, and two armed brigs^ It was agreed, that 
if they Ihould prove enemies/ refiftance to fuch 
fuperior force would only be an idle wafte of 
lives, and that it might ulfo render the 
terms of capitulation lefs favouiable. It was 
then confidered whether an attempt Ihould 
be made to fave any part of the Company’s 
property: to this meafure the objections 
were, F'trjl , that there was little probability 
of having the buildings preferved, unlels the 
Company’s fervants Ihould remain on the 
fpot; and it was obvious that they, could 
not remain with fafety if it Ihould be l^nown 
that any property was feoreted. Secondly, that 
no veffels could be employed in the re¬ 
moval of goods, as all their motions could 

now 
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naw be feen, fince the fleet Was already corft- 
ing in. Thirdly H ihaX flnce the property mud 
be delivered to a number of individuals, in 
order to its removal, there would be great 
difficulty in recovering it; and that the chances 
were very much in favour of its being an 
Englifh fleet, in which cafe the removal 
would be produ&ive of nothing but lofs: 
the wind alfo was at this time fair; the tide 
flowing; and there was hardly time either for 
deliberation or execution. In about half an 
hour fome men in one of the frigates were 
feen pointing a gun into the piazza of the 
Governor’s houfe; and the fhot began flying 
over the town in a few minutes after.— 
The colours were immediately (truck, and a 
flag of truce was held out; but the firing ftill 
continued, feveral grape and mufquet (hot 
falling into the piazza. It appears that a 
black child was killed, and two black fettlers 
were feverely Wounded. 

The French, after they had been hailed 
and aflfured that the Colony had furrendered, 
defifted from firing. Soon after ten o'clock 
* they began to land, and a fervant of the Com¬ 
pany was" $t the fame time fent to invite the 
commanding officer to the Governor’s houfe. 
A number of Frenchmen were found to have 
already entered into the great (lore, as well 
as two principal houfes, where they were 
already pillaging and deftroying whatfoev-er 
they met with. The officer was too much 
engaged to attend to "the invitation imme- 

a 3 diatefy; 
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diately; but one Newell, an American Slave 
Captain, (who had before had a difpute with 
the Governor, and who had piloted the 
French velfeto into the river) being attended 
by half a dozen Frenchmen, came to the 
Governor’s houfe, almoft foaming with rage, 
prefented a piftol to the Governor, and with 
many oaths demanded inflant fatisfadtion.— 
The Governor anfwered, that fince he was 
no longer mailer of his own actions, the Slave 
Captain mult now take fuch fatisfadtion as he 
judged equivalent to his claims. This man 
afterwards became fo outrageous, that the 
Governor thought it prudent to requeft from 
the French officer a fafe condudt on board the 
Commodore's ihip, which was granted; and 
he alfo defired to have a guard for his own 
houfe, which the officer profefled an inten¬ 
tion to give. 

The Governor, when he was on board the 
French ihip, exprefled to the Captain his 
furprife at the proceedings which had taken 
place, and obferved, in civil terms, that he 
had hoped to iind in Frenchmen a generous 
enemy; but that on the contrary the Colony' 
had been dealt with in a manner which he 
believed was unufual, except in places taken 
by itorm. The firft words ipoken by the 
Captain were, ie Have you removed any 
property ? ” The Governor allured him he 
had not. M Be careful,’* returned he, u of 
what you fay to me; for if I ihall find after 
this that you have removed any thing, I ihall 

make 
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mike you fuffer, and there (hall not be a hut 
lem in the place/’ The Governor repeated 
his affurance: on which he was told to make 
himfelf eafy, fince all farther pillage (hould 
be prevented. The Captain however would 
make no written engagement; and he faid 
in the fame breath* that if the feamen and 
foldiers were difpofed to plunder* he could 
not. prevent them. He alfo added, that it was 
his intention to burn every houfe in the place 
belonging to Engli/htncn . The Governor 
made ufe of many arguments in order to 
difluade him, and alfo reprefented the nature 
of the Eftablifliment in fuch a manner as 
feemed likely to intereft his feelings; but it 
was all to no purpofe : Newell, the American 
Slave Captain, who was joined by another 
American, a Slave Trader, of the name of 
Mariner, appearing to have prejudiced the 
minds of the French, the Governor endea¬ 
voured to expofd the unworthy motives which 
both thefe men might be fuppofed to have for 
vilifying the Company, and his obfervatiohs 
feemed to gain fome credit; but all applica¬ 
tions urged on behalf of the Colony con¬ 
tinued to be ineffectual, the conftant, reply 
being, * “ Citoyen cela peut bien etre, mais 
encore vous etes Anglois.” The cafe of the 
black fettlers was then reprefented, who, 
though not Englifhmen, were (haring the 
fame fate with the Company’s fervants; -the 
houfes of the former being alfo broken into 
and pillaged. Strong proteftations were made 

* “Citizen, that may be true, but ftill you are Englifhmen.” 

a 4 ‘ *>y. 
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by the French officer of his friendly inten* 
tions with refpe£t to the blacks; but it Mas 
hinted as before, that there was no poffibility 
of retraining the foldiery. A folemn afliir- 
ance was however given, that the fettlers 
houfes (hould be faved from fire* A demand 
for feverab articles was urged by the Governor, 
on the ground of their being neceflary to 
keep the people alive; fuch as wearing appa¬ 
rel, provifions, medicines, &c. all which he 
was induced to hope at the time that the 
officer would allow. A propofal to ranfom 
the place was alfo made, but in vain. 

The feene which Freetown now exhi¬ 
bited was in every refpeft diftreffing. Of the 
crew of the French (hip, fomc were carrying 
away great loads of goods on their backs; 
Others were gathering themfelves round a calk 
of wine, which they were drinking without 
any reftraint. Leman, a black fettler, who 
had been fome time before imprifoned for 
felling a man as a Have, was feen drelTed out 
in a laced fuit of clothes, intended for one of 
the African Chiefs, and was exulting that he 
had now got his liberty. Mariner, the Ame¬ 
rican, had alfo adorned himfelf with fome 
fpoils from the houfe of the Company’s Sur¬ 
veyor, and was heard vowing deftru&ion to 
the place, and every individual in it, if fome 
runaway (laves of a perfon with whom he 
had lived, were not reftored. He alfo re¬ 
lated how .the fettlers had formerly followed 
him into his boat with Hones: “ But now, faid 

he, 



9 .’ • 

hq. I fliall glut myfelf with revenge.” All the 

homes were by thjs timte filled with Frenchmen, 

who deftroyed whatever they foijnd in them 

which they could not convert «to their own 

ufe, while feveral other parties were fcouring 

the town in queft of ftock: of which the 

definition on this and the following day was 

extremely great. In the Governor’s yard 

alone, 14 dozen of fowls were killed; and the 

number of hogs deftroyed, in all parts of the 

town, was not lefs than twelve hundred. The 

books of the Company’s library were fcat- 

tered about, and defaced; and if they bore 

any refemblance to bibles, they were torn in 

pieces and trampled upon. In the houfe of 

Mr. Afzelius, the Botanift, the plants, feeds, 

dried birds and infects, drawings, books, and 

papers, were fcattered in heaps on the floor; 

and a beautiful Tnufk cat was killed. In the 

Accountant’s office all the defks and drawers 

1 

were demolifhe'd in the fearch for money: 

0 * 

the copying and printing-prelles alfo were 
-deftroyed. All the Company’s telcfcopes, 
barometers, themometers, and an eledlrical 
machine, were broken to pieces. The 
wearing apparel of the Company’s fervants 
was taken out of their rooms. The Governor’s 
cfvvn apartment was guarded by a centincl for 
a time; but this only ferved to retard the 
pillage of it. 

On the next dav a few clothes, books, and 
papers, which had been laved from the gene¬ 
ral wreck, were, by the affiftance of the Conj- 

modore, 



modore, fent into the country, but the greater 
part of them was again taken away by 4 he 
different gangs of pillagers, who befet every 
avenue into the town. All the Company’s 
fervants had fome time before this period 
fled into the woods, or taken refuge in the 
neighbouring towns; except ten or twelve 
of them, who were collected in the Gover¬ 
nor’s houfe, where alfo feveral French failors 
had quartered themfelves, who were tolerably 
civil, occafionally offering to the gentlemen 
a fhare of the pork and fowls which they 
were drefling. It became now however every 
hour more and more unpleafant to remain in 
Freetown, as the foldiery were giving them¬ 
felves up to every fpecies of excefs. They 
were alfo fhooting all th/2 day long at the 
flock which was running about, fo that it 
was highly dangerous for any one to walk 
out; the greater part of the gentlemen there¬ 
fore difperfed themfelves in the courfe .of this 
and the fucceeding day, either in the native 
towns, or the farm houfes of the fettlers; 
three of them taking refuge in the Danifh or 
Deferter’s Town, upon the mountains, where 
they were very kindly treated. All the native 
children placed at Freetown for education, 
were received, together with their fchool- 
miftrefs, into a native town about two miles 
diftant, the headman of which very refolutely 
refufcd to permit a party of Frenchmen who 
had ftraggled thither to enter into it. 


The 



The Governor being unwilling to abfent 
himtelf while there wag a profpeCt of effecting 
any thing in behalf of the people, applied for 
permiffion to remain on board the Commo¬ 
dore’s veffel, and obtained it. He lay in the 
cabin, where however he was not able to 
obtain fo much as a ftieet to throw over him. 
In his walk this day he met with a number 
of fettlers, who appeared much affe&cd at 
feeing him. 

The French had now made their way in 
various directions to the farms of the fettlers, 
which they were plundering; one of them 
being feen in the aCt of taking away from a 
fettler the bed on which he was ufed to lie, 
the Governor tried to difliiade him from it, 
on which the Frenchman threatened to cut 
the Governor down ; but four officers having 
come up, the man was led away, and at night 
he was put in irons. 

30th Sept. Mariner, the American, was 
again very grofs in his abufe; he gloried 
in what had been done, and exprefled it 
to be his heart’s defire to wring his hands 
in the blood of Englifhmen; adding that if 
his influence fhould prevail, not* a hut ffiould 
be left in the place. The Commodore how-* 
ever was this day prevailed on to allow about 
five tons of rice, from the Company’s ftore, 
to be divided among the fettlers. 

On the 1 ft Odober, a mail was difpatched 
to a neighbouring river, in order to c.olle<ft 
rice for the Company. On the fecond, feveraV 
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of the chief buildings in Freetown, ,and 
one or two fettlers hojifes ^vere burnt by the 
French, ^nd one of the Company’s fmall 
veflels alfo. « The church was observed this 
day to have been pillaged, the books torn, 
and the pulpit and clock broken to pieces. 
The Commodore had mentioned to the Gover¬ 
nor that the church (hould be faved. The 
Apothecary’s (hop, with every medicine in it, 
was alfo deftroyed. Information was re¬ 
ceived that the (lave factory of Bance Ifland 
had been taken, the life of one boy only 
having been loft. 

On the third of October, Mr. Afzelius, 
the botanift, made application to the Commo¬ 
dore for the recovery of his drawings, and, 
after bearing much rudenefs, he was at laft 
able to obtain part of them. A complaint 
to the Commodore was this day renewed re- 
fpedting the conduct of the Americans, who 
were holding out frequent threats. The in- 
confiftency of Frenchmen leaguing with men 
whole trade it was to enllave their fellow-crea¬ 
tures, and whofe diflike to the Sierra Leone 
Company arofe merely from the hatred of the 
latter againft the fame traffic, while France was 
profeffing to make war againft ftavery, and 
even to liberate all (laves, *was ftrongly urged ; 
upon which the Commodore addreffed himfelf 
on the fubjedt to Mariner, who endeavoured 
to evade the charge: the converfation ended 
in the Commodore’s diredtingthe (lave captain 
to take no meafures whatever, either againft 
the place or againft any individual. 


On 
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On the fourth, the Governor made a re¬ 
capitulation „of tfye feveral promiles which 
had been held out, and earneftly prcfled the 
fulfilment of them. The Commodore evaded 
them all, faying in plain terms that he lhould 
be in clanger of loiing his life if he were to 
comply with them. Such a reprefentation of 
the diftrefsful ftate of the colony was made, 
that at laft one barrel of flour, one calk of 
pork, and one puncheon of brandy, were 
obtained. 

October 6. On this day the conflagration of 
all the buildings, exempted from the former 
lire, commenced. The church, a range of 
fliops, and three of the fettlers houfes near 
the water lide, were deftroyed, and alfo three 
fmall vcflels, together with all the boats be¬ 
longing to the Company which could be met 
with. The Company's lchooner, the Thornton, 
was given to Mariner as a reward for his fer- 
vices, and a quantity of rum, gunpowder, 
and other goods, were divided between him 
and Newell. 

The Governor, in company with one or two 
other fervants of the Company, this day vifited 
feveral of the farm houfes ; they were much 
gratified both by the warm congratulations 
of the fettlers on their health and lafety, and 
alfo by obferving that there was no appear¬ 
ance of want in thefe parts; the diftant farms 
in general abounded with provifions, and the 
fice, which, together with 50 or 60 puncheons 
molafles the French had permitted to be. 

taken 
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taken away, afforded to the free blacks a 
very fufficient prefent fubfiftepce. f The 
French veffels this day being on their return 
from Bance Ifland, paffed by Granville town, 
and fired one (hot into it; in confequence of 
which all the fettlers living there fled into 
the woods, but there was no attempt to land. 

7th and 8th Oft. The Governor now fixed 
himfelf at Granville Town, from whence he 
occalionally vifited Freetown, and renewed 
his applications to the Commodore for necef- 
faries, obtaining on one of thefe days a bag 
of bifcuit and about twenty pounds of fugar. 
He attempted to procure the reftitution of a 
fchooner belonging to a native trader, which 
had come down to Sierra Leone, but in vain, 
fome letters found on board, addreffed to 
the Governor, being thought a fufficient 
ground for her condemnation. He fucceeded 
however in a nearly fimilar application for 
theTecovery of a fmall veflfel, belonging to 
the mulatto trader, fpoken of in a former 
Report as a perfon eminently friendly to the 
Company. * Some uneafinefs was at this time 
excited in the minds of feveral Nova Scotians 
refpe&ing the natives, of whom they ap¬ 
peared now to feel a greater dread than they 
had felt even of the French themfelves. A fon 
of the late king of Sierra Leone, brother of 
the late J. H. Naimbanna, a young man 
poflefling no weight in the country, took 
this opportunity of declaiming violently 
againft the Company; remarking among other 

things 
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things that the Governor and Council had 
been guilty of killing his brother, and that 
thisJ was the timd for demanding fatisfa&ion* 
The detention of two veflels of jlie Company 
by the natives, which had happened before 
the arrival of the French, created fufpicion, 
and a few other fmaller circumftances were 
much fpoken of and exaggerated. The 
Governor fucceeded in fome meafure in 
allaying the general fears, which appear* in 
the main to have been totally unfounded. 

On the 9th of 0£fc. the Company’s largeft 
|hip, the Harpy, arrived off Cape Sierra Leone, 
from England, having feveral paflengers on 
board, and goods to the amount of about 
io,oool. The demolition of the Company’s 
houfes having been difcovered, Ihe put out 
again to fea, and fhe appeared for a time to 
gain on the veffei which was fent in chace of 
her, but the wind dying away, fhe was over¬ 
taken, and immediately ft ruck. No part of 
the cargo of this ihip was landed in the 
Colony, nor would the Commodore fuffer 
the difpatches and papers brought by her 
to be delivered, a few newfpapers excepted. 
The Englifh paflengers were completely plun¬ 
dered of their property; the Company’s 
chaplain, who went out in her, was deprived * 
of all his private papers $ and three natives, 
who had been making a voyage to England, 
loft all the prefents which they were carrying 
back with them, not excepting a part of their 
clothes, which they were obliged to exchange 



( i6 ) 

for others of an inferior fort: a plant hatch, 
fent out by the Harpy, containing many va¬ 
luable articles of tropical cultivation from" his 
Majefty’s collection at Kew, which were 
thought likely to thrive in Africa, and par¬ 
ticularly the bread fruit tree, was deftroyed, 
together with all its contents, though earneft 
application for the delivery of it was made. 
An under-gardener of the king, as well as 
his afliftant, to whom the charge of the plant 
hatch was committed, died foon afterwards 
of an illnefs contracted at this period. 

Jt has been already noticed that feveral of 
the Company's fervants retired on the firft 
arrival of the French fquadron, either into 
the woods or neighbouring towns. Mr. Pepys, 
the Company’s Surveyor, who with his wife 
and child went out to Sierra Leone by the 
earlieft fhip, to whom alfo th# Company Hood 
indebted for fome extraordinary exertions in 
laying out the lots of land 1 during the, firft 
unhealthy feafon, was of the number of thofe 
who fled. A rumour was circulated among 
the blacks, (fuppofed to be a very unfounded 
one) which reached his ears, that a price was 
let on his head: his wife and child, together 
with a female fervant, joined him in the 
woods* where they obtained neceflary food 
through the kindnefs of fome Nova Scotians; 
many of whom had families, which fled 
thither alfo. The Governor, in the courfe of 
a walk which he took on the fourth day after 
the arrival of the French, met with Mr. Pepys, 
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and urged him to take fhelter in fome of the 
towns near the water-fide (for he had flept 
hitherto in the ojJen air), and this advice 
would have been followed if frejfli rumours 
of fome defign againft the perfon of Mr. 
Pepys had not been propagated by the Nova 
Scotians, which appear to have been too 
readily believed. He had now multiplied 
precautions for bis fafety, and he continued, 
together with all his family, to pafs the night 
as before, notwithftanding fome heavy rains. 
On the 6th or 7th day after the arrival of the 
French, Mr. Watt, the Company's manager, 
found this unhappy party in the woods, op- 
prelfed with fever, and fome of them nearly 
exhaufted* With great difficulty they were 
led to the water-fide, from whence a boat, 
which the natives were fo good as to fupply, 
tranfported them tp the Bulam fhore. Every 
attention of which the diftrefied and fickly ftate 
of the colony would at this time admit, was 
there paid to them. Mrs. Pepy9, as well as 
the child and her maid, recovered; Mr. Pepy9 
died. 

On the 10th, the Governor returning home 
to Granville Town, after an unfuccefsful 
application to the Commodore for the de¬ 
livery of a few letters by the Harpy, found 
the corpfe of Mr. Pepys lying in the town. 
He learnt that the headman of the Bulam 
Ihore had demanded the prefent of rum 
which is. cuftomary on the occalion of a 
burial; and as the Company were not in a 

B condition 
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Condition to grant it, the body was fent tack 
to be interred on the Sierra Leone fide. 

On the nth, the Governor heard tliat it 
was the intention of the Commodore (who 
was now fuppofed to be on the eve of failing) 
to leave on fhore at Freetown, all the Euro¬ 
pean Tailors who had been found on board 
the various fhips which had been captured, 
amounting in all to near a hundred and 
twenty. As the Governor was without 
means of providing for them, he made a 
very flrong remonftrance to the Commodore 
on the fubjedl, urging him to grant fome 
provifions and medicines and other articles, 
the want of which was likely to be very 
generally and feverely felt in the Colony. 
No anfwer was returned either on this or the 
lucceeding day. 

On the 12th, fome fhew of refiftance to 
the French was made by the fettlers in the 
country. A party who had gone out in queft 
of booty, were met by the Governor, re¬ 
turning with great precipitation, having been 
driven back by the Nova Scotians.—This 
being Sunday, public fervice was performed 
at Granville Town by the Company’s chap¬ 
lain, who had recently Arrived., 

On the 13th of October feveral French 
officers brought to the Governor a fmall ftock 
of provifions, amounting to about two or three 
weeks fiypply for the whites in the Colony* 
This grant was faid to be made in confequence 
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of the remondrance feat In’ two days before j 
and it confided of twelve barrels of flour, 
two Barrels of bifcuit, two chefls ofjrice, three 
barrels of oatmeal, two tierces and a barrel 
of beef, and a puncheon of brandy. The 
Governor repaired immediately to the Com¬ 
modore’s fhip, in order to thank him for the 
gift, as well as to urge his compliance with 
feveral other demands. The Commodore 
paid no attention to his folicitation, and he 
let fail on the fame day to the fouthward, 
with all his fleet, to which the Harpy was 
now added.* 

On the departure of the French fquadron, 
about a week’s allowance of flour and beef 
was didributed among the failors who had 
been left on fhore, apd almod all the beef was 
difpofed of at the fird ferving. Several tons 
of rice, which previous means had been taken 
to colleft, were brought into the fettlement j 
a few very eflential articles were alfo unex¬ 
pectedly obtained from the neighbouring 
flave-fa&ory at Bance Ifland, which had 
been able to remove fome of its property; 
and a fmall fupply of live dock was procured 
from other quarters. The Governor and 
Council finding that many Nova Scotians 


* The Directors have fome reafon to fuppofe that the Com¬ 
mander of this Squadron may not have received any regular 
commiffion from the prefent French Convention; and that the 
equipment of it may have been made on the fpeculation of 
private individuals (fome of them Slave Traders) atting as 
owners of privateers, and not declaring the particular object 
of its dtftination, 

£ 3 bad 
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had, by the permilfion of the French, carried 
off confiderable quantities of wood and other 
articles belonging to the Company, dfuring 
the general pillage, demanded that a re- 
ftitution of every thing fhould now be 
made, provilions excepted, an allowance of 
twenty per cent, being at the fame time pro- 
pofed by way of falvage. The Directors are 
forry to obferve that only a fmall proportion 
of the property in queftion had been brought 
in, at the time when the laft difpatches left 
the Colony. 

A few weeks after the departure of the 
French l'quadron, intelligence arrived of their 
having, captured two of the Company’s fmall 
trading veffels, on their paffage down the 
coaft. The crews were immediately put on 
ihore, as were a number of other Europeans, 
who had navigated feveral«£nglifti flave-fhips 
which were all'o captured* After having been 
plundered by the natives of that part (who 
alfo reduced into frelh captivity fix hundred 
flaves whom the French had liberated), as 
many of the European captains and failors as 
were able to croud into a few boats of which 
they got poffeffion, made their way towards 
Sierra Leone : they were hofpitably enter¬ 
tained and aflifted, firft by a fa&or connected 
with the mulatto trader already mentioned, 
though living at a confiderable diftance from 
him, then by. an aged and refpe&able native, 
the chief perlon in the river Sherbro, who has 
been alfo fpoken of in the former Report as 

..very 



( 21 ) 

very friendly to the Company; after which 
they reached the place of refidence of the 
mulatto trader hftnfelf: here again they ex¬ 
perienced thfc utmoft civility and* attention, 
and the fchooner of the mulatto trader brought 
them all in good health to Sierra Leone. It 
may not be improper to remark that this 
pacific and friendly chief (the fame perfon 
who was complained of by a Have-fador as 
being “ too eafy ) prevented one of the 
French (hips of war from purl'uing and captu¬ 
ring a large loaded veflel from England, be¬ 
longing to a neighbouring llavei-faftory, which 
took refuge in his river. 

The Directors think that, while they are 
mentioning the advantages derived from the 
mild and friendly difpofitions which the Com¬ 
pany has cultivated in refpect to the chiefs 
of their own neighbourhood (advantages in 
which the party of Have-captains of whom* 
they have been fpeaking, have lo happily par¬ 
ticipated), it may be proper to notice fame 
circumftances in the condudt of other Have 
traders, tending to Ihew the unequal meafure 
which is dealt out to the Sierra Leone Com¬ 
pany, and the disadvantages under which it 
}s obliged both to carry on its peaceful trade, 
and to 1‘upport its beneficial eftablifhrnent. 

One of the two captured fhips of the Sierra 
Leone Company, which were laft mentioned, 
was much diftrefled, juft before her capture, 
through fome little deficiences in her equip-* 
and in particular by the want of top T 
3 3 fails* 
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fails. Application was made to a Have-captain 
on the coaH, who could have conveniently 
lupplied her wants, but he demanded the fum 
of iooL as the price of a fmall anchor, and 
a no lefs exorbitant payment for every other 
neceflary; exprefsly faying that he fhould 
make this enormous charge on account of her 
being a veflel belonging to the Sierra Leone 
Company. 

Another circumftance tending to mark the 
hoHility of*the Have-traders, which reached 
the ears of the Company's fervants through 
the report of prifoners, but which, if not 
reported by them, would have appeared more 
than probable, is the following:—It is faid 
that the Britilh flave-fa&or of the Ifles de Los, 
whofe factory was deftroyed by the French 
fquadron fome-time previous to their arrival at 
Sierra Leone, might eafilyjhave given about 
two days notice of their approach to the Sierra 
Leone Government; but that he purpolely 
declined it, having been even heard to men¬ 
tion that he wifhed the French to deftroy the 
fettlement, and that he hoped they would 
not leave a hut Handing in the place. The 
faifte flave-faftor is Hated to have been guilty 
of the following injuHice and inhumanity. 
Eighteen Britifti failors, forming part of the 
crew of a veflel of his, in which he was 
failing, were left by him unperceived on* the 
wharf at Freetown, fome weeks fubfequent to 
the departure of the French fquadron, all of 
then* being (ick and in the moH miferable 
- condition. 
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condition. The Governor was not made 
acquainted with the circumftanpe until the 
morning after, when he learnt that one of 
thefe unhappy men had died during the night; 
the others were fo weak that they could with 
difficulty afcend the hill in order to get to a 
place of ffielter. 

But to refume the narrative of the events 
which followed the departure of the French 
from Sierra Leone:—It appears that in about 
three weeks afterwards, an almoft univerfal 
ficknefs prevailed among the whites; being 
evidently the confequence, in a great meafure, 
of the exertions made by fome, and the 
miferies endured by others, at that crifis. The 
difficulty of getting medical attendance, (the 
phylician and both the furgeons being ill, 
one of the latter «of whom died) together 
with the want of proper food and accom- 
modations, materially aggravated the diforder, 
which, as in thp inftance of the firft fickly 
feafon, was fatal chiefly, and almoft exclu- 
fively, to the lower Europeans. The des¬ 
truction of the medicines of the Colony was 
now moft feverely felt, as will eafily be con¬ 
ceived, when it is obferved that the Gover¬ 
nor himfelf, after no very flight fit of fever, 

. appears to have refrained from taking bark, 
left he fhould confume an undue proportion 
of the fmall quantity of this article which 
was left in the Colony. The Dire&ors are 
much concerned to mention, that out of the 
j 20 feilorp firft mentioned to have been put on 

b 4 fhore 
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fhore at Sierra Leone by the French, no lef9 
than 80 are already reported to have died. It 
is dated by the Governor thftt they were never, 
in any ftage of the public diftrefs, in want of 
at lead a regular meal of rice; and the Di¬ 
rectors are perfuaded that no meafures which 
either prudence or humanity could dictate 
under the exifting circumftances of the Co¬ 
lony, have been neglected, either in refpeCt 
to thefe or any other refugees from the flave 
fhips, who have been caft from time to time 
on the clemency of the Sierra Leone govern¬ 
ment. 

The Directors have the fatisfaCtion of being 
able to clofe the diftrefsful hiftory of the pe¬ 
riod which they have defcribed, by ob- 
ferving that before the date of the lad dis¬ 
patches, the general ficknefs is faid to have 
in fome meafure abated; that^the moft healthy 
feafon of the year was approaching; and that 
a wy feafonable fupply of articles much 
wanted in the Colony, though in fome re-> 
fpedts probably an inadequate one, had juft 
been purchafed from the captain of a chartered 
veflel fent out by the Directors. 

The whole pecuniary lofs fuftained by the 
Company on this occafion, may be computed 
at about 40,0001. exclufive of the buildings 
deftroyed, of which the coft has been about 
15000I; their value however having been 
much lefs, the fum likely to be fpent in re¬ 
placing fuch part of them as will now be 
fought neceflary, will be probably not more 
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than 2 or 3000I. About 8000I. or 9000L 
have been laid out in permanent improve¬ 
ments, fuch as the conftrudtion of works of 
defence, making roads, a landing place, a 
wharf, and the allotment and cultivation of 
lands. The whole property of the Company 
now remaining, exclufive of the 8000I. or 
9000I. dead ftoek laft mentioned, is compu¬ 
ted by the Directors, on a rough calculation, 
at about 85,0001. 

The Governor and Council (late, in abate¬ 
ment of the calamity of which they give the 
account, that fome good effedts may be con- 
fidered as refulting from it: they obferve that 
the late events have opened the eyes of the 
Nova Scotians to their own folly, in having 
contended for the ground neareft to the water 
fide, and in having fo much negledted the 
cultivation of she more diftant and mountain¬ 
ous parts; they even remark that the im-» 
provement about to take place in the moun¬ 
tains during the enfuing dry feafon, feems 
likely to be as great and important as the 
detriment which has been recently done to 
the town. A very favourable opportunity is 
faid to be thus afforded of difmiffing from 
the Company's fervice a number of Nova 
Scotians, whom the Governor and Council 
had beeft long endeavouring in vain to fix 
on their farms. The experience which has 
noyv been had of the internal refources of 
the Colony, is alfo mentioned as a circum- 
fiance extremely confolatory and important; 
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the fettlement has been left, for the fpace of 
many weeks, deftitute of almoft every article 
from Europe; a great proportion of the liye 
(lock which "had begun to abound in it has 
been alfo killed, and the Company’s boats 
and ihipping deftroyed; and yet no want of 
neceflary food has been felt, nor has the 
calamity been followed by any other evils 
than thofe which have been defcribed. 
The plan of building on which the Gover¬ 
nor and Council mention that they (hall 
proceed, is merely that of eredting one con- 
liderable ftore, a large dwelling-houfe and a 
church, all of country'materials j the laft of 
which was already fo far advanced that 
public fervice was to be performed in it on 
the Sunday after the date of the difpatches : 
fome meafures were alfo taken for the erec¬ 
tion of a building on the Bulapa lide of the 
river, for the fake of additional fecurity. 

a* 

On the arrival of the body of intelligence 
which has juft been ftated to the Court, 
the Dire&ors loft no time in difpatching two 
fmall veffels to the fettlement; each carrying 
an alfortment of necelfaries for its confump- 
tion. They were alfo able to embark a few 
material articles on board the Amy (the only 
large fhip now remaining to the Company), 
which happened to be detained at Plymouth, 
and which had already in her a fmall quan¬ 
tity of goods for trade: a few perfons en¬ 
gaged in the Company’s fervice (the number 
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of whom on receipt of the above intelligence 
was reduced) are gone out as paflengers by ” 
this veflel; an 3 among thofe who have fet 
fail is Mr. Dawes, who had retuVned to Eng¬ 
land, having been two years Governor of the 
Colony. He had been induced by the Rate 
of his health, and the circumftances of his 
family, to think of retiring from the Com¬ 
pany’s fervice; but when fome information 
alluded to in a former Report, of a tumult 
having happened in the Colony, arrived in 
England, his zeal in the caufe of the Sierra 
Leone Company led him again to „offer his 
fervices. The more recent and ferious cala¬ 
mity which has lince happened, and the in- 
difpofition of the acting Governor, Mr, 
Macaulay, feemed to render Mr. Dawes’s 
prefence fo defirable, that the Directors 
thought they .fhould not do juftice to the 
undertaking, if they were not to avail them-% 
felves of the offer made by this gentleman 
at fo extraordinary a crifis. 

The Directors propofe to reduce within 
very narrow limits, the whole amount of the 
rifk which the Company is in the time to 
come likely to incur in Africa; and they alfo 
hope to fee a confiderable reduction effected 
in the general expenfes of their eftablifhment. 
The f ving to be expected from the removal 
of many fettlers to their farms has been al¬ 
ready Rated; the contraction of the Com¬ 
pany’s trade will of courfe be accompanied 
by a correfponding abatement of the com* 

* mercial 
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-mercial charges. The diminution which 
has taken place in the {hipping of the Com¬ 
pany will alfo materially leflen one chief 
loiirce of expcnfe. In confequence of the 
recent Ioffes, only one fmall vefiel has been 
purchafed, the intended plan of trade not 
appearing to require any further additions, 
and the Colony being no longer under the 
neceflity of having thofe frequent fupplies 
carried to it, which were at iirft effential to 
its exiftence. 

The Dire&ors think it proper in this place 
to repeat an opinion which was ftrongly 
Hated in their former Report, that however 
profperous the iituation of the Nova Scotia 
colonifts may become, the great ends of the 
inftitution of the Sierra Leone Company are 
not likely to be accomphlhed, unlei the 
fettlers (hall continue to be furnifhed wLh 
‘ipftru^tors from hence, and with a govern¬ 
ment conlifting of Europeans. The unto¬ 
ward difpofition which too many of them 
have fhewn, though it may be thought to 
make them lefs worthy of affiftance, proves 
however, but too plainly, the importance of 
bellowing on them an intelligent and pro- 
te&ing government, and the means of in- 
ftru&ion alfo; and it Ihould be remembered 
that not lefs than 300 of their children, be- 
fides thofe of the natives, are at this time 
under the care of the Company. When the 
influence which the Sierra Leone Govern- 
jn?nt has obtained over many powerful and 

refpe&ablq 
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refpe&able chiefs, of whofe attachment (e- 
veral frefh proofs have been given on the 
late trying occafion, and when the important 
ufes to which that influence m^ loon perhaps 
be turned are contemplated; and when the 
Company’s progrefs in refped to the interior 
of Africa, and all the other opening profpefts 
of Civilization which have been Rated in the 
former Report, are brought to recolle&ion, 
the Dire&ors are perfuaded that the Pro¬ 
prietors will feel the fame general impref- 
fion which they have inanifefted before, and 
that the great body of them both in the metro¬ 
polis and in the different parts of the coun¬ 
try, will receive fatisfa&ion in hearing that no 
events, which have yet happened at Sierra 
Leone, have in any degree ffiaken the re- 
foiunon of the? Directors to profecute the 
neat caufe v'hich has been committed into 

O 

their hands, .with the fame zeal with which 
they firft entered upon it. 

The Slave Trade, which notwithftan^ing 
the war had in lbme meafure revived, is faid 
to have received a confiderable blow from 
the French Squadron ; the whole of the pro¬ 
perty already known to be captured and de- 
ftroyed by it being fuppofed to amount to 
abqut 400,0001. of which much the greater 
part was engaged in that pernicious traffic; 
iome commercial advantages, as well as op¬ 
portunities of increafmg the Company's in¬ 
fluence, may poffibly be the confequence of 

this 
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this deftrudtion of European property on the 
neighbouring coaft. 

The Directors cannot forbear repeating 
In this Report?, that they truft both for the 
honor of Great Britain and the caufe of 
humanity, as well as the interefts of the 
Sierra Leone Company, that the sera of tfie 
termination of the Trade in Slaves is ap¬ 
proaching ; and they reflect with fatisfac- 
tion that the maintenance of an eftablifliment 
already formed in the moft convenient fpot 
in Africa, with the diredt view of promoting 
Real Commerce, and aiding the natural pro- 
grefs of Civilization, may prove hereafter ma¬ 
terial, not only as it refpedts the Proprietors 
of the Sierra Leone Company, but as a 
matter of national policy. e 

The Directors have thus ftated the grounds 
On which they are encouraged to perfevere; 
they fhall endeavour to contract both the 
rifk, of the Company and its expenfes, on the 
principles which have been fpoken of, at 
the fame time purfuing their main objedfc, in 
fuch a manner as neither to relinquifh the 
commercial advantages of which they have 
got pofleffion, nor fo as to fufpend in any 
degree the meafures which are neceflary to 
promote the regular and uninterrupted pro- 
grefs of civilization. 


The 
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The Report, of which the above is the 
r fubftance, having been read, the General 
Court unanimoufly refolved: 

<c That the Thanks of this Court be given 
u to the Court of Directors for the affiduity 
ic with which they have continued to manage 
“ the affairs of the Company; and that this 
“ Court do concur, with the opinion of the 
“ Court of Directors, that the laudable pur- 
“ pofes of this Inftitution fhould be purfuad.” * 

4 - 

* 

•It was then refolvedy 

a That tHte fubftance of the Report jufl^ 
“ read to the'Court, with fuch alterations as' 
M the Court of Dire&ors may think proper 
“ to make therein, be printed for the ufe of 
“ the Proprietors.” 








